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PREFACE. 



This is no attempt at bookmaking, but simply an humble 
effort to make plain and praotioal a most precious portion of 
God's Word, which, for one cause or other, is very generally lost 
sight of; and so has fallen into a kind of disrepute. 

During the summer of 1850, 1 was led to deliver some twenty 
or thirty lectures on some portions of the Song of Solomon. At 
the time, and subsequently, I was much pressed to publish them. 
Until the close of last year, however, I could not persuade 
myself that it was either my duty or wisdom to comply with the 
request of those whose judgment might be more favourable to 
the delivery of leoiures, than the present compressed and (in 
many instances) extended form of exposition of the whole Song. 
In the midst of pressing and constant ministerial engage- 
ments, I commenced, in December, 1862, the preparation of the 
following pages, and have hurried them through the press as 
best I could. I have not sought to adorn, but hope I have been 
enabled to make plain some portions of Christ's Truth, and the 
Believer's experience of His dealings. I have expressed, in great 
plainness of speech, the sublime truths contained in this Song of 
Songs. Those who seek for truth itself, rather than its adorn- 
ments and decorations, will pardon the homeliness and simplicity 
of language, which has been studiously aimed at. 



Whatsoever of QocPs Truth you fiad herdn, may you be ena- 
bled to reoeiye in the lo^e of it : whatever imperfections (and, 
I doubt not, they are nuinifold), may you have charity to par- 
don. May the Holy Ghost's inspiration sanctify the Eeader 
and Author through the Truth ! May they both thereby enjoy 
an " undoubted interest in Him : a transcendent affection 
towards Him : an evident conformity to Him on earth : and 
an everlasting enjoyment of Him in Heaven " — who is the sum 
and substance of all Holy Scripture, and especially of this 
Song of Songs, Jbstts Chbist, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever! AMSN and AMJEN! ! 



THE 



SONG OF SOLOMON. 



CHAPTER I. 

1. The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's. 

These words inform us who the Author of 
this Book of Scripture was ; also the nature 
of its composition, and its supreme excellency. 
The Author was Solomon — ^inspired by the Holy 
Ghost. The structure of the composition is that of 
a Spiritual Drama, or Allegorical Poem or Poems. 
Its superiority, above all other poems in matter, 
manner, and style of composition, well entitles it to 
be designated the " Song of Songs J*^ 

When or where Solomon composed this Book of 
Songs is not of great moment. 

It seems most probable that in old age when, 
after his sad backslidings he had been drawn again 
to the God of his father David, being moved by the 
Holy Ghost, Solomon composed these Canticles, as 
well as the Books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. 

Certain it is that he who had passed thro' such 

yaried experience — a child of (Jod in his youth, a 

A 
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backslider in his manhood, and again a chastened, 
restored believer in his old age — must have been 
well fitted to act as the amanuensis (so to speak) of 
the Holy Ghost, in setting forth the mysteries of 
Jesus' love, and the experiences of a Believer's 
spiritual life. 

The Divine Authority of this Book has been 
denied by some in past days. Unhappily, the 
rationalistic views which obtain so largely in our 
day have prevailed to such a fearftd extent, that 
not a few make no scruple of expressing their 
dis-esteem of this precious portion of God's Word. 
And even if they do not declare their positive 
unbeUef in its inspiration, "looking upon it as a 
mere marriage song," they plainly shew by the 
language in which they speak of it, that they 
hold it in much less value than other portions 
of Holy Writ. 

A sufficient answer to all such disputes is this : 
(I) — That it was always received by the Ancient 
Jews, "to whom (he oracles of God were com- 
miited^^ as an inspired portion of Holy Scripture. 
"All the Scriptures" says the Mishna "are Holy, 
but the Song of Songs is the Holy of Holies." 
Also their ancient Book of Zohar declares **that 
Solomon composed it by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit" 

(H) — This Song of Songs thus recognised by 
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the Ancient Jews was in the Canon of Scripture 
when Our Lord Himself tabernacled on earth. 
Was He the great Prophet of His Church? and 
yet did He suffer this portion of Scripture to 
pass unnoticed without animadversion, while He 
denounced in unmeasured terms tlie traditions of 
Elders, who by their glosses had made void 
the Law of God? 

Had this Song been what these Modern Teachers 
would fain have us believe — a "mere Song of 
love," striking for its imagery, but uninstructive 
for " doctrine, or correction in righteousness ;'* 
can we suppose for one moment tlie Great Teacher 
Himself would have been silent ? Was He so 
unmindful of the necessities of His Church, or of 
the quick-sightedness of its enemies, as to permit 
a book, uninspired, and yet pretending to inspi- 
ration to remain among the "oracles of God," if 
it had not been in very truth the composition of 
a " holy marly inspired by the Holy Ohost ? " 
The silence of Christ and His Apostles on the 
point is sufficient proof that they recognised this 
Book as part and parcel of the inspired Word. 
But the believer in Jesus, who walks by another 
rule than unaided reason or scholastic criticisms 
finds an inward testimony — a still small voice, the 
witness of his own spirit, to the divine inspiration 
and authority of this Book. He finds here his 
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own experience more or less described. He knows 
that what is true of (me member of God's family 
is also true generally of all^ and thus, when he 
takes up this Song of Songs he finds a description 
(rich in beautiful and poetic imagery, but rich too 
in truth and real life) of the condition, privilege, 
and destinies of that Church which, like a Bride 
" arrayed in fine linen and white^ shall be 
made ready ^^for the marriage of the Lamb ;" 
of whom it is prophecied — ^^ As the bridegroom 
rqfoicea over the bride, so thy God r^'oices over 
thee!"* 

May not indeed this circumstance — vi^., the 
a«pl/e.p»i™.«. „«.. .t Ai. Bock ^couB. 
for the dislike of some, and the mistakes of others 
respecting it? 

The Spirit-taught scholar of Holy Writ is in 
truth ^^ wiser than his ancients^ in this respect 
In this word he beholds, as in a glass, his 
own spiritual poverty and conflicts and conso- 
lations, the rich treasure of his privileges and 
the spring of his purest and brightest hopes. 
But what of all this can the mere critic, how- 
ever versed in " Hebrew, Greek and Latin" 
know, unless the Spirit pour light into his soul, 
and love into his heart? 

Of all the Books of Scripture, there is scarcely 
any portion, if any, which furnishes a truer test 
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of a Believer^s spiritual condition.^ It is full of 
Christ, whose excellencies and mercies, and com- 
passionate long-suffering are set forth under the 
most lively figures, to encourage and sustain the 
weary disciple in the midst of his manifold 
infirmities. Certainly no spiritual reader of this 
portion of God's Word can rise up from his 
meditations upon it, without feeling that its words 
are sweet unto the spiritual taste — ^^yea^ sweeter 
than honey to his mouth,^ What can be more 
encouraging than the picture here presented to 
us of that Saviour, who " loveth unto the 
end ;^ who, notwithstanding all the infirmities 
and failings of His beloved ones, is yet un- 
offended, delighting to win back the ^* spoiler of 
his own peace" and the would-be destroyer of 
his own happiness, to the fiill enjoyment of that 
love which passeth understanding? 

What can be more precious to the weary 
soul of the tempted and afflicted child of God, 
than to contemplate the unwearied grace and 
love of Jesus — " the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever?" Who, notwithstanding all his own 
faithlessness and inconstancy ; wanderings and 
mistakes; luke-warmness and backslidings, finds 
Him always constant in His love — ever mindful 
of His covenant — always indulgent to weakness — 
ever ready to forgive the waywardness of His 
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Beloved, though feeble Disciples. In these days 
of hot controversy and religious activity, one 
fears the hearts of Believers have waxed cold in 
that kind of love for the person and presence of 
Jesus which drew forth the tears of Mary, when 
she said — ^^they have taken away my Lordy and 
I hnow not where they have laid Him :" or the 
earnest longings of the spouse, in this Song of 
Songs — ^^ I sought Him, but I could not find 
Him ; I called Him, but He gave me no answer.^ 
But in this sweet Song, attachment to the Person 
of Christ — "ardent love for Him, without danger 
of excess or disproportion are commended and 
enforced." Here the Believer is taught how to 
preserve his communion with Christ: how to 
think of the Person of Christ: how to estimate 
his own perfection (though conscious of many 
imperfections) in the perfect righteousness of 
another. Who was without sin, and yet endured 
its penalties, that His people might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

Reader, if you are a child of God by adoption 
and grace, I beseech this one thing of you at 
the very threshhold of my humble endeavour, to 
shew that this " Song of Songs " sets fortli the 
love of God in the person and work of Christ 
Jesus. It is this : — that you will offer up a 
brief prayer for yourself, and every other reader 
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of this volume — ^^'that tlie Almighty (rod, with 
whom is the residue of the Spirit, will pour 
down His blessing upon the reading of this Book 
by whomsoever it may be perused, to the setting 
forth of the preciousness of Christ, and the riches 
of the grace of His glorious Gospel I 



2. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth : for th^ 

love is better than wine. 

This is the breathing of a devout soul tat 
nearer and more full manifestations of Christ's 
love. The language is abrupt, but it is just that 
very style of expression which suits the heart 
under strong emotions of earnest and deep af- 
fection. It is the genuine, unformal expression of 
deep feeling— careless how it declares itself, except 
to make its affection intelligible and attractive to 
the object, whose increased tokens of love it so 
ardently desires. It is the language of a soul 
conscious of a certain amoimt of favor in the 
eyes of her beloved. It clearly implies and 
gratefully acknowledges its acceptance with Him. 
It is the language of one who has foimd Christ 
mighty to save and pardon : who has believed 
to the forgiveness of sin. They are words of 
one like him who could say, ^^this one thing 
I know, that whereas I was blind, but nov> I 
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see^^ — ^^I know whom I have bdievedJ'^ 

The speaker is the Church, or Bride of Christ ; 
or, in the singular and individual character, 
the true Believer in Jesus. All such as can 
take this language into their own lips, do 
testify that, having found Jesus, and by God's 
grace been drawn to Him, and by faith have 
laid their sins on Him, and thus realised their 
forgiveness and acceptance in Him — ^now desire 
more close and blessed fellowship with Him 
whom they love, ^^ because Hearst loved ^ them. 
This is carefully to be observed. Throughout 
this Book, it is not "coming to Jesus ^^ but com- 
munion with Jesus. It is not the finding Him 
for the first time, but returning to Him again 
and again, after spiritual sloth or careless forget- 
fulness, or worldly compliances. It is not the cry 
of one whose soul is pierced through with many 
sorrows, and presses hard the entreaty " God be 
merciful to me a sinner/* but the repentance of 
one, whose language is "My soul cleaveth unto 
the dust, quicken me Lord according unto Thy 
Word^^ This is the very soul and meaning of 
this Holy Book. The very first verse gives an 
insight to the remainder. "Let Him kiss me 
with the kisses of His mouths Full of her own 
need, and full of fervent desires after Christ, the 

I. Jno ix. 25. 2. J. Tim. ii. 1. 5. Psalm cxix. 25. 
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speaker here^ like Maiy Magdalene to the sup- 
posed gardener, omits to mention Him by name 
^^ if thou have lame Him hence^^ — ^both mean- 
ing JesuSy but neither naming Him. Their hearts 
were inditing good thoughts of Jesus, and filled 
with intense, longing desire after Him; and so 
ready were they to think others were like them 
in this respect that they forget to mention even 
His name* They had before time '^ tasted that 
the Lord was graciousy^^ and both were agreed 
in this : — ^^ Whom have I in Heaven but Thee 9 
and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
comparison vnth Thee^^ 

^^ Let Him kiss me with the hisses of His 
mouthJ** Kisses are tokens of love among near 
relatives, expressing intimate^ familiar and sen- 
sible afifection. Believers are a *^ people near to 
the Lordy " Ye who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ^^ Kisses too 
are tokens of reconciliation. Esau when recon- 
ciled to Jacob " kissed himJ*^ And so the Apostle 
tells the ^^ faithful in Christ Jesus^^ that they by 
the cross are reconciled unto GoA' 

These blessed privileges belong to the children 
of God. They only can realise or enjoy them. 
But, if for a season they loose their relish of 
them, or through neglect and carnal security 

1. Pialm Ixxui. 25. 2. Eph. u. 13. 3. CoL i. 21. 
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slightly esteem them^ Christ withdraws Himself, 
perhaps for a season. He hides His face. He 
withholds His tokens of love, and then the cry 
is made, perhaps impatiently, ^^Let Him kiss me 
with the kisses of His months 

Yet it is beautiful to see, that though im- 
conscious for the moment of the immediate 
presence of Christ, the soul of the BeUever 
looses not the consciousness of its true relation- 
ship to Jesus. It does not doubt His love, 
or belie His word; He ^^lo'ceth His own unto the 
end.^^ " Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speakethJ*^ 

Reader, has your heart ever been so fiill of 
Christ's love that, without hypocrisy, and from 
the depfli of your very soul you have prayed 
this prayer? Has thine heart ever felt its own 
emptiness and vileness? Has it not turned away 
oftentimes with sickening disgust from the hollow- 
ness and heartlessness of the world's children, 
whose love was but like the " morning cloud and 
early dew?** Or, has it happened that after a 
season of worldliness and lukewarmness, secret 
forgetftdness of Christ and heart-backslidings 
from Him, after being filled with all the lying 
vanities of the world, the flesh and the Devil : 
thy soul tired out with the idols of its own for- 
mation, unsatisfied with the chaff and husks it 
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has been filled with, even to loathing — ^has at 
lengA returned to seek Him whom it had for a 
season forsaken ? If so, then you can under- 
stand the earnest prayer of tliat soul which, 
conscious of its distance from Christ and its long 
lost enjoyment of His love, exclaims (earnestly 
remembering former blessings) ^^ Let Him kiss 
me 'V or " that He would kiss me with the 
kisses of His mouth ! " 

Reader, if thy soul knows not the love of 
Christ, it will turn with loathing and ridicule 
from words like these! 

But this only proves the truth of Scripture, 
that "the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit, neither knoweth them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.'^ ^ May God's Holy 
Spirit enlighten thy soul, and shed abroad there- 
in the " love of Jesus Christ I " Remember how 
it is written "If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maran-atha.^^ 

*• Thy love is better than wineJ^ This is the 
reason assigned why the soul so earnestly desired 
Christ's presence — "for Thy love is better than 
wineJ*^ " Wine " is continually employed in 
Holy Scripture to symbohse the choicest of 
earthly productions. So here doubtless the 
meaning is, that the renewed soul esteems 

1. I. Cor. ii., U 2. I. Cor. xvt 22. 
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Christ's love as preferable to the best natural 
joy which can possibly gladden man's heart 
However good and choice be the gifts and bless- 
ings of earth, and which the children of the 
world enjoy, they are not to be compared with 
the enjoyment of the Believer, which flows from 
the love of Christ " O how excellent is Thy 
loving kindness y it is better than life itself! " ^ 
But to be more particular — ^for it is both inter- 
esting and profitable to draw out the parallel 
and see in how many respects '*the love of 
Christ" is ^^ better than wineJ*^ 

" No man " says the Lord, " having drunk 
old wine, straightway desireth new ; for he saith 
the old is better."^ It was a proverb in Israel 
then as it is with us — ^that ^^age makes wine 
better." But what is there to be compared for 
antiquity with the love of Christ, which existed 
before ever the earth or the worlds were made? 
This is the testimony of the Holy Ghost to the 
eternal love of Christ : " the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the worlds ^ And again : " / 
was set up from everlasting y from the beginning ^ 
or ever the earth was^ ^ In the original, '^ set 
up^ signifies ^^ anointed ;^ i.e. "/," viz. "Wis- 
dom^ — ^the second person in the Trinity was 

1. Psalm xxxvL, 7. — Psalm Ixiii., 3. 2. Luke, t. 39. 

3. ReT. xiii. 8. 4. Prov. viii. 23. 



CHAPTER I. 17 

ortltiinecl of the Father, first to create, luid 
preserve, afterward to redeem, aiid finally to 
restore dU tilings : — and " that from the begin- 
ning^^ before which there was notliing exco])t 
one vast abyss of eternity — yea, " before ever 
the earth was.''' And going forwai'd to tlie 
tliirty-first verse, we find revealed the eternal 
love of Clirist — " Then'''* (at the creation of the 
world) " / was by Him " — i.e. in the bosom of 
His Father, " and my delights " — the affections 
of my soul and bowels of mercies, " were loith 
the sons of men ; " viz., while waiting the ap- 
pointed season before reveaUng myself to them 
as Emmanuel — God manifest in the flesh. SureU 
then, as to antiquity, nothmg can compju'e with 
the love of Jesus. 

Agiiin, Clirist 's "fot?e is better than wine^^ — 
because it is both cheaper and more plentiful. 
Wine is a luxmy that can be pm'chased only 
by the rich. The love of Christ is " without 
money and imthoiU priced ^ It is ^^ freely shed 
abroad'' '^ in the hearts of His people by tlie 
Holy Ghost. " Whoever will " is bid " coma 
and take the water of life freely. ^^^ And as it 
is both cheaper and freer than wine, so it is 
nKjre plentiful. 

In some places wine is scarce, and not to 

1. Isaih Iv., 1. 2. Rom. v. J. 3. Rev, 

B 
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be had even at a very great price. Even at 
the marriage feast of Cana in Galilee they 
wanted wine. But of the love of Christ there 
is and never can be any lack — ^It is an exhaustless 
fountain, flowing from the throne of God and 
the Lamb. It is that river, whose streams *^make 
glad the city of God." ^ Thousands and tens of 
thousands have drank of its waters and lived; 
but it flows as finely and plentiftdly now as 
when it was first opened for sinners. Jesus 
testifies now to each who reads or hears his 
words, of the ftdness and plenteous streams of 
His love, "If any man thirsty let him come 
unto me and drinkJ*^^ 

Christ's " hve is better than mne " too 
• if compared to the effects produced by both 
on the souls and bodies of such as are 
partakers thereof. Wine " makes glad the 
heart of man," but only for a moment under 
false excitement, which leaves him afterward 
in a more depressed conditi(HL Christ's love 
gives the sinner's heart life^ joy^ and peace 
in the Holy Ghost — "^ joy unspeakable and 
fiill of glory!" Wine if drank to excess des- 
troys man's health, debilitates his mind, consumes 
his body, and wastes his estate; but let a man 
drink ever so freely of the love of Christ — ^his 

I. Psalm xlvi, 4< 2. J no. vii, 37. 
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soul is benefitted thereby. Therefore we read 
the exhortation — ^^drink abundantly my Beloved.''^ ^ 

Reader, does thy soul respond to this prefer- 
ence of the Church for Christ ? Turn not away 
from this subject till thou hast faithfully brought 
thy conscience to the test of this Scripture — Do 
I esteem the love of Christ above every other? 
yea, the most choice and darling idols of the 
world's treasures and good things? Is thine heart 
as David's, when he exclaimed " Whom have I 
in Heaven btU Thee, and there is none upon earth 
I desire in comparison with Thee ?"^ Reader, hast 
thou thus been taught in the school of Christ? 

Canst thou indeed set to thy seal that this is true 
concerning the excellencies of Jesus and his love, 
that they far exceed in thy esteem the choicest gifts 
and delicacies of earth — " the wealth of Ormus and 
of Ind," yea " barbaric pearl and gold," wherewith 
" the gorgeous East with richest hand" adorns her 
children and captivates their hearts ? 

Happy, blessed soul, which thus hath been ena- 
moured of the love of Christ : which sees in Him 
a beauty and an exceUence and a satisfying portion 
• — a divine compassion and imfathomable grace — 
such as cannot be compared to anything in Earth or 
Heaven I Oh I see to it Believer — ^that you lose 
not one single opportimity of exhibiting before the 

1. v. 1. 2. Pialm Ixziii. 26. 
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church and the world that the love of Christ fills 
your soul — constrains your life — ^purifies your con- 
science — ^guides your conduct ! 

Let it be seen whose you are and whom you 
love. 

Be not ashamed of the reproach of your Beloved 
Master. 

The world will hate you and mock your ways. 
The very professing Church will be in the fore- 
rank to ridicule — ^to express doubt — and offer 
prudent suggestions lest your decidec' tone and man- 
ner of life and love for Christ should injure the 
cause or disgust an unbelieving world. Heed them 
not. Live separate from the pleasure-loving — 
Christ-slaying multitude. 

Touch not — taste not — ^handle not their choice — 
but perishing delicacies. You love Christ Let that 
love fill thy heart so that all ways and manners 
and pleasures of the world — ^will become distasteful. 
— Your soul will have no pleasure in them. The 
worlds' gaieties — amusements and even lawfiil re- 
creations and enjoyments are really nothing to the 
soul thus filled with the love of Jesus. It offers 
nothing that can satisfy the desires or soothe the 
longings of an immortal soul. 

Ah ! this is true religion — when Christ occupies 
the same place in a man's heart, that He does in 
Creation. There He is " all in all." And so is He 
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in the ransomed soul of the Believer. " I%ou 
God aft the thing that Ilongfor'^ — ^^ My flesh and 
my heart faUeth me ;" — ^my health and my friends 
fail me — ^my property and earthly hopes fail me : 
my own heart and conscience fail me and condemn 
me — "Jtt< Ood is the strength of my heart and 
my portion for evermore.**^ — " 2% love is better 
than wine.'' 



3. Became of the savour of iky good ointments thy name 

is as ointment poured forth, thertfore do 

the virgins love thee. 

The Church (which is the Lamb's Bride) con- 
tinues in these words her conunendation of Him, 
whose tokens of love she had so passionately called 
for in the previous verse. There she praised His 
love and celebrated its excellencies above every 
other earthly gift or blessing. 

Here she commends His name — ^' tohich is above 
every name of things in Heaven or things on earth.'^ 
— She had known ** the power of Jesus' name" — as 
that name which alone brought salvation and peace 
to her sin-burdened soul. And the Church here 
speaks of the fragrance of Christ's name (comparing 
it to ointments poured forth) not only from her cr^xv 

1. Psalm IxKiii. ^ft. 
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(speaking in her individual character) experience but 
also from the efiects she had seen made up6n the 
hearts of others — " Because of the savour of thy 
g§od ointments,^ (**for it pleased the Father that in 
Jesus all fulness should dwell,") " therefore do the 
Virgins love thee^ 

Let us notice (1) the figures here employed, ^the 
savour of thy good ointments ^^ " ointment poured 
outy"* and shew (2) in what sense *^ the name of 
Christ may be said to be " like ointment poured 
forth." 

1. In Holy writ, ointment is the type or emblem 
of the Holy Ghost It represents the graces of the 
Spirit Under the Levitical Priesthood, the holy 
anointing oil was made by Oo^s direction : and 
with it Kings, Priests, and Prophets were anointed 
to their several offices Thus Saul, David, and 
Solomon were anointed to be Kings : — ^Aaron and 
his sons to be Pbiests: Elisha, in the room of Elijah, 
to be a Prophet. — Just so was Christ Jesus 
anointed with the Spirit of God as King, to 
sit on His Throne and rule in the hearts of his chosen 
j^eople: as PiaEsT to oflFer sacrifice and make atone- 
ment for the Transgressor : ^ as Prophet to bind 
up the broken-hearted and preach glad tidings to 
the meek.^ — Yes, Jesus himself wss ^^anointed with 
this oil of gladness above his feUows^'las Mediator ! 

1. Isaiah liii. 2. Isaiah 
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Just as the precious ointment which was poured 
out upon Aaron and ^ Van doum upon his beards yea 
went doum to the skirts of his clothing^* — so the 
Holy Ghost descends from the head, even from 
Jesus the High Priest of the Church, upon all his 
members. From Him they receive ** an anointing 
which teacheih all tilings.^* ^ 

Mark those words of St. John. He tells us 
where the true doctrine of the development of Chris- 
tian truth is to be found. Not in the wisdom of 
man's teaching — ^BUT by the anointing of the 
Holt/ Ohost ! ^^ Cease ye then from man whose 
breath is in his nostril T^ ^^ To the law and to the 
testimony, if they speak not according to that, it is 
because there is no truth in them.^^ Seek, seek for 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost, who is your only 
infallible teacher ! 

This " ointment poured out,^ reminds us of 
another use, which, under the Levitical law, was 
typical or emblematical. (80 Exodus, 25, 26, 27, 29 .) 
Let him that readeth understand. Those vessels of 
the tabernacle, thus sanctified and separated, do 
most beautifully represent the Lord's chosen people. 
Vessels of mercy which he had afore prepared unto 
glory. In their natural state they are useless ves- 
sels — vessels of wrath fitted for destruction. — ^But 

1. Psalm xlv. 7. 2. I. Jna ii. 27. 

3. Isaiah ii. 22. 4. Isaiah viiL 16. 
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when anointed with this holy oil, they are not only 
made fit for their Saviour's use lierey but prepared 
also for the ghry which shall be revealed hereafter. 
They have the oU in their vessels as well as the 
lamp of profession in their hands — Like the wise 
Virgins in the Gospel, they are prepared for the 
midnight cry '^ Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go 
ye forth to meet Him^ ^ and they shall enter in and 
be partakers of the Bridegroom's rejoicings I 

Reader, is it thus with Thee ? Hast thou the 
oil of the Spirit in thy soul, as well as ih^profession 
of Christ Jesus on thy lip ? Hast thou received the 
Holy Ghost ? Blessed and gracious souls are those 
who have been anointed with "this oil of gladness!'* 
The Lord pour it out more abundantly I May you 
be filled with all joy and peace in believing and 
aboimd in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghost ! 

Possibly some who read these pages, have 
souls into which this holy oil hath never been poured. 

Is it so ? Look into your hearts this very moment 1 
For if you have not the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
you, you are none of His ! If you have not been 
anointed with this ointment of the grace of Ood*s 
Spirity your case is the most wretched that can be 
imagined ! You are yet a vessel of voraih ! You 
are only fitting for destruction ! 

1. Matthew xxv. 1 — 11. 
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You say " these words cannot possibly be apj)li- 
oable to me." You are diligent in every good tiling : 
always in your place in the sanctuary, ready to give 
and glad to distribute. You are upright in all your 
dealings, and as compared with your neighbours 
roimd you — ^you are as good as most of tliem, and 
better than many 1 This may be so. But the wonl 
of God says, that *' to compare yourselves among 
yourselves is not wise,*^ * — It says too, positively 
and unequivocally — " If any man be in Christ, he 
is a netv creature*' ^ 

Be assured of tliis. You must have the 
Spirit of God to renew you. You must have His 
anointing to abide with you, to sanctify you day 
by day — You must have the title of meetness by 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, as well as 
the title of right, by the blood of Jesus, e're 
you enter upon the inheritance of die Saints in 
light ! 

" THY name is like ointment poured out" — 
The Church, in these words, declares thofragrancy 
and precioueness of Glirist's name. 

In a like spirit, a sweet singer in Israel has ex- 
pressed this same idea in other words — 

I love the name of Jesus, 

Immanuel, Christ the Lord 
Like fVagrance on the breezes, 

His name abroad is poured. 

1. . I Cor. X. 12. 2. UCot, »,Vl% 
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Thy name is like ointment poured out. What 
is intended bj- the name of Christ ? He has many 
names in Holy Writ. But some one in particular, 
connected with the figure, and to which it is 
compared, is here intended. The name Cheist will 
at once occur to your minds. This word harmonises 
beautiftdly with the figure- — ^for Christ signifies 
*^ anointed." And this name Christ, answers to the 
name of Messiah^ in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The saints of God, in olden time, expected the 
Redeemer to come to Zion with this name, and 
and when Christ, did come, they said one to the 
other' — " We have fouud the Messiah, which being 
interpreted, is the Christ."^ 

How grateful was the name of Christ to old 
Simeon in the Temple, and Anna the Prophetess 
and others who looked for the consolation of Israel ! 
They could-— and in spirit^-^did say ^^ Thy name 
is like ointment poured forth." 

There is another name by which Christ is 
called, and which is like ointment poured forth. 
When the angel of the Lord announced to Joseph 
the birth of the Redeemer in the flesh, he said — 
*^ thou shalt call his name Jjisus" — (and why?) 
because he shall save his people from their sins.^^ ^ 

Oh ! surely-r-^if there be any thing iji a name-^ 
this name is above every name I To a gin-convinced, 

h Jno. i. 41, 2. Matt i 21. 



CHAPTER I. 27 

soul-stricken sinner how fragrant the name of 
Jesus! How precious the word of salvation I — 
How glad the tidings of great joy which the name 
of Jesus brings ! 

Cannot you imagine the grateful joy with which 
the liberated slave or the condemned criminal hails 
the name of the friend who procures his release 
from cruel bondage or shameful death ? And oh I 
when you remember the infinitely greater mercy 
which the ransomed people of Ghxi are partakers of 
through Jesus, can any language be too strong in 
which to express the love of those who owe their 
present life with all its mercies — ^their future hopes 
with all their glory to Him whose name was called 
Jesus because He saved His people from their sins ? 

But there is yet another name — ^precious to them 
that beUeve,* — Immanuel — " God withvs.*^ — This 
name is like ointment poured out. (i) Because it 
declares Jesus to he God : and (ii) that He as God 
was with us. — (i) As God, he accomplished the 
work he imdertook. And therefore this name is a 
*' name above every name," dear to the believer's 
soul 1 It assures him the sacrifice which Jesus 
accomplished on Calvary — ^the blood which He shed 
— the righteousness which He wrought out — is com- 
plete 2ixA perfect. For it was God in man who wi 
pierced on the cross, and who shed His bl 

1. Isaiah xiy. 2, Mat.l.\. 1^. 
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They learn too from this name, that because He id 

God — therefore He ^' is able to keep them from 

falling and none can pluck them out of His hand.^^ 

But this name is grateful to the Believer's soul, 
because Jesus is God with us — God in our nature — 
God manifest in our flesh — ^flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone. 

Oh I how great is the mystery of godliness. God 
manifest in the flesh I And this God — our God I 
our Saviour 1 1 — the mighty God — the everlasting 
Father — the Prince of Peace ! ! 

Thy name Emmanuel is like ointment poured out 
— grateful, most pleasant to the beUever's soul I It 
tells him that God — God with us — God in our 
nature — can be touched with our infirmities I * 

But once more, tliere is another name by which 
Jesus is called and which may well be compared to 
ointment poured out* " The Lord our righteous- 
ness,^^ Tliis is the 09te thing needful^ that every soul 
wants — a righteousness to stand in before God. How 
shall man be just before God asked Job 6000 years 
ago ? How shall a siimer be treated by a Holy God 
as if he were righteous ? This, this is the question 
which we must satisfactorily have an answer to, 
befoiv we Qm\ die in peace. All the sacrifices and 
cruelties of heatlien systems of re^^gion have spiung 
fiXMU the vain attempt to give an answer to the 

1. Heb. iv. 15. 2. Jeremiah xxiii. 6. 
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queslioo and ihstAj give peace to the soul. But 
^ M« icoHtf iy wisdom kmw noi GW.*'^ — It nevw 
could tdl failm^^ wreiehed msoi, how ^ Chd co^ld 
be just and ysi tkejusiiJSsr •/ Him thai UKevMh m 
Jfe««."* — ^But Giod revealed it in Moses and the Pro» 
phets^ bj type and prophecy I Grod declared it when 
Jesus walked among men, and wept, and bled. H0 
is the Lord our righteousness. ** He u>as made 
sin for us thai we might he made the righteousness 
of Qod.^'^ — Oh ! is not this name — the Lord om 
righteousness, well compared to *^ ointment poured 
fortl^r 

Reader, if thou hast ever felt the burden of 
thine own sins, "whose wages are death **^-^ 
IF THOU HAST seen that thine own righteous- 
ness is as filthy rags— IF THOU HAST 
QUIT ALL — and counted them but loss and 
hindrance to your soul's salvation — IF THOU 
HAST COME to Jesus blind and naked-^oor 
and trembling — ^and hast found Him to be all that 
thou needest for thy soul : — eighty and clothing ^ and 
riches and salvation-— oh I then need I ask you — \% 
He not preciotM 9 Is not His name — '' the Lord 
our righteousness'*^ — *' like ointment poured forth ?** 

If so, it will exert the same influence over yoof 
soul as is expressed here : ^^ thy name is liko 

1. L Cor. i 21. 2. Rom. iii. 36. 

S. II. Cor. ▼. 21. 4. B«m. nV. W. 




30 SONG OF SOLOMON. 

ment poured forth, Therefore do the Virgins 
lave iheer 

By the Firgins,we understand all true Believers. 
— Ask then your own conscience, reader, ^* do I 
really love Jesus?" Perhaps, like Peter yon are 
grieved that I ask you — " do you love Jesus ?" 

But, suffer me to ask yet fiirther — what is the 
kind and degree of your love f Could Jesus say of 
you, as He did of the woman of Bethany, ^' she 
loveth much .^"^ 

What costly proof of your love are you shewing 
in your life and conversation ? We ought to love 
Him who hath so loved us. 

We ought to lave Him exceedingly above all 
others. He has loved us more than angels. They 
sinned and were cast outy and are now reserved in 
chains and darkness until the day of judgment. 

But Jesus so loved U8 that ^* he made himself of 
no reputation and became obedient unto death, even 
the death upon the OrossJ^ 

We ought to love Him with an universal love. 
If we love Jesus we shall also love them that 
are His. If we love Him, we shall love them 
that bear His image, however faintly it may 
be pourtrayed. Let them be high or low : 
wise or foolish: if they bear His image and super^ 
scription we love them, becausie they are one in 

1. Luke vU. 47. 2. Phil. u. 7. 
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Christ '^ By this shaU aU men know that ye are 
my disciples if ye hate love one to anoiher.^*^ 

We ought to lave Him also fervently. 

The Church of Ephesns was blamed for this — 
^^ I have somewhat against theCy because thou hast 
left thy first love*^^ — ^Its love was no longer fervent . 
It had waxed cold and InkewamL Is this a trae 
picture of any amongst ourselves ? Is that word of 
our Master Ailfilled in us — " Because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shaU toaz coldf^'^ 

"Do not I love Thee? O my Lord, 
Behold my heart and see ! 
And oast each hated idol down. 
That dares to rival Thee. 

I>o not I love Thee from my soul? 

Then let me nothing love : 
Dead be my heart to every joy. 

When Jesus cannot move. 

Is not Thy name melodious still, 

To mine attentive ear ? 
Doth not each pulse with pleasure bound 

My Saviour's voice to hear ? 

Thou know'st I love Thee, gracious Lord 

But, O ! I long to soar 
Par from the sphere of earthly joyi, 
And learn to love Thee more." 



1. Jno. xiii. 35. 2. Rev* 

3. Matt uiv. 12. 
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4. Br aw me^ we will run after thee : the king hath 

brought me into his chambers .* we wiU be glad and 

rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more 

than wine : the tipright love thee. 

The believer in thesjB words entreats Christ to 
draw the desires and affections of his soul to himself^ 
and makes a holy resolution, that if He will do so- 
then with joy he will run after Him in the ways of 
his commandments. 

In the second verse the spouse speaks of the 
excellency of His love, and expresses earnest and 
longing desires for communion with Him. In 
the third verscy she speaks of the fragrancy and pre- 
ciousness of Christ's name ^* which is like ointment 
poured forth^ — ^and declares that the effect of this 
was that the Virgins, her companions, loved Him. 
Here she confesses the weakness of the believer to 
love or follow Christ, unless Christ would draw the 
soul after Him — **Draw me (blessed Jesus) with the 
cords of Thy love — ^from the vanity of the world — 
the love of self — ^the snare of sin." Draw me, 
for I have no strength to deliver my own soul : 
which thing if thou wilt do — ^then when thou hast 
set my feet at liberty — then *^ we will run after 
Thee: " Wb, ue. every desire of the heart : "every 
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thought of the soul: every member of die body will 
run after Tliee in tlie way of Thy commandments — 
brought mto subjection to Thy law of love." 

Here (i) ai'e words of earnest entreaty — " Draw 
me." And (ii) words o{ holy resolution, "we will run 
after tliee." 

(i) " It is written in the Prophets — And tliey 
shall all be taught of God."*— Every man, tlierefore, 
tliat hath heard, and hath learned of God cometh 
to Christ Jesus." The language here belongs clearly 
to those who had already come to Christ and been 
made willing in die day of His power to believe 
in Him for lije and salvation. It is the truth of 
Scripture, and a trutli which we must each hold 
and experience in our own souls if we would be 
saved — that ** die condition of man after the fall o^ 
Adam, is such, that he cannot turn and prepare 
liimself by his own natural strength and good 
works to faith and calling upon God — so that we 
have no power to do good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God — without the grace of God by 
*• Christ PREVEKTING US: — (10 Article,) 

But this act of " pre-venient grace," by w^hich 
die blessed Spirit draws the sinner to Christ — by 
which that S[)irit convinces him first of sin and 
then of righteousfiess — drawing his soul with tlie 
" Cords of a man and with bands of lovt* ' — is not I 

1. J no. vi, i'C\ 
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apprehend the drawing — whicli the spouse of Clirist 
here prays for. This liad already taken place. 
The language employed here is evidently the lan- 
guage of one who had experienced that change by 
which old things were passed away and all was new. 
The new creation of the soul in Clu'ist Jesus — the 
second birth— Aarf already taken place. Else how 
should the believer desire More intimate commu- 
nion with Christ?— and more entire subjection of 
his will to Christ's ? if he had not already been 
drawn by the Spirit to Jesus and tasted something 
of the sweetness of Jesus' love ? 

Thus you see, that before you can enter into the 
spirit of this entreaty, ^^draw me," you must ex- 
perience in your soul that change, without which 
you cannot desire (still less enjoy) the presence and 
company of Jesus. 

Dear Reader — ^let me put it to you — with a 
solemnity of feeling with which such a question 
should both be asked and answered— ^2^ your 
soul ever been so convinced of sin by the Holy 
Ghost as to move you with fear to seek mercy from 
God through the blood of Jesus Christ ? 

Has God taken away thy stony heart and given 
you a heart of flesh ? 

Has God the Holy Ghost convinced you of your 
^l^mi of Jesus and enabled you to feel sl personal in- 
^Mit in the Saviour ? 
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Have you been drawn to Jesus ? 

Has the Spirit of God quickened your dead soul 
to spiritual life ? Are you dead or a' he ? 

Beloved, weigh these questions seriously ! Oh ! 
think, think before thy day of grace and mercy be 
clean gone for evermore— think of these things. 

Sin cannot draw you to Christ — but it will surely 
drag your soul to hell ! If, at tliis moment, your 
soul be unconscious of any work of grace : if you 
art still in your natural state — oh I what language 
can describe your hapless condition I May the 
Spirit of Him which raised up the Lord Jesus 
from death — quicken thy dead soul I Oh ! sinner 
as thine eye rests on these pages, consider that so 
long as thou art ignorant of Jesus and a stranger to 
His grace, thou art also an ^^ enemy to God by wicked 
tvorksJ**^ — Wilt thou not be afraid of God, who hath 
power to " kill both body and soul in hell .^"* His 
mercy thou art now despising I — His salvation thou 
art now neglecting I Oh I may God himself alarm 
thy soul my Brother ! May the Spirit of God move 
thee this moment to cry out, " What shall I do to 
be saved ? " The mighty God convince thee of sin 
and of righteousness ! and make thee feel thy 
wretched and pitiful state, while sejiarated from 
Him who is the fountain of life. — Oh ! may angels 
re'oice over thvsoul this very day. Ma > Jesus see 

1. Cul. i. 21. 2. Matt. x. 28. 
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ryf the travail of His soul and be satisfied, when he 
hears this prayer break forth from thy lips — " Draw 
me, blessed Saviour, and I will run after Thee /" 

I>et us look more particularly into the words of the 
entreaty, ** Draw meT* — ^regarding them as the 
[x*tition of a believer^s soul for closer cammuniaa 
with Jesus. 

** Draw me^ — This is the language of ear- 
nest awakening to faith and life. St. Peter 
writing to the Komans, exhorts them saying *^ it is 
high time to awake outof sleep, for H'jW is our Sal" 
vation nearer than when we bclieved,^^ But how 
comes it to pass, that Christians should be called upon 
to awake out of sleep? Are they not already awa- 
kened ? Have they not, long since, been aroused by 
the Holy Spirit from the sleep of death! Yes, 
midoubtedly — ye diat have put on Christ. He 
who aroused you will keep you awake imtil Jesus 
come. — Ye shall sleep no more the sleep of death. 
But sometimes believers grow lukewarm. Drowsi- 
ness overtakes them. Sleep falls upon them even 
when on the watch-tower. — They forget that the 
night is far sjTent and the day is at hand. — While 
thus slumbering : thus lukewarm : thus halting in 
the race — the Spirit of the Lord draws near and 
arouses them, as the angel did Elijah mider 
Juniper tree. And then th(j heart crieth out 

\. lloiii. xiii. 2. 
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for God — for the living Qod, Then is prayer 
quickened. Then like Jonah in the depths of the 
sea — ^like Manasaeh among the thorns of the toil- 
demess and the fetters of Babylon, the voice of 
faith is lifted up with earnest life and meaning — 
*' Draw me and I will run after thee.^^ 

But it is also the language of one conscious of 
being at a distance from Jesus. Not, you will 
understand a distance as regards union— -or affee^ 
tion on the part of Christ, (for a believing soul being 
once united to Jesus — cannot be distanced from him 
in the sense of separation.) For, says the Apostle, 
" Who shaU separiUe us from the love of Christ f 
shall trilfdationy or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?^^^ 

As regards union with the Lord, they are always 
** a people near unto the LordJ*^ — As for the love 
wherewith Jesus loves His Saints, having loved His 
oton, which were in the world. He loveth them imto 
the end. 

A mother may forget the child she gave birth 
to and nourished with her own life — (she may 
have no compassion on the son of her womb.) 
This is possible, strange and unnatural, as it may 
seem. — *^ They may forgeP^ — says the Holy Ghost, 
'* yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands.^'^ So that when 

1. Romans, viiL 85. I. l«a\a\ixs. V^. 
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it is said the language^ *' Draw me, 8fc*^ im- 
plies a consciousness of distance firom Jesns and a 
desire to be drawn nearer to him — I do not speak 
of distance in the sense of siparcUum from Christ, 
— ^neither of distance on the part of Christ towards 
the Believer's soul, as if he had ceased to love the 
souls of His people-^^hut that distance in the be- 
.liever's own soul, which every child of God often- 
times has to deplore and againit which we need pray 
without ceasing. Yes, Beloved, some who read 
these words, can enter into the meaning of the words 
" Draw me /" — conscious as you oftentimes must 
be of the distance between your soul and Christ — 
Distance which your daily cares and sorrows : your 
joys and troubles and contact with the world, your 
employments and your various callings — ^necessarily 
bring Witt them. And this is your struggl^to be 
in the world and yet not far from Jesus. 

This is your life — to be diligent in your appointed 
callings, fulfilling every social and felative duty, 
and yet living close to Jesus. 

This is your glory — ^to pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear and yet to live for Jesus, 
not for self: to please Jesus and not the world 1 

And oh! Beloved, ye that know the power of 
the Cross of Jesus Christ — ye that are striving to 
live like the chosen heritage of God : ye that know 
and lament the evU of your own hearts, its doubts 
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and unbelief: — ye know, and need not that I should 
remind you, that in Christ Jesus alone ye have the 
gift of the Spirit. Ask therefore and ye shall re- 
ceive. Pray for it and ye shall be filled. Lift up 
your voice and let your cry enter into His ears — 
" Draw me and toe will run after Thee.^^ 

This request further implies fear on the part of 
the believer— lest, like Demas, he should be drawn 
away from Christ into the world. — " Draw me," or 
else " / shall be drawn away," 

The fear of this temptation, brings many of God's 
people into bondage. Happy are they if this fear 
move them to flee from temptation and make a 
covenant with their eyes and hearts and ears against 
every thing of the kind.^ In this sense " blessed is 
the sotd that feareth always,^* But godly fear of 
this sort, must not be confounded with that kind of 
fear which fills the soul with doubts, and destroys 
that Jidl perstiasien and holy confidence which 
honors the Lord's promise — ^^and which takes God at 
his word. " Prudent fear is wisdom, we then take 
counsel of Gtxl : but much fear is unbelief we then 
take counsel of the Devil." — A believer cannot trust 
too little to himself But (blessed be God) he can- 
not trust too much in the all-sufficiency of Jesus. 
Does not your own experience confirm what the 
history of God's people in Scripture also teaches us 

1. Job xxxi. 1. 
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— that we should indeed be sorry keepers of our 
souls if left to ourselves ? The fallen angels were 
their own keepers and they lost heaven. — Adam 
was his own keeper and he lost Paradise.' — ^Noah 
was his own keeper when he took of the juice of 
the grape and was drunken.^ — Abraham was his 
own keeper when he joumied down to Gterar and 
through fear of man spake fahdy concerning his 
wife.^ — David was his own keeper when he said 
in his prosperity, " 1 shall never he moved^^ and 
afterwards sinned so a^rainst Grod and man.^ — Peter 
was his own keeper w^ he stood by the fire in the 
judgment haU ofKlate warming hLelf with the 
servants of the High Priest and there denied the 
Lord, and with oaths and curses said ^' I know 
not the manJ*^^ 

You see then what sorry keepers of ourselves we 
should be if left to ourselves. But blessed be God 
we are not alone. We have such a High [Vest as 
can be touched with our inJirmUies. To Him^ 
therefore. Christian Brethren, let us go. To Him 
let us take our temptations and fears, and beseech 
Him to get himself the victory for us. With the 
Church in my text, let us say " Draw »»e," — 
draw me from myself — draw me from the world — 
its lying vanities and ungodly maxims : draw me 

1. Gen. iii. 20. 2. Gen. ix 91. S. Gen. xii. 12—13. 
4. II. Samuel xi. 5 Luke xxii. 57* 
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from the snare of the great fowler — draw me blessed 
Saviour and then I "will run after thee." 

Notice too, the holy resohe of the petitioner — 
^* We will run after ihee^ 

• Draw me," (that we may run after thee.) 
We cannot do so, unless thou wilt draw us, but 
if thou wilt, then "we will run aftier thee.'* You 
observe a change of persons, first, "Draw me," and 
"then, " We will run afi»r thee." — By which some 
4liink that (the " me") is the language of the Church 
of Christ as one body — and (the " we") — ^the par- 
ticular members in the same. . 

Observe the language " we will run after thee." 
— It is a following after Christ — not a going to 
Him. They had already come to Him. They 
desire now to follow after Him. And not only to 
follow but to run. Peter followed Christ into the 
High Priest's house and tarried by the fire — But 
there he stumbled and felL A soul in good earnest 
runs. Believers, does not this holy resolve, go a 
step beyond even the most earnest of us? How 
many are well contented if they can quietly follow 
Christ afisu: off and just creep into Heaven I They 
run eagerly to Christ when danger presents itself. 
Like the sailors in 107th Psalm, " When the storms 
have brought them to their wifs end then they cry 
unto the Lord in their trouble /" — ^But oh ! how 
few follow the Lamb now whithersoever Taa Y'^^^^Ocv 
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them I Christ Jesus is the fore-runner. He has 
gone before us. He has left us an example both in 
doing and suffering, as the fcdfiller of Righteousness 
and the Captain of Salvation. If you are only fol- 
lowing the multitude — ^if you only desire just as 
much religion as wiU let you pass on with the world 
without reproach— just that amount of profession 
as will give ease to your conscience — verily, I tell 
you, you are denying Christ, when you should con- 
fesshim. And oh I remember — if ye deny Him before 
MEN, He will deny you before his Holy Angels 1 — 
Remember Brethreji, that Holy Scripture represents 
the Christian as running a race — Christ as the 
mark, after which we press forward — Heaven the 
glorious prize for which we run ! " So run that ye 
may obtain^ — ue, use such diligence^ care, and 
constancy in your Christian course that ye may 
obtain the Orotcn cf Olory. Not that running in 
the ways of His commandments is the cause of 
your obtaining the prize, as it written " It is not of 
Him that toiUethf nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy, ^^^ But it is your privilege, 
and your wisdom, and your joy, to be found alway 
running in the way of life. 

Believers in Jesus, this holy resolve, is one which 
becomes you to make — ^^ Draw me and we voxU 
run after TheeP Do not loiter by the way. Think 

1 Rom. ix. 19. 
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not^ as though you had akeady obtained or were 
ab*eady perfect. Count not yourself to have appre- 
hended^ but forgetting the things behind^ reach 
forth unto those which are before^ and press towards 
the mark for the prize of our calling in Christ Jesus. 

Let this be your constant petition^ coupled with 
its holy resolve—**' Draw me and toe will run after 
Thee.^'^Run cheerfully and rapidly and vnttingly 
after Jesus. Let David's resolve be ours^ — ^^I wiU 
run in the way of thy cotnmandments when thou 
shaU enlarge my hearU^^ Remove the backward- 
ness that is in me firom duty and I shall observe to 
do all thy counsels cheerfiilly and joyftdly, 

Run swiftly also. "I made haste and delayed 
not to keep thy commandments.''^^ *^ Immediately ^^ 
says St. Paul, **/ conferred not with flesh and 
blood f^*^ when God called me by His Son Jesus 
Christ, and sent me to preach the Gospel. The 
Apostle took not counsel of man. He acted decisively 
and swiftly. 

So run too that you may obtain. 

*' Let your running be like the running of one 
that hath strength.^* — To run a little way and then 
stop by the way side for recovery of strength and 
breath is sorry work for an earnest racer. There- 
fore run perseveringly like one that hath strength. 
This you have not in yourself. But there is ful- 

1. Psalm cxix. 82. 2. Psalm cxix. 60. 3 Gal. \. V^. 
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ness of strength in Christ Wait therefore upon 
the Lord in prayer, and "you shall then renew your 
strength, shall run and not be weary y and walk 
and not faint." ^ The time is short — the stream 
of life runs fest— each moment brings yuu nearer 
to Christ's presence and eternity. Ohl that you 
may be led to consider solemnly " ajter what am I 
running" Is it after things on earth f or things 
that belong unto Salvation ? Take heed that ye be 
running in the right way-the strait and narrow 
path. Be as those ready to go forth to meet their 
returning Lord. Signs and warnings fall thickly' 
round us. The Lord is dealing with his own 
people as he dealt with Lot in Sodom. — Judgment 
is beginning at the house of the Lord and what 
think ye shall be the end of those that know no* 
the Lord ?^ Let God's people be warned ! aroused I 
encouraged! Let them be zealous and do their 
first works! — ^Let them come out more decidedly 
than ever for the Lord and be separate &om the 
world, and touch not the unclean things thereof I 
The master calls you Beloved People of God, to 
rise up higher in the scale of spiritual life. Halt 
no longer between Christ and Mammon. He calls 
you to live more earnestly for Him. Please not 
yourselves even as He pleased not Himself. Look 
off the world to Jesus. Gaze upon the face of your 

1. Isaiah xl. 31. 2. Pet iv. 17. 
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Kitig in his glory until beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord — ^you become changed into the 
same image^ firom g^ory to glory as by the Spirit 
of the Lordl 

" The King hath brought me into His chamhersJ* 
' — Who is the King and what are these ** cham- 
bers" into which the believer (in answer to 
prayer in the first clause of the verse,) was 
now brought? A greater King than Solomon 
is here. He it is who as God, is King of 
the Earth and Heaven and Hell — and as Mediae 
tor has a kingdom which He purchased with his 
own blood-^a spiritual kingdom of redeemed souls 
— a kingdom which shall endure — which, as the 
Wonderftd Counsellor, He will rule ^ id righteous- 
ness when all earthly dominions and principalities 
have been swept away by the besom of des- 
truction ! 

It is Jesus, the ^' Head over all things to His 
Church" — the Lord, the King of His Church and 
SaintSy who is here spoken of ^^Hath brought me 
into His 6%amier5,"— literally, " ha^h caused me 
to come, (in answer to my prayer) by drawing we." 
- — I called unto Him, " Quicken me O Lord in Thy 
ways*^ — ^* Draw me and I will run after thee*^ — 
Andlo! my King and my Lord brought me into 
closer and more intimate communion with Himself 

1. Daniel vii. 25, 27. 
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— ** He hath brought me into his chambers.*^ -^^hi 
the mount of prayer is Christ's church set. There 
is His presence felt and there His £Ayours enjoyed 
by His faithfcd praying children.— There He shews 
himself. There He displays His Grace. There He 
draws nigh to the believer's soul and displays to 
Him the gifts of His grace and the treasures of Hi» 
unsearchable riches t 

Prayer is the presence-chamber of our God. 
In it we draw near to Gkxl and eome before His- 
presence*^— *^ In it the believer hath access to the 
Father^ as one that brings a petition to a Prince i» 
called into His presence-chamber. "^Or, by " cham^ 
berSy^ may be signified the ordinances of Christ's 
house to which the belieyer is drawn and in which 
he receives much joy and peace and consolation — ' 
sometimes in the prayers or in the praises of God's 
house, or in the ministry of His word and celebra* 
tion of the Holy Sacraments ! 

The King meets them in His temple — He look» 
forth upon their souls through the " windouT of Hi» 
ordinances, and shews himself through the ^^ lattice** 
of His word and sacrament. 

He does not suffer tliem to stand among the outer 
court worshippers, but enters into the innermost 
chamber of their souls — ^handles their consciences, 
rebukes, reproves, exhorts, comforts and encourages 

1. James iv. 8. 2. Ephes. ii. 18. 
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them^-disdoses to them the secrets of His grace s 

assures them of His lovei mifolds to them the 
mysteries of His kingdom: and shewing them 

'^ things which ejje hath not eeen, nor ear heard, 

nor hcUh entered into the heart of man to conceive^ 

— fills their souls with joy and peace unspeakable 

and full of glory. 

Is it not so ? Hath not your King^ even Jesu^^ 
** drawn you*' — ^yea, " caused you to come into His 
chambers,"^ and there in the " breaking of bread*' — 
(yes, perhaps when sin and sorrows manifold were 
well nigh breaking your burdened hearts,) made 
himself known to you — given you such a sight of 
Himself — ^bleeding — weeping — agonizing — for you : 
- — ^but now exalted — interceding for you : that you 
have felt all your sorrows vanish where your sins 
have long before gone : your soul has been filled 
with joy. — ^^ The King hath brought me into His 
chamber"* — " Iwitl be glad and rtgoic^ — Blessed 
happy beiiever — ^these spiritual chambers ofChrist*9 
presence and love, are but types of those chambers 
— ^ those many mansions^ in His Father's house 
which He is gone to prepare ! These joys are but 
like the grapes of E&hcol ! — They are but the fore* 
tastes of those " exceeding riches of his graced* 
which, in the ages to come, ye shall for ever enjojr 

^ Been now/* saitfa the Apostle, "* Ee hath n 
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t^;^ Up together and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, ^'^ 

Even now we share His honours and grace and 
glory I Even now we have joy and peace, (not as 
the world giveth, nor such as the World knoweth 
of,) but a deep calm of holy joy and expectatiom 
waiting for the full redemption of the soul— to wit 
—the coming and presence of the King in His 
Glory! Oh I most glorious hour when in the 
presence of their King, the people of God shall be 
gathered I— Then, in truth, the King will take them 
into " His chamhers.^^ " / heard a voice from 
heaVen saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours ; and their woiks do follow them.'*^ They 
cease from their weary nights of pain — ^they cease 
from their long day of toils — they cease from the 
buffetings of Satan — ^the unkindness of Saints — • 

the temptations of flesh and blood— 

" They sleep in Jesus and are blest, 

How sweet their slumbers are : 
From suffering and froit. sin released, 

And freed from every care.** 

But, great as •are the privileges of Christ*s faith- 
ful ones — they must not be thereby lifted up into 
vain conceits — " What hast thou Believer! which 
thou hast not received f^^ " Now, if thou hast 

1. Rev. xiv, IS. 
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reeewed U wijf «fo$l lAoit jfhry «$ if(A^¥ hfi^H m4 
received iti^^ Hast thou iiKietnl etvmo into Hw 
King^s cliambers? Hath He iudtHHl sJunvn Uuh^ 
such wonderful ccaadesceusion to give tlaH> 0ief>^9 
to His own immediate presence, and admit t)uH> tt> 
such close communion and fellowslup with lumtidf ? 

Well, but it is writt^— " He hafh niiOuoiiT 
me.*' You did not bring yom^selvea. Ho cauAtnl 
you to come. He drew you by tlio coixla of lovt>~ 
not because he saw any thing excellent in tl^euji but 
because He had a fayouk unto tliee. 

" We will be glad and r(f/oice in ihee.**^ Jonu* 
is the OBJBCT of the believer's joy. Ho rejtjiooi 
not in himself: not in his privileges : not i^i hin 
graces or feelings — but in Jesus only. 

And oh ! what cause has every rauHomad blood* 
bought soul to rejoice and be glad in JeHUPit-^IIii« 
PERSON, how glorious ! — HiH FiTNRiiii, how vom^ 
plete ! — His fulness, how suffloient / — H J* 
GLORY, how incomparable ! 

*' ITie brightness of His Father^ s glory and th$ 
express image of His person.^*^ " Mmmanufilf Oo4 
with us /" 

Oh ! who can speak His praisen I • 
can utter His glories I 

Were all created nature suddenly 
vocal, and unite in one b 

1. PialiD xlir. t. 2, lUK 
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would but faintly express the glory and worship 
and honour of Him who once was ** slain for usl* 
but now at Grod's right hand sitteth as King for 
evermore 1 

Oh ! well may you rejoice and be glad in your 
King ! It becometh well the righteous to be glad. 

R^oice that you have a Saviour — ^Think of your 
sins — ^the sin of nature inherited — and the sins of 
childhood, and of youth, and of riper years : secret 
sins and presumptuous ones : sins of ignorance and 
of negligence: of omission and wilAilness. Re- 
member tliat the penalty of one sin is Eternal 
Death. Remember without shedding of blood, there 
is no *^ remission of sin.^^ Have you not good 
cause tlien to be glad and rejoice in Jesus as a 
Saviour^? Rejoice thai you hate such a Saviour I 
Just such an one as we so much needed : one to 
make atonement for sin ; one to give peace to the 
troubled conscience: one to give comfort in trial: 
stiengtli and support in the hour of dai^ess : and 
in the valley of the sliadow of death to be your 
guide. 

He has done great things for His peopie, 
whereof they are cmd must be glad. 

He engaged as their surety in the everlasting 
covenant. 

In the fulness of time He came : — assumed their 
ven* nature — endured the penalty due to sin 
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carried their griefs — bore their sorrows — made full 
and sufficient atonement for their sins — reconciled 
their Grod — ^purchased their redemption — secured 
their calling and election — and now He is gone to 
prepare Heaven for ^Aw" reception — and sends forth 
His Spirit to prepare them for its glories. Now 
He is interceding for them on the throne of His 
Father — ^where now he condescends to call Himself 
" brother," ** husband/' " friend," " their everlast- 
ing Father," their « all in alL" 

Ohl is it any wonder that they should rejoice 
and be glad in such a Saviour — such a King " / 
voiU greatly ry'oice in the Lord^ my soul shall be 
joyftd in the Ood of my salvation.^' 

It is your privilege, nay, your duty to rb- 
JOICE in your King and His salvation. I say 
your duty, for Jesus your King and Saviour, by 
His Apostle, St Paul, commands you to rejoice — 
^^r^'oice in the Lord always^ and again I say re/oiceJ**^ 

Oh 1 beware of triffing with any of Christ's com- 
mands. This is one of them : — " Rqjoice a!way in 
the Lord:' 

Yon msLj he feeble ; tempted; tried; cast doum 
— ^be it sa Are you Grod's child ? ,Do you know 
Jesus and the power of His grace? Weill even 
you — oppessed — ^tempted and tried 
conunanded to '^rejoice" 

I. PhU. iv. 4. 
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Oh 1 yes, Christian, if any man has cause for joy, 
TOU more than all I 

However deep your trials ! or trying yoiir cir- 
cumstances 1 you may rejoice and be glad in 
Christ joxir Saviour. All things are yours, if ye 
are Christ's. — Amidst all the changes and chances 
of this mortal life — amidst dying friends : broken 
bonds : empty cisterns : cold looks : rude manners : 
cruel betrayers : oh I to rejoice in Jesus I " In Him 
all fulness dwells.^^^ All that a poor redeemed sin- 
ner wants for time and eternity, to make Him holy 
and HAPPY and high and contented: to present 
Him faultless before the throne of Christ (without 
spot or hlemishy) pardoned, accepted, and 
RIGHTEOUS— all He has in Jesus ! Oh ! that you 
may realize this 1 Oh ! that Jesus may manifest 
Himself to your soull Oh! that all may see His 
excellency — rejoice in His beauty— and so be lifted 
up above the poor perishing, dying, creature- 
comforts, as to rejoice and be glad in our King and 
Saviour 1 

But there be some who read these words whose 
joy I could wish turned into mourning and sorrow 
and lamentations — Ah I your joy is like the "crack- 
ling of thorns under a pot"^ I could wish your 
present joy turned into wailing and grief I 

My heart is pained for you, for the Ijord tells 

L Col. i. 19. 2. Ecc. vii. 6. 
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you ^ Blessed are they that mourn.** — Ahl if you 
die, as you are now — ^you will weep and motim for 
eternity I 

With a deadly disease poisoning your life- 
bloody with the sentence of death written on your 
very body, you are yet living in pleasure and 
and jollity — ^though Christless I But you will mourn 
one day when you " look on Him whom you have 
pierced !" You will weep then, when you cry to 
THE ROCKS to fall upon you I Oh I most misera- 
ble men — who have no Christ to be glad and re- 
joice in! Unhappy — most unhappy men who 
have Christ and the wine of his joy set before you 
— ^yet will not come to Him ! You prefer the wine- 
cups of the world which make men's souls drunk 
with its lies and deceits, to the wine of Christ's 
vineyard I 

And wilt thou poor worlding, despise Jesus still ? 
Again He calls thee — again invites thee — " come 
weary Sinner come /" 

Haw fearful their doom, when Christ leaves 
Christless souls to themselves — saying *^ Not one of 
those that were bidden shall taste T^ Believe me, 
though the Gospel of Salvation be indeed " GLAD 
tidings" now — it will assuredly bring the heaviest 
tidings to them who neglect it hereafter. None si 
so deep into hell as those who stumble over 

1. Lake xiv. 24. 
£ 
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broken, slain, and pierced Christ : with the sound 
of His' Gospel ringing in their ears — as they jfisdl 
headlong into the bottomless pit I 

" The upright love Thee /" 

The notion which Holy Scripture gives us^of the 
" uprighty'^ is that of a person who is in the right 
wag : and who walks straight along that way. It 
pre-supposes and indeed positively affirms that once 
they were " out of the wagJ*^ — *^ There is none 
upright among men,^^^ 

" Ood made man upright^^' — " Imt man found 
out many inventions^^^ — (sinful as well as foolish,) a 
sufficient proof, surely, that man is not upright as 
when he walked with God in the cool of the 
evening. 

As the Ninth Article of the Church of Englan(j 
says, " he is very far gone from original righteous^ 
nesSy^ — *^ quam longissime distet,^ — as far gone 
as possible. This is an humbling confession. You 
are ready to protest against such a statement. But 
it is the solemn truth of Holy Scripture — and a 
truth which must be experienced by every soul that 
would attain to everlasting life. 

But is it not possible for a man to be " upright^* 
even though He hath not one spark of God's Holy 
Spirit in his soul ? Are there not instances of per- 
sons destitute of grace exhibiting withal some kind 

1. Micah vii. 2. 2. Ecc. vii. 29. 
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of uprightness in their conduct and character ? This 
cannot be denied, (rod himself bears witness of 
Abimdech, the King of Gerar — that what he did 
in the matt^ of taking Sarah, He did in the t^^ri^iU- 
ne$s of his heart — ^ I know thou didst Ms in the 
integrity of thine hearL^^ 

But this Abimelech, was not of the ^uprigkC* 
His ufurightness, thoogh very admirable, was not 
that which God accepteth. '^ The Lord sedh not 
as man seeih.^^ 

There are two grand dejects in the uprightness of 

a mere moral person — which distinguishes it from 
QospdoT Evangelical uprightness. — ^It springs from 

a wrong source and it aims at a wrong end. 

It springs firom *^ an unrenewed heart J* — This 

mars all the beauty of a moral man^s uprightness. 

Naaman was a great man with his master and 

honourable : he was also a mighty man of valour — 

BUT he was a Leper. His leprosy spoiled all else. 

And so with these, they are very &ir in the eyes 

of the world, very profitable to those whom thejf 

associate with — but they are ChrisUess — gracdess 

persons. '^ They are more profitable 

than the next" — And even of thi 

boast, for it is Grod's restraining 

own inherent love for that which 

that leads them to do the thing 

1. Gen. XX. 6. 
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So God said to Abimelech, ^^ / also withheld thee 
from sinning against ww." 

Mo7'al uprightness is defective also in another 
respect — " it falls short of the right object^ 

The Apostle's aim ought to be the aim of every 
professor — ^^ Whatever ye do — do all to tlie Olory 
of Gody^ 

It is indispensably necessary to make you truly 
upright before the Lord, that the glory of God be 
the chief end and object of your every day^s life. 
And as St Paul tells us — "We must have grace 
from God if we are to aim at God,^ He tells us 
there (i) " that the uprightness which is acceptable 
to Gody is that which brings forth the fruits of 
righteousness to the praise of God,^^ u e. where the 
glory of God is the end of all our actions ; and (ii) 
" That such fruit cannot be produced but by Jesus 
Christ.^^ In other words, that the soul must be 
planted in Christy before it can thus sincerely and 
uprightly bear fruits of righteousness to the praise 
and glory of God. 

The Apostle says — " These fruits of righteous- 
ness are by Jesus Christ.^^ What men do by 
themselves, they do for themselves. They eat of 
the fruit of their own 'labours and bless themselves 
in their own souls. 

But, the soul of the Believer, who loves the Lord 

1. I. Cor. X. 31. 2. Phil. i. 10—11. 
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Christ dodi all for Christy by Christ, ami t\> 



Now, if this be so: — if unrtfemttUfi luwi mv 
hare a certain mprigiiness of soul which c\^umoivihi 
them to the world, <Ak ! how carciViI should C^hristNi 
pe(^ be» lest they be jmi to sAame by tlhvio who 
ndther have grace nor care to make much pmfx^Mioii 
in Christ's name. Shall tlio ffraeel^smwa walk up- 
rigktlff with his neighbour ? scom to tn^ found guilty 
of a folsehood ? be foithful to his prtnuiso y Ih> u|w 
r^ht in his dealings ? And shall Ohrist*s diMoiphui 
be found wanting in these things. Shall a Chris*' 
tian's promise be found foorthless f a (>hriMtiiui*s 
word /alsef a Christian's dealing with his Hfiffk-^ 
hour over-reaching? God forbid it I Hocause of 
these things the Word of God is blasphoinoil by tlio 
ungodly. Firt/y, verily, except your right(U)UHnuiiH 
exceed the righteousness of such as tluvtOi you 
make your boast of uprightness in vuin. 

You suffer the Christless man, in his moral up* 
rightness of heart to exceed you in tiin iioing of 
those things, which, when done, leaves iiiiii short of 
Christ and Heaven ! 

Christians, how should you watch and pray^ kwi 
peradventure you put words into the moutlis 
wicked to reprove im witliall They 
prove you but they also reprove your Ulesi 
and Master I How should we take 
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to our walk and conversation before the 19trid> 
lest we bring reproach on the name and cause of 
Jesus 1 The world sees not the Christian in his 
closet. It knows not his close walk with God in 
secret These things it laughs to scorn. But it 
watches him in his dealings and engagements with 
itself and child|*en. It listens to our wordsj when in 
matters of duty and business we are compelled to 
have dealings with it, and judges us and our pro- 
fession of Christ accordingly. 

Oh ! how careful then should you be that it may 
have no real ground of speaking evil of the ways of 
God : but that through evil report and good report 
you may be found upright before men, ** having a 
conscience void of offence both toward man and 
God."*' 

The uprightness mentioned here is peculiar to 
those, and those only who love Christ ^^ The tip- 
right love TheeJ*^ This is the evidence of their being 
truly upright Gospel uprightness hath its peculiar 
marks of excellence, just as the uprightness of 
graceless souls hath its peculiar defects. Was that 
defective both in its beginning and its end ? This is 
excellent both in its end and its beginning. The 
Spirit of the Lord is its spring — ^the glory of Christ 
Jesus is its great aim and object' 

Now this ^* Oodly sincerity *' of which the Apostle 

1. Acta xxiv. 16. 8. % Cor, i. 12. 
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s, exactly answers to the uprightness of our 
text. And he says concerning it, that it is by the 
** grace of Ood,^ It is ^^ godly** because it comes 
from Gody and leads to God. It is not of flesh and 
blood, neither by the will of man — ^but of God — and 
not only of God, as we may say of all other things. 
This uprightness of heart is the special gift — the 
covenant-ffft of God.^ This "one heart** is the 
" godly sincerity " of which St Paul speaks, and the 
"uprightness** of which Solomon speaks. It is 
opposed to the double heart of the hypocrite : to the 
subtle and crooked policy of the world. It is the 
"single eye ** of which our Master tells us " the 
which if a man hathy his wlwle body is full of light **^ 

This uprightness is distinguished also from the 
uprightness of the mere moral man in respect of its 
great aim and object. Its great desire is to please 
Christ Jesus, and to live for His glory. Its great 
aim is not to obtain the favour of the world, but the 
favour of Him who created us by his word, and re- 
deemed us by his blood. 

Hence, David (Ps. cxxv. 4.) ». e. whose hearts are 
straight with God: who desire to serve Him 
with an upright purpose of soul: who live by 
Faith on Christ JesuSy and whose words and actions 
are without dissimulation — " Israelites indeed in 
whom there is no guile** 

1. Ex. xi. 19. 2. Mat iri. VL. 
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" The upright love Thee^ It is equally tme 
that Christ hves the uprighL Solomon tells us so.^ 
How great is this expression Brethren: Grod^DB- 
LiGHTETH in the upright*' His soul takes pleasui^e 
in the upright man as one in whom he sees his 
own glorious image reflected. 

(jod has put peculiar honour in Holy Scripture 
on men of this character. He has marked them out 
as men of no common character. 

Speaking of Job's uprightness^ God marks him 
out as one unequalled. '^ Sone like him in the 
earthy a perfect man and upright,*^^ Mention is 
made of his wealthy and his greatness y and laspou}er9 
but when God glorieth over Satan in having such a 
servant^ he makes mention only of this. He does 
not say "Hast thou considered my servant Joh> 
none so rich, so princely y so honourable " but^ none 

so " UPRIGHT ! " 

See again what a monument of glory Grod hath 
erected to his servant Caleb — ^^ BtU my sefvasU 
CaleV^ And why was Caleb thus distinguished 
above the host of Israel ? ^^ Because he had (mother 
Spirit in him '* — a nobler and more excellent spirit 
than they all. And wherein did this appear ? " He 
followed the Lord fully." By referring to Joshua 
14th c. 7 — 9 V. you will find that it was the upright^ 

1. Pro. xi, 20. 2. Job i. 8. 

3. Num. xiv. 24. 
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nes8 of his heart — ^the righteousness of his eye to 
God's glory, which drew from the Holy One of Israel 
such commendation. Twelve spies had been sent out 
to spy out the land of Canaan, and bring again their 
report After forty days they return to the camp 
of Israel, bearing a duster 0/ grapes and other fruits 
of the land. They reported that the land was good, 
but the people strong and mighty y and moreover 
they dwelled in walled cities. The other ten who 
went with him suited their report to the feelings and 
prejudices of Israel. But Caleb brought word to 
Moses as it was in his heart With uprightness and 
sinceritff of soul he spake what he believed to be 
true/ and hence God greatly honoured him, and 
as long as Holy Scripture is read and loved — as 
long as God's name is feared upon earth this shall 
be testified of the uprightness of Caleb "^Aa^" Ac 
followed the Lord fully and spake that which was 
in his heart .'" 

Christian Reader, do you not feel reproved by 
this upright Jew ? Does not his boldness and sin- 
cerity condemn you ? Have you not sometimes 
found yourself afraid of man's wrath and man's frown ? 
Instead of walking and speaking with sincerity and 
uprightness of soul, we have walked and spoken as 
if afraid of the truth. Forgetting God's presence, 
you liave trembled at the opinion and opposition of 
a jEwor sinful world that lieth in wickedness. Oh I foe 
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that grace which flourished in Caleb's soul, that we 
might always act upon the light and truth we already 
possess I Pray for more light to see distinctly the 
mind and toUl of God — and when you see it, act 
upon it resolutely, leaving all the consequences to 
God! 

Dear Christian Behever, if God, even thy God» 
hath blessed thy soul with this grace of uprightness, 
if He hath adorned thee with this crown and 
diadem — He hath honoured thee greatly, forasmuch 
as He hath given thee a ^^heart after God's heart" 
Nothing makes a soul more like God, than sincerihf 
and upightness of soul. God is a God of truihy and 
He ffhries in truth. 

When therefore Grod, by His blessed Spirit, gives 
truth and sincerity of heart to a Believer's soul. 
He clothes it with His own clothing — ^as it is written, 
" Who clothes himself with truth and righietmsness 
as a garment" But take heed of resting in that 
uprightness. Forget not that it is the free grace of 
a gracious God, who only causeth thee to diflfer 
from the unregenerate and the hypocrite. If the 
Holy Ghost were to leave thee, where would be thy 
truth and uprightness ? 

Shall the axe boast itself against the tree which 
it casteth down ? — or shall the vessel of gold exult 
over the earthenware pot ? What can the fixe do 
without the workman's arm and hand ? — and hath 
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not the artificer all the praise as well for ^ golden 
vase is the earthen disli ? Beloved, if thy soul be 
upright^ and if in the uprightness of thine heart 
thou hast been able to resist the Devil, and triumph 
over temptations before which others have fallen — 
rranember, ** The Lord is thy strengtli, and tlierefore 
let Him be thy song." — ^^ I^ot unto us Lordy not 
ufUo uSy but unto Thy name be the Olory.*^ 

But suppose your heart testifies against you. 
Reader, concerning this matter — that it is not up' 
fight before the Lord. What then ? The day and 
the hour cometh, when every secret of thine heart 
will be made manifest: when those awful books 
will be opened by One who hatli the power to break 
the seals — and authority to judge the living and 
the dead ! Oh I how vainly thou wilt cry out to 
the mountains and hUls to fall upon thee, and 
hide thee from the wrath of the Lamb 1 Oh I what 
a word will that be, at the last, when thou shalt cry 
out for mercy y and the Lord saith — " / know thee 
not ! Thou art not one of mine ! Thy soul never 
loved me in uprightness,^* 

Surely Sinner, if " Joseph's Brethren were con- 
founded when he said to them, *^I am Joseph whom 
ye sold** — ^if they could not endure his presence or 
his voice; how intolerable will the voice of the 
Lord, the Judge be." **/ am Jesus whom thou hast 
mocked with thy false-hearted profession of love! " 
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^/oM JetuM wham ihau iastpiefred ttiti ikf sin$r 
**Iam Jenu to triam iiau iast preferred ike n^brUTs 
gainMy amd pUa»wre»j and good mame! " ^I am 
Jeeus whom thorn didst $eO far the enjoym^ent of 
thine own luds ! ^ ^^Fepari thorn cursed tme to thine 
own place of torment^ prepared far the DecQ and 
his Angels ! " 

Bat ^ Unto the upright shall there arise light in 
darknessy^ yea, the ^^ generation of the upright 
shaU be blessed!'-' 



5. I am black, but comeljf, ye daughters of Jerusalem^ 
a9 the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solowum, 

The two last clauses of this verse answer to the 
two first — ^thus: "/ am black (O ye daughters of 
Jerusalem) as the tents of Kedar^ but comely as 
the curtains of Solomon.^^ 

This may seem an exaggerated paradox, but it is 
the language of sober truth and experience. Let us 
examine the description which the Church gives of 
herself in answer, perhaps to some such objection as 
" ^Vho art thou that shouldest pretend to have 
any such Royal Bridegroom^ and layest claim to 
such high privileges ?" To whom the Church an- 
swers in the spirit of Him, who by grace could my 

1. Psalm exit 4, 
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^^IJige, y^natl^iut Christ liveth in me.*^^ " / am 
blach*^ (by nn and iiatu,re) ^'as the tents ofKedar^** 
'' iu^ comely " (by grace aud the rightoousness of 
Christ) ^' as the curtains of Solomon.*^ 

3y the *^ daughters of Jerusafem** who are 
frequently mentioned in this Song, we may under- 
stand ffoung converts^ whose knowledge was but 
small^ and their experience only that of babes. 
They are noted constantly as being the companions 
and fiiend^ of the Church of Christ. To these she 
gives this character of herself^ and the reason for 
doing so seems to be for the purpose of removing 
the objections which might have arisen in their 
minds respecting her. 

T[>e condition of Christ's people in this world is 
often one of great offence to young Believer?- 
They cannot imderstand why God's people should 
be an afflicted people^ while ^Hhe wicked flourish as 
green bay trees,^* Neither can we wonder that 
^e inconsistencies and failv*gs and infirmities of 
the righteous prove to them almost insurmoimtable 
barriers. The Church of Christ, therefore, by 
an act of Faith glories in her Grace, as well 
as acknowledges her natural corruptness — "/ 
0m blacky SfcV These words are expressive of 
the spriritul complexion and state of every true 
Believer. Reader, if thy soul has not had like 

1. GaLii.20. 
P 
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^lam Jesus whom thou hast pierced mth thy sins!^ 
**Iam Jesus to whom thou hast preferred the %§iyrWs 
gainSy and pleasures^ and good name! " ^^ I am 
Jesus whom thou didst sell for the enjoyment of 
thine own lusts ! " "Depart thou cursed one to thine 
own place of torment, prepared for the DevU and 
his Angels ! " 

But " Unto the upright shall there arise light in 
darknesSy^ yea, the "generation of the upright 
shall be blessed!**^ 



\ 



5. I am black, but comely, ye daughters of Jerttaalem^ 
an the tents of Kedar^ as the curtains of Solomon. 

The two last clauses of this verse answer to the 
two first — thus; "/ am black (0 ye daughters of 
Jerusalem) as the tents of Kedar, but comely as 
the curtains of Solomon,^* 

This may seem an exaggerated paradox, but it is 
the language of sober truth and experience. Let us 
examine the description which the Church gives of 
herself in answer, perhaps to some such objection as 
" ^Vho art thou that shouldest pretend to have 
any such Royal Bridegroom, and layest claim to 
such high privileges ^" To whom the Church aur 
gwers in the spirit of Him, who by grace coul^ say 

1. Psalm cxii. 4, 
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*'I iiifie, y^ noil, but Christ liveih in m^."^ ** I am 
black** (bj on and i}Atafe)^'as the tents of Kedar!* 
** but comely '* (bj grace and die rightetousness of 
Christ) ^* as the curtains of Solomon.** 

By the ** daughters of Jerusalem** who are 
frequently mentioned in this Song, we may under- 
stand ffoung converts, whose knowledge was but 
small, and their experience only that of babes. 
Tliey are noted constantly as being the companions 
and friends of the Chtux^h of Christ. To these she 
gives this character of hei^elf, and the reason for 
doing so seems to be for the purpose pf removing 
the objections which might have arisen in their 
mmds respecting her. 

T^e condition of Christ's people in this world is 
often one of great offence to young Believers* 
They cannot understand why God's people should 
be an afflicted people, while "the wiched flourish as 
green bay trees** Neither can we wonder that 
^e inconsistencies and faiivfgs and infirmities of 
the righteous prove to them almost insurmountable 
barriers. The Church of Christ, therefore, by 
an act of Faith glories in her Grace, as well 
as acknowledges her natural corruptness — "/ 
am black, Sfc** These words are expressive of 
the spriritul complexion and state of every true 
Believer. Reader, if thy soul has not had like 

I. GaLii. 20. 
F 
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lifted np the warning voice. *^Mark Ihem toMeh 
cauBe divisions and offences contrary to ihe 
doctrines ye have Uamedy and avoid them** Wlr^ 
avoid them? *^ Because they are such as serve not 
the Lord Jesus Christy but their oum belly ; and by 
good words and fair speeches ^ deceive ihe hearts of 
the simple.**^ 

Therefore marvel not if ye see the Church 
of Christ sitting by the rivers of Babylon, sorrowing 
in her humiliation I Marvel not if, in these latter 
days, you see the Church of Christ torn with con- 
tending passions of evil men, who consider not that 
they do evil. Thus it must be till the end coma 
The goats will still be with the sheep — and the 
wolves in sheeps' clothing. The tares will grow np 
with the wheat, until He shall come, whose fim is 
already in His hand — whose judgements are already 
"beginning at the House of Grod": the first drop- 
pings of that fiery shower, which shall consume the 
ungodly as chaff. After that He hath thoroughly 
purged his floor, then will He gather the righteous 
into His gamer — ^but bum up the wicked in thd 
flames of Hell' 

Again, in another sense, may the Church of 
Christ be said to be ''black** — because of the j9^^6>- 
cutions and reproaches of the world, which ** every 
one who will live a godly life'* must suffer. The 

1. Rom. xvi. 18. 2. Mat iiL 12. 
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days of reproach and shameful mockings are passed 
away from the Church of Christ She is honoured, 
outwardly at least St. Paul, were he to appear 
among men now, would be admired and courted by 
all. But yet it is as true now, as it was when he 
wrote to Timothy, " Ihat they that will live godly in 
Christ tvill Buffer persecution,**^ The Aposde's 
remark is in the most general form. It is applicable, 
in an equal degree, to all ages. True, Christains 
now-a-days pass among men with but little reproach 
and persecution. But wherefore ? Is it not because 
they do not live godly in Christ Jesus ? They 
surrender their principles to the world — they yield 
up every point where the world really opposes them 
— ^they join in the world's fashions, and the world's 
amusements, and the world's vanities — they take up 
the world's language, and fall in with the world's 
schemes — until the world recognises in them its 
own children. It loves, and even sometimes rejoices 
over them. And though it crucified their Master 
and persecuted His Apostles, it sees in these modem 
Disciples of the lowly Jesus, so little resemblance to 
Him — so little conformity to His will and example 
— as to let them pass on, free from reproach and 
persecution. Is it not true ? Do we not feel 
it, and condemn it in our own selves? Do we not 
see it, and lament it as one of the saddest marks of 

1. II. Tim. iii. 12. 
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the present age, that the professing Church of Christ 
has come so near the world — joined in its unhallowed 
alliances — countenanced its ungodly practices — 
palliated its unscriptural views : and the world has 
come so near the Church — imitated so ingeniouslj 
its spirit — learned so accurately its doctrines — 
clothed itself so deceitfully with mock garments of 
its Righteousness — ^that it needs a practised eye and 
a skilful discemer of real character, to distinguish 
the Worldly Professor from the Child of God. 

Nevertheless the record is true, " They that wilt 
live godiy in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution^*^ 
Yes, and it is equally true that such as do live godly 
in Christ Jesus, do suffer persecution, in one form 
or another, for Righteousness sake. Some may 
suffer in one form — some in another. The peculiar 
situation of each in this life may be favourable or 
otherwise to the service of Christ Jesus. But all 
in some degree, who do truly aim at living godly 
in Christ, must ^Hhrough much tribulation enter 
into the Kingdom.*^ 

Reader, possibly you are one of those who are 
just entering upon the service of Christ Jesus. In 
the real spirit of one "who loveth much," you will 
have many trials. Worldly friends will oppose — 
worldly professors will mock — ^they do not under- 
stand your motive. They will tempt you by the 
world — or they will alluie you \sy ^I'eaaws^a — or 
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make you ashamed with ridicule — to turn aside 
from following Jesus. All this^ and much more^ 
you must expect to meet with; but count it joy 
because it is written^ ^^ Blessed is the man iJiat 
endureth temptation : far when he is tried, he shall 
receive the eroum of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him.^* ^ 

If the world, and the professing Church, cruci- 
fied your Master — wonder not that they despise His 
Disciple. It hates true gospel religion, be sure, 
with a most bitter hatred. Sit down, therefore, and 
count your cost, Believer. Heaven and Hell are 
before you I The way of Christ — the way of life — 
is in the "strait and narrow way." Destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, is the certain result 
of walking in the broad way of the world I You 
will have trials in the way Christ would lead you. 
Reproach and scorn will be yours, more or less. 
Your name may be cast out as evil : your motives, 
perhaps, questioned — ^your sincerity doubted — ^your 
perseverance to the end, declared impossible. You 
may be told that you are ^^ over-righteous^ — doing 
more than you need : " over-scbupulous " — 
going less unto the world than you might : "over- 
serums ^ — ^to an extent quite inconsistent with the 
joy of gospel religion. Heed them not These 
are but a small part of the trials which Jesus 

1. James i. 12. 
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eodnred for your soul. He says to you this moment, 
as of old he said to another, "i/" any mU be my 
Disciple 4et him take up his Cross daily andfottata 
gneT ^^Let the dead bury their dead-follow thou 
me/*^ It is the true spot of the child of God, if per- 
secutions and afflictions are your lot for the cause of 
Christ It is the confessions of the Church of 
Christ, and of every true Believer within that 
Church, "lam black. ' ' 

Nevertheless, though the Church confess herself 
"'^to be black" — "dark as the early dawn;" and 
that because of her sins and infirmities — ^heresies 
and divisions — reproaches and cruel mockings — still 
she declares herself to be "comely^ (through the 
grace imparted to her), "as the curtains of Solomon^ 
which being made of fine linen and richly embroi- 
dered tapestry, were a strong contrast to the black 
goat-hair tents of the sons of Ishmael. 

Every Believer in Jesus is "comely^* in the eyes 
of his reconciled God and Father, "through the 
Righteousness of Jesus." Such comeliness is indeed 
hidden firom the world. It sees no beauty in them 
to commend them. It regards them as "black,** 
uncomelyy melancholy, half-witted persons. But 
not so their Lord and Master. They are very 
comely in His eyes. Pi-ecious in His sight is even 

1. Mat. xvi 24. 
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the death of Hid Saints — ^but mnch more their 
lives of Faith. 

But how^ and in what respects^ can the Church 
of Christ say — *' I am comely f " 

(L) The Church of Christ, and every individual 
Member^ is comely in Ckd's sight, by the Righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ '* He ioas made sin for us, 
wh6 knew no sin : that toe might be made the Right- 
eousness of Qod in HimJ**^ Jesus himself ^^bare 
our iins, in His oum body^ on the tree '*' He 
became flesh> by taking on Himself a body of 
humiliation^-and thus was able to ftdfil those pur- 
poses of Grace which God had *' devised, whereby 
His banished ones might not he expelled"' from 
Him. Jesus *'lived an exile's life, endured an exile's 
shame, died an exile's death, was buried in an 
exile's tomb " — and that to work out a Righteous- 
ness for His people, in which they might be clothed 
— that their uncomeliness should not appear. He 
took our place of banishment, that we might take 
His place in His F6,ther's house. He stooped to 
our place of shame, that we iliight rise to His place 
of honour and glory. 

And to every believing penitent, this Righteous- 
ness of the Gk)d-man Christ Jesus— divine and perfect 
— suitable and sufficient — ^is reckoned and imputed as 

1. II. Cor. V. 21. 2. I. Peter, ii. 24. 

S. II. Sam. xty. 14. 
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ifit were their ofwiL ^ Christ halfa merited Rig^iteooft- 
ness for as many as are fiMmd in Him. And then, 
although we he altogether tm/iti and wurigkieom: 
yet, even the man which is in himsdf impious — fiill 
ci imqnity — foil ci sin^(^ black as the tents of 
Kedar z*^ him bang foond in Christythrongh Faith: 
him God bduddeth with a gracioas eje, patteth 
away his sin, by not imputing it, taketh away the 
ponishment due thereto, by pardoning it — and 
accepteth him in Jesns Christ, as perfectly righteous 
as if he had fblfilled the whole kw." «'JFbr ke 
hath made Him to be 9m Jar tw, who knew no em: 
that we might he made the Bighteauenees of Ood 
in Him:'^ 

^^Such are we in the sight of Grod the Father, 
as is the very Son of (jod himself* Let it be counted 
folly, or frenzy a feury whatsoever. It is our wis- 
dom and our comfort We care for no knowledge 
in the world but this — ^that man hcUh sinned, and 
GOD hath suffered: that Gtxl hath made Himself 
the sin of men^ and that men are made the Right- 
eousness of God" These are glorious truths — 
worthy of the man who penned them* — ^worthy of 
the Church which nourished him within her fold I 
Well might the great Luther say, concerning this 
doctrine, that '' it was the doctrine of a standing, 

1. II. Cor. V. 21. 
* Richard Hooker. 
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or falling Church." Our text assures us that it is 
the life and the glory of every BeUever. It is their 
boost — ^their joy — ^their present comfort, and the 
foundation of all their fiiture hopes — that they are 
made the Righteousness of Grod, in Christ Jesus ; 
and Christ is made to them. Righteousness, Sancti- 
fication, and Redemption. Though *' black" by sin, 
reproach, infirmity, and short-coming — yet are they 
"com^?v" — ^^ Having washed their rjbeSy and made 
them white in the blood of the LambJ*^ Though 
black as the tents of Kedar, having lain among the 
pots of earthliness and sin— jet, by grace, is every 
Believer fair as the wings of a dove covered with 
silver y and her feathers with yellow gold : yea, 
comely as the curtains of Soloman, for beauty and 
richness. 

Reader, as thine eye glances over these lines, 
turn thine inward eye upon thine own heart and con- 
science. Pause one moment Put one question home 
to thy soul. Am I a justified soul in Christ Jesus ? 
Can I take up the language of the Spouse of Christ? 
Soul, hast thou been bowed down to the lowest dust 
before God, for thine own deep sin before conversion 
— thy sad falls and thy many backslidings after? Has 
God's Spirit ever taught thee to feel and say, from 
thine innermost soul , " / am black ? " Hast thou been 
also convinced of Righteousness, so that, without 
presumption, thou canst take up the laa^ia^<b o^ \!(v^ 
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Church and add — *^ Yet am I comdy^^ as A# curr 
tains of Solomon. 

OhI it is indeed a matter of great concernment, 
to have an experience of these Traths. Am I 
reconciled to God, through the blood of Jesus Christ? 
Am I Si, pardoned sinner ? Is my soul at peace with 
God ? If called this moment to die, could I with 
old Simeon say — ^*Lord now lettest thou Thy ser- 
vant depart in peace y according to Thy Word : for 
mine eyes hate seen Thy salvation ? "^ Or if this 
moment the trump of the Arch- angel and the voice 
of God should be heard ; and the shouts of Angels, 
and the waihng of the wicked, and the Resurrection 
of the Saints, were suddenly to proclaim the coming 
of Jesus in Glory-— could you rejoice to mieet 
Him ? Where should you stand — on the right 
hand or on the left ? Among the justified and 
comely Saints, who shall be caught^ up into the 
clouds, and so be for ever with the Lord — or amoing 
the lost Spirits, doomed for ever to be separate 
fcoxn. the presence of Jesus, and the home of the 
Righteous ? 

Consider dear Reader, I beseech you, as in Christ's 
stead — ^I do implore you consider — that precious 
blood has been shed, even the blood of the God-man, 
for the end and purpose of reconciling Grod to thee 
and making it possible for Ghxl (ue. consisent witib 

1, liuke ii. 29. 2. I. Thei. iv. 17, 
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His Bttribntes of holiness and justice) to look upon 
thy soul with mercy and love I Oh consider this record 
of God's love I Believe it I Olaspittothybosom! Oh! 
let not this blood cry out for vengeance ne^ected 
find despised I " The blood of Abel" we read " cried 
out to the Ahnighty from the ground for vengeance"* 
much more shall the blood of him who was the fel- 
low of the Lord of Hosts ! 

Verily, verily, I declare to you, careless and 
heedless children of the world, it had been better 
that ye had never se^i the light of Heaven> better 
that ye had never listened to the sad yet blessed 
story of BelUehem and Calvary, and yet be guilty 
after all— of despising the very body and blood of the 
blessed Jesus I Oh I by the tears He shed, by the 
scorn He meekly endured, by the groans and sor- 
rows of His troubled spirit, by the nails that pi^x^ 
Him and the thorns that tore His sacred flesh — be 
untreated, if still ignorant of Jesus and His salvation 
by personal acquaintance and experience — ^give not 
sleep to your eyes — give not slmnber to your eyelids, 
before you have tested the faithful promises of yout 
Ood. ^^Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy iaden^ and I will give you rest Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek and 
lowl'i in heart : and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is ecisy, and my burden 

1. Oen. iv. 10. 
O 
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lights* Then you shall be able to declare — ^^ItoSI 
greatly rqfoice in the Lordy my soul shall be jayfii 
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the gar- 
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh hinh 
self with ornaments y and as a bride adometh her^ 
self with her jewels,^ 

Again^ the Church of Christ is comely by the 
sanctifying grace of the Holy Ghost, which is giyen 
to them who believe. 

If any man therefore be in Christ he is a ^^new 
creature.*^ The image of Jesus is imprinted on the 
man's souL He is made partaker of the divine 
nature — He is conformed to Christ's will. He y& 
made holy by the operation of the Holy Ghost 
His tastes and desires, and pleasures, and eryoy^ 
ments, all are regulated by the new principle of 
"holiness to the Lord^'* 

A true Christian therefore is^'cowteZy" in the Lord's 
eyes, because he is a holy Christian. He is **a tem* 
pie of the Holy Ghost — a consecrated shrine of the 
Deity — ^the dwelling place of the Holy One." He is 
adorned with the graces of the Holy Spirit which ' 
are well-pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ 

I say it is given to them that believe : and ob^ 
serve this I pray you Reader. Carefiilly distinguish 
between these two -^justification and safictifica-^ 

L Mat XI. 27—29. "L laaiah Ixi. 10. 
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Hani These^ &oiigh indissolubly connected^ are 
yet separate. Justification is the perfect work of 
Christy wrought out of us by Him. SaQctificati(»i 
is the work of the Holy Ghost in our souls^ wrought 
in us^ by His dwelling in us^ but imperfect in this 
world because of our corrupt natures The one is 
the work of Christ for us — the other the work of the 
Spirit of Christ within us. The former gives us a 
title to Heaven — ^the latter imparts to us a meetness 
for Heaven. Justifying faith removes the guilt of 
sin: sanctifying grace destroys its power over us 
and its pollution in us. 

Reader, what hath Christ done for thee in this 
matter ? Hast thou faith ? Doth thy faith work by 
love ? Is it the faith of God's elect, which consists 
not in word only, but in power? It is an easy thing 
to say " I have faith " — ^But *' Devils also believe"* 
(and more than many professors reach unto) — ^^^they 
also tremble" — ^tremble at God's word and judge- 
ments : tremble at their own doom and ruin eter- 
nal ! But this I ask of thee. Reader, is thy faith 
in Jesus, such as "purifieth"* diy heart and purgeth 
it of its naughtiness and desperate wickedness ? 

Is it a faith which hath received the Holy 
Ghost and which enables you to ^^live a hfe of 
faith" in the midst of perverse and godless men — 
and among hollow and worl(Uy professors ? 

]. James ii 19.. 2. ActiXN.^. 
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No matter how high and holy be your doctrines 
of grace^ if your life and habits and conversation — 
be low, carnal^ and world-like. 

No &11 BO deep as that of high professors! There* 
fere consider it is written ^^ Withoui holiness no 
man shall see the Lord.^^ 



6. Look not upon me, because I am black, because the 

sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children u/ere 

angry with me ; they made ms keeper of the mne^ 

yards ; but mine ovm mkeyard have J not k^t» 

The Churchy which is the spouse of Christ, con- 
tinues in these words her address to the daughters 
of Jerusalem, She explains the cause of her 
blackness, and deprecates every unkind judgement 
from her external condition. 

(I.) The Church desires the daughters of Jem^ 
salem to forbear looking upon her. 
(IL) Assigns some reasons fer this request : and 
(I.) "Look not upon me, because I am black." 
There is much conveyed in a mere look. Not a 
single word may be spoken, but the look may speak 
volumes. In what sense then do we suppose that 
the Church here desires that the daughters of Jeru- 
salem should not look upon her ? Is she insensible 
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to a look of sympathy y or a look of pitji on her 
behalf? Not so, surely. This would be uncivil 
and unamiable. This spirit would be contrary to 
the spirit of Him who is pleased even with a cup of 
cold water. Grace neither makes men churlish in 
their feelings, or unkind in their looks. Where is 
the proud, churlish follower of Jesus ? Let such an 
one hear Christ's words: — **Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
m heart:'' 

The language employed here deprecates a look 
of scornful disdain. 

Conscious is every Believer of many infirmities 
and «tW, which mar the consistency of his or her 
Christian character, and which gives the world 
occasion to speak evil of the name of Jesus and the 
peo^e on whom He has set his love. Every one 
who loves the Lord will watch against every occasion 
which can justly give the world any real ground 
for bringing railing accusation against the Gospel. 
Not that you can escape the scorn of an unbelieving 
world. If you will serve Christ Jesus with sin- 
cerii^, you must be contented "to be sprinkled with 
a few drops of that torrent of contempt and shame 
which was poured out like a flood upon Him." 

But there is a vast difference between bearing 
rquroach and scorn for the name of Christ, and 

1. Mat. zi. 29. 
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^miedied foOawa of Tfim who was ilofyy t mwf t i i 
asd mmdefUJL 

Slewed b diat Disciple wlio » looked or witk 
SMi^S^aip^ and j^orn fer die name of Jesns ! 

Be^oiee maiPaadi as je are poartakeis of Qiriil's 
woSSiamfs^ \ The spirit of glorj and of Crod reatetk 
iq>oii 700 1 B«t oh ! if tbeze be a piliafafe ai^rt^ 
aiOiQ^ to make angels weep, it is lo aee an imam- 
Mtent, faitkUss, wcrldfy professor making a gain 
of godliness — baring tbe form hat denjii^ Ae 
power of Cbri^'s Gospd. "Enemies tbe^ are of the 
Crois of Chiist-^wbose Crod is their bdlj — ^ndiose 
glc^ is in their $hame — ^who mind earthlj tbin^" 

This language bdng addressed to tbe dangfaters 
rf Jero«alem. in ite inort genei^l apfJkation 8pe^ 
to professors, and caotions them not to look with 
disdain on Believers in Jesns— ^who, though ^rich 
in faithy^ are "poor" after the flesh, or because cS 
their failings and imperfections of life. It may 
seem a needless caution, but it is one which the 
Apostle gi ves-*-^"^^ not high'-minded, but condescend 
to men of low estate^^ A proud disdainAil Christain I 
It is a contradiction in terms. Yet are there not 
some who loudly profess Christ — ^who yet think it 
beneath their dignity to sit at the same table and 
in the same society for doing good^ because 

1. Rom. lii. 16 
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they must meet with those whose rank of life^ and 
station in society^ thej consider inferior to them- 
selves ? Cometh this. Brethren, &om Christ ? Is 
it not a leaven of the old man — a spice of that 
abominable thing which God hates — pride ? But 
the professor is also cautioned not to look with dis^ 
dam on Christ's Church, because of their failings 
and imperfections. Ah ! it is a sad proof of great 
dadension in spirituality, when a professing Disciple 
of JesuB takes pleasure in reproachAilly entreating 
« fellow Christain for his failings and infirmities ! 
How sad to hear the uncharitable tongues of the 
backbiter and busy-body enlarging, with evident 
delight, on the fidlings of some servant of God ! 

Is this like Christ, who, (when they brought to 
him a snner, and were loud in their accusations 
against her) — ^rebuked them all, saying ^^ He that 
i$ ptrfed among you let him cast the first stone."^^ 
Is this like St. Paul, who ^^ wept over the enemies 
of the Cross of Christ?"* Take heed, I charge you, 
how you look with disdain on any tempted, failing, 
child of Grodl Consider yourselves! you are yet 
in the body and therefore Uable to fall alsa 

Consider Jesus in His conduct towards his/a//en, 
faithless Peter 1 Thrice with oaths and cursing 
he had denied his Lord — ^Did Jesus rebuke him 
befinreall? 

1. Jno. Tiii 7. 2. PhiL iii IS. 
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They were in the same room together. Jesus 
before the tribunal, Peter with the Servants. Now 
was the time you would say to reprove this fidthless 
treacherous follower. But, what said Jesos?— 
Peter had been loud in his curses and bold in his 
denial. Jesus was silent We read^ (and oh I thqr 
are touching thrilling words) ^^The Lard turmi 
and looked upon Peter! "' Oh I what a look must 
that have been. Who can describe that thrilliiy 
look, which, unseen by others, pierced the soul 
of Peter ! 

What volumes did that look speak to the already 
bursting heart of Peter I 

"The Lord lookedT We must wait 

till we meet with Peter in Olortf, that he may tell 
us of that look ! He looked upon Peter, and that 
single glance of his eye — ^like an arrow, jnerced 
Peter's souL He remembered the word of the 
Lord, and " went out and wept bitterly " 

Learn then from the Saviour not to look toUh 
scorn and disdain on your brethren in Christ, who. 
like Peter, may fall into the hands of the great Sifter 
and be sifted like wheat Look with the eye of 
pity on such an one, remembering yourselves also, 
lest ye be tempted. 

But, in another sense, the Church of Christ sailh, 
**Look not upon me,* viz. after a curioue, prying 

1. Luke xzii. 16 
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iashion : looking into her &ilings and searching out 
her imperfections. 

She warns the daughters of Jerusalem against a 
practice so dishonorable to religion and so contrary 
Id His Spirit, who said '^ Why beholdeat thou the 
mote that is in thy hrother*s eye and considerest 
fu4 the beam thai is in thine own eye?^^^ 

Never did Christians need this caution more than 
tbey do now. There are not a few, in many 
respects most admirable, whose peculiar fort 
seems that of discovering the failings of their fellow 
CSiristians. Never do they seem so well employed 
as when they are di3sectin£C the character and de* 

— ^Their eyes '* like Vultures^ talons fasten upon 
mething else save corruption,*^ — ^^ Their tongues are 
Uke sharp razors^ having the poison of Asps under 
their UpsJ** 

Now of all pitiable characters these need the 
greatest share of compassion and long-suffering. 

Grenerally speaking, such persons are most igno- 
lant of that knowledge for which they are least ex- 
cusable. They are for the most part stupid in 
discerning and most careless in correcting their 
own fitnlts. While they are pulling out motes from 
their brother's eye — they consider not the beam 
that is in their own eye. Ye hypocrites^ Sfc. 

!• Kat. vil 3. 
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(II.) But let us notice some of the reasons why 
the Church desu*es not to be looked upon. She 
says (i.) because '^the sun had looked upon her" 
(ii.) ^^her mother^ s children had been angry toith 
heTy^ (iii.) ^^ they had made her the keeper of the 
vineifards." 

(i.) " Look not upon me, because the Sun AoA 
looked upon me^ 

The Jewish Tai^um explains this passage with 
reference to the Congregation of Israel^ which was 
made black (figuratively) by their idolatrous wor- 
ship of the sun and moon. The allusion is of course 
figurative^ alluding to persons in hot countries^ 
whose countenance becomes dark and su?arthy 
from the heat of the sun. 

In Holy Writ^ the light and warmth of the sun 
are used to set forth the gracious effects of GKxl's 
dealings with the soul. The Prophet^ speaks of 
^ The Sun ^f Righteotisness rising with heaUng 
on his wings upon them that fear his name.**^ 

But in other passages we find a very different 
signification attached.^ See also the parable of the 
Sower.^ It is in this sense, viz. of the Sun of Per- 
secution, trial, and affliction, having caused the 
Church to look black, I understand this expression. 
It seems to suit the condition of the Church of 
Christ both past and present 

1. Mai. iv. 2. 2. Ps. cxxl 7. 8. Mat. xiu. 6. 
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In all ages^ the Church of Christy and true 
members of the same^ have suffered persecutions, 
which for i>ehemence and severity may well be re- 
presented by the scorching rays of an eastern sun. 

And dear Believer, is this to be wondered at ? — . 
Is it any marvel that the followers of the Man of 
Shrrow», who bare a Cross and was nailed thereon, 
should in this respect somewhat resemble him ? 

Nay, has not their Master laid on each the com-* 
mand, ^^ If any man vnll come after me, let him 
deny himself , and take up his crossy and follow 
»•«,"* The Cross then is the badge of discipleship, 
Cihrist hath joined them together. Let not man 
therefore think to separate them« If you find 
yourselves at a loss to comprehend the meaning of 
the language in my text — if you find yourself with- 
out this badge of discipleship, if you carry no Cross 
—if you have no affliction either from without or 
within : you do well to fear all is not right with 
your soul. 

It is written " that we must through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom of God.^^^ But if you 
have no tribulation — ^if you have never felt the 
weight of any cross — have you not reason to suspect 
that you have missed your road ? 

You are gliding gently down the stream : jour^ 
oejring along the broad and easy road I fear, rather 

J, Mat. xvL 24. % Acts xiv. 22. 
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than ronghing the billows of temptatkHi and patient- 
ly traversing the rough and thorny road which Ae 
Cross-bearer trod. 

Marvel not^ my Christian Brethren^ if sometini 
or other, under the pressure of chastisement — you 
should take up the language of this verse, and like 
Naomif in the bitterness of your soul, say — ^^ Lotk 
not upon me because I am black. The sun of af- 
fliction and grief hath scorched m«." " Call me not 
Naomi (pleasant), but call me Mara" (bitter.) In 
your hour of deepest sorrow, think of tme wko 
for yoM, ^''was a Cross-bearer from the manger 
to the Cross" Remember Him whose cofODr 
teuanco.was so marred with grief — ^more than any 
man*s. When bowed down with trial, remember 
^^ Jesus of Nazareth the man of sorrows^ who was 
acquainted with griefs 

His life was indeed a {nlgrimage from Bethlehem 
to Calvary, with the Cross upon his shoulder. 
Thirty-three years daily acquaintance with grief, 
made him so familiar with it, that ^^He can be 
touched with our infirmities, forasmuch as He was 
also tempted like as we are, only without sin." 

Think it not therefore strange, if as ye bear His 
name, ve should also be called to bear his Croea. 

The servant is not above his master. If Jesus 
was made perfect through soffisings^ wonder not 
that you should be partakers with hbn. Nay, 



CHAPTEB I. 89 

rather rejoice that ye are counted worthy to bear 
the Cross. Take it and bear it for Jesus' sake I 
Take it and count all things but loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ 
Behold we count them happy which endure. Take 
then the Prophets^ and holy men of old^ and 
saints and martyrs, and confessors for an example 
of sufiPering affliction and patience. 

'^ Ye have heard of the patience of Job and 
have seen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is 
very pitiful and of tender mercy. ^^^ The sun of 
persecution and trial and affliction may scorch your 
soul, but forget not (thou afflicted one,) forget not 
— that the ^^ great mtdtitude^^ which John saw round 
the Ihrone and before the Lamb — ^who are arrayed 
in white robes, were ** they which came otU of great 
tribulation and who washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb /"^ 

** My mother*s children were angry toith me." — 
She had before spoken of outward trials — Here she 
speaks of those of her own household being her 
foes. — The Jewish Paraphrase undertands by (mo- 
ther's children,) false prophets and teachers, who 
taught the people evil ways. But this is limiting 
the application of the truth only to the Jewish 
Church. Were the veil taken from off the eyes of 

1. James v. 2. 2. Rev» nu. U. 
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Israel, they would see the more extensive significa- 
tion which this portion of God's word bears to the 
Church of God under the new Covenant. 

By the " mother's children," I understand mere 
professors in Christ's church: members of the 
Church visible: (externally children of the same 
mother:) pretenders to godliness : ^^ having a form 
of godliness y but denying the power thereof i^^ 
holding with the most bigoted perversity to the 
mere externals of religion — ^its forms and out- 
ward worship : but having no real piety—no trtie 
godliness of life in themselves and hating it even in 
others. Hence, ^^ they made her keeper of the 
vineyards.^ By " vineyards," may be tmderstood 
false churches : by her keeping them— her falling 
in with their corrupt worship, and observance of 
the vain traditions and ordinances of man.. 

And observe, the Church was obliged to do this 
by the influence of those false children. She does 
it not of her own will, but was forced against her 
will as it were-—" they made me^^ i. e. compelled 
me against my own wilL And this produced a 
neglect of her own vineyard which she so humbly 
confesses. 

iii. " Mine own vineyard have I not kepf* 
— Every Believer has a part assigned to him in the 
Lord's vineyard. The Jjovd says to each *^ occupy 
till I come,'^ Not only is the Minister of God to 
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labour anc' bear the burden and heat of the day in 
his L#ord's vineyard, *^ The Church of the living 
Ood^ — ^but each Believer has talents, more or less, 
committed to his stewardship : — grace to exercise : 
— gifts to use, for the service of his Lord and for 
the good of his fellow Christians. Each has a 
precious soul to discipline and keep for life eternal I 

Header, I plead with you on this behalf. I plead 
with you for one in whom jou are most deeply in- 
terested — 'one most dear to you — one in whose wcl- 
fere you cannot — ^you must not be indifferent. I 
plead with you, before Grod, for one who is ever 
with you — ^for one who will cleave and cling to you 
for everl 

One who came into this world with you, and 
whom, whether ye will or not, you must carry out : 
who will be with you in the " hour of death and 
in the day of judgement.' 

I plead voith you for your own soul! that 
vineyard which the Lord hath given you to culti- 
vate for eternity — ^that immortal spirit of life which 
with all its mighty capacities for good or ill, in the 
beginning came yrom God. and with the charac- 
ter here stamped upon it must again return to 

the God who gave it. 

How mournful at the last, will be the accents 
in which you shall lament your neglect of that 
vineyard I 



I 
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I ask not what your vineyard may be. It may 
be more or less extensive. 

It may be too that in addition to your own most 
precious soul — ^you have been charged with the 
care of other vineyards. 

Parents you have the souls of your children. 
Teachers you have the souls of such as are commit- 
ted to your charge. Pasters you have the flock 
over whom the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers 1 How solemn the charge, to keep the vine- 
yard which belongeth to each of us ! 

Parents — ^take heed, that in the last judgement, 
your little ones do not testify against you, as the 
murderers of their souls! 

Teachers — ^take heed, that you lead those com- 
mitted to your charge to Christ, or else it had been 
well for you that you had never seen the light 
of Heaven! 

Pastors — Oh 1 let us " toork the work of Him 
that hath sent us, tohiU it is yet day : for the 
night Cometh when no man can u>orkJ*^ — What- 
soever '^ our hand findeOi to do, let us do it unA 
aU our might" 

People are periahing: and souls are passing to 
eternity. We go but once through this world! 
We return not again, to recal neglected opportum- 
ties, or correct follies and mistakes. 

1. John iz. 4. 
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Oh ! that ministers and people may be made sen* 
sible of their mutual responsibilities. 

Oh 1 that our people would pray for their Pas- 
tors. Then will God, oven our own God bless us I 
— ^Then will the wilderness and solitary places be 
glad : and many a barren desert soul rejoice and 
blossom as a rose. 



7. Tell me, thou, whom my soul loveth, where thou 

feedcMt, where thou makeat thy flock to rest at noon : 

for why should I be as one that tumeth 

aside by the flocks of thy companions. 

The Church, though drawn to Christ, still has 
many wants. Therefore she seeks their supply 
from her great and good Shepherd. " Tell me, oh! 
thou whom my sotd lovethy where thou feedesV — 
Notice then these words — (I) The earnest entreaty 
of the Church of Christ, " Tell me where thou 
feedest thy flock /" (II) The endearing title which 
she gives to her good Shepherd, " Oh ! thou whom 
my soul loveth.^ (I) These words imply three 
things concerning Christ Jesus : that he is a Shep- 
herd ; that he has a flock to feed ; and a place to 
feed them in. 

Holy writ speaks in several places of Christ as a 
Shepherd of his flock. Thus the Prophet,* where 

1. Zac. xiii. 7. 
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the Holy Ghost specially marks Hun out as the 
chosen appointed Shepherd of the Father — *^ My 
Shepherd." As such^ He died for the sheep, and 
He will bring their full number into the Father^s 
fold. Not one of them shall be wanting, ^^They 
are EOsy and none shall pltAck them out of His 
hand."^ He is also called the **0/w Shepherd.^ 
— There are indeed others^ but they are under- 
Shepherds, whom the one Shepherd, Christ Jesus, 
employs to feed His flocks. But He is the one 
Shepherd. God the Father will never recognize 
the claims of any other chief Shepherd. None 
other can claim the flock, for he purchased it with 
His own blood. 

St. Peter calls Him 'Hhe Chief Shepherd;'^ and 
well does the title become Him, who is God's 
Shepherd — God's Fellow. 

From Him the ministers and Stewards of the 
Gospel, as under-Shepherds, receive their authority, 
to teach and admonish and feed the flocks over 
which He hath appointed them overseers. To 
Him they will have to render a strict and solemn 
account St Paul also calls Him a ^^ Great Shep- 
herd"^ — ^great to defend His flock in all dangers^ 
to supply them in all their wants — great in His 
love, tenderness, and care, so that the flock can 
say — ^^ The Lord is my Shepherd^ therefore can I 

1. Jchn X 21. 2. I. Peter v. 4. 
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lack nothing/* But lest any thing should be wanted 
to complete the Scripture Portrait of our Shepherd 
Kmg^ He himself said^ in the days of His fleshy ^' I 
am the good Shepherd.**^ 

Behold then^ Brethren, ye that are of the true 
flock, what a Shepherd ye have to tend you ; not 
only " God's Sh^herdy' — not only the " One 
Shepherdy^ — ^not only the " Chief Shepherd,** — 
and the ** OretU Sh^herd,** — but the " Good 
Shepherd!* 

But, if Holy Writ thus sets forth Jesus in the 
character of a Shepherd, so does it say, that " He 
hath a flock to feed^ And so it is written in the 
Prophets, ^* He shcUl feed His flock like a Shep- 
herd,** — ^^ His flock,** the people whom He has 
chosen and on whom He has set His love : whom 
the Father hath given Him and for whose redemp- 
tion He paid the price in blood. These know His 
voice and follow Him, whithersoever he goeth, but 
the voice of a stranger will they not follow. Now 
just, as the Shepherd has many titles in Scripture, 
so also hath his flock. It is called ^^ a flock of 
slaughter.**^ Zechariah, by the Spirit of Prophecy, 
spake this concerning the Saints of Christ, of whom 
St Paul saith, ^^ We are killed all the day long, 
and accounted as sheep for the slaughter.** 

Even now the Great Fowler — our adversary, the 

1. Zach. xi. 4. 
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DevU — ^goeth to and fro like a hungry lion, and 
seeking the flock that he may devour them. 

St Luke calls it a ** little Jlock^^^ and so it is, 
many may be called but few chosen. Not every 
one that hath baptism and outward church com- 
munion, hath the electing grace of Jesus Christ in 
his soul. And let a man be what he may and 
have every sort of privilege, it shall profit him 
nothing if his soul be not made the temple of the 
Holy Ghost. 

What think you of this flock ? It is true that it 
is a " little jlock^^ and a ^^Jlock of slaughterJ*^ 
Have you reason to think that you are one of 
its sheep ? If you are. His mark is upon your soul. 
His blood has been sprinkled upon your hearty 
You know His voice and follow Him, and His 
Spirit dwells within you. Is it thus with your soul. 
Examine and see. Do not take it for granted that 
you are one of Christ's flock, because you go out 
among that flock now. Alas I how many baptized 
hypocrites, like Simon Magus — imsound professors 
like Ananias — lovers of the world, more than lovers 
of Christ, like Demas — ^will be discovered and cast 
out from the flock in the last gathering of the 
true sheep. 

How many that are now first shall tlien be last 
and the last first Instead of green pastures and 

1. Luke xii. 32. 
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still waters and rivers of brooks of waters from the 
fountain of life, and the hidden manna, how many 
wiU be doomed to feed upon ashes, and drink in 
for ever and ever the liquid flames of the wrath 
of God? 

If, while your eye rests upon this page, you are 
conscious that you are not of the flock of Jesus 
Christ, well may you cry out, fipom the bottom of 
your soul — ^^Tell me Lord where thou feedest 
Thy flock : lead me by the way I know not^ that I 
may enter in and be at rest^^ 

But not only hath Christ a flock, but he also 
feeds them, and this leads us to notice more par- 
ticularly, the request of the BeUever in the text — 
^ TeU me where thou feedest,^ 

In the second verse of the sixth chapter of this 
Song, we read ^^My Beloved is gone doton into his 
garden to ihe beds of spices ^ to feed in his garden.*^ 
By ** gardens,** are to be imderstood the churches 
of the living God, in which are assembled compa- 
nies of jButhful men, where the word of God is read 
and preached and the sacraments duly administered, 
according to Christ's appointment. In these ^^ gar- 
dens/' does Christ feed his flock and provide them 
with feasts of fiat things, even the fatness of His 
house. , He feeds them with Himself, who is the 
" Bread of Life.'* 

Reader, if thou art of the flock and feedest upon 
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this bread [by faith, thou shalt never know hunger 
again, neither shalt thou taste the second death. — 
^^ His flesh is meat indeed^ and Hts blood is drink 
indeed,^^^ He is ever ready to distribute His bless* 
ings among the sheep of His pastures. Go to Him 
oft as thou wilt, thou canst not come once too often : 
thou art ever welcoma Ask what thou wilt, thou 
canst not ask too much; too little, thou mayest, 
perhaps ask, too seldom thou mayest come — ^but 
thou canst not come too often, or put up thy petition 
too largely. Thy Shepherd hath all the power to 
give. He hath none at all to refiise. 

But, the request in my text, may be read, ^* Tdl 
mis how thou feedesty^ and then the Believer seems 
to ask how — ^in what manner, by what instrumen- 
tality — does ** Christ feed His fl^ck,'^ He does so 
by His ministers, who are His servants, stewards, 
ambassadors. He puts them in trust with His 
Gospel, to feed, admonish, and provide for his flock. 
^^ Their office and dignity is very high and weighty. 
They are to teach, premonish, and provide for the 
Lord's family, to seek for Christ's sheep, which are 
dispersed abroad and for His children which are 
dispersed abroad in the midst of this mighty world." 

Pause, Reader, and think how great and awftd is 
the responsibility of every minister of Jesus Christ 1 
Think of the difficulties which encompass us. Have 

1. John vi. 55. 
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some compassion for your ministers. They are 
men of like passions with yourselves. Be more fall 
of charity towards them than censure. Forget not 
they have a ^^great work to do about their own souls 
and a still greater about yours." They have all 
your trials and temptations and some that belong 
only to the minister. Help them in their work of 
*^ winning souls to Christ^* Pray for them that 
the word of the Lord may run and be glorified.-^ 
But Christ also feeds His flock by His ordinances. 
He spreads out before them rich feasts^ saying— 
*' JEaty my friends I yeoy drink, Beloved.^* 
And these ordinances when rightly used as means 
to an end, are channels of Divine Grace to the soul, 
whereby the spiritual nature of the man is strength-* 
ened, and refreshed faith is confirmed and hope 
increased. But it is the Spirit that quickeneth the 
flesh profiteth nothing. 

Oh 1 that minister and people continually thought 
upon these things I then would the heavens be no 
longer like brass, neither the vineyards of the Lord 
dry and parched as a barren soil. The ministry of 
the word would become sharp as a two-edged sword. 
The ordinances of the Lord's house, precious chan«* 
nels of the waters of life^ving nourishment to the 
feeble, to the weary and afflicted, strength and 
consolation. 

Oh I that the people would seek the Lard'% ^^^ 
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sence in His house! for then would He ^^ feed 
them toiih the finest of the wheats and with honey 
from the stony rocky would he eatisfif them^^ 

(IL) Notice the endearing title which the Church 
gives to the Good Shepherd—" Oh Thou whom my. 
soul loveth,^* This is the langoage of Grod's saints 
They love Jesus the well beloved of the Father. - 
" Oh ! Thou whom my soul lovethy* as if she had 
said Oh I Thou great and good Shepherd, tell me 
in what pastures thou feedest thy sheep. Though I 
am black as the tents of Kedar, though I am &e 
meanest among ten thousand, yet I love Thee. 
Through fear of others, (who have forced me to 
keep other vineyards,) I have sadly neglected my 
own, yet have compassion on me, and tell me, I 
beseech thee — " Oh ! Thou whom my soul lovethy 
where thou feedest my flock,^^ 

Reader, is this the language of your heart? Can 
you say that you love the Lord Christ and that you 
long for His presence and wait for His salvation. 
Perhaps, like the Church in our text, you have 
wandered from the Shepherd's fold — ^you have lost 
your way and been enticed into the world and now 
the Lord Jesus seems to hide His from you, and 
you are troubled. Tou see not the tokens and 
cannot read your title dear. But stay, wanderer! 
Listen to the words of the text Make them yovur 
own, lAft up your vdce to Jesus, and if you are 
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One of His flock^ He will listen and restore again 
the joy of your soul's salvation. 

Reader^ if thou art a Child of Grace, a sheep of 
ike flock, I need not say how blessed and how pre- 
cious is that Saviour who vouchsafes to keep and 
defend you. To them that beUeve Christ is precious. 

Consider, Christian brother, how great and dis- 
tinguished is thy privilege, if, like the sweet singer 
of Israel, thou canst say — ^^ The Lord is my Shep- 
herdy there/ore I shaU lack nothing ^^ Be sure if 
Christ Jesus be thy portion, thou shalt not finally 
want any good thing. It matters not what those 
things be, temporal or spiritual. 

He who feedetl? the young ravens that cry unto 
Him and clothes with its matchless beauty the lily 
oftiie valley y He wtU give every good and needful 
gift and supply all our wants. 

He that spared^ not to shed His otvn most precious 
life bloody but gave that life as a ransom for us ally 
how shaU He not, with such a gift, freely supply 
our every spiritual want.'" 

But the language of the text breathes deep and 
earnest love for Christ Jesus. Know you aught of 
his love? Can you say, like Peter, ^^Lord thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest that 1 love Thee.'^ 

Reader, if thou hast not this love in thine heart for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, thou art accursed, for saith 

1. Ps. xxiiL 1. 2. Ps. cxlvii. 9. 3. B.om.^\\. VI. 

I 
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the Apostle^ ^^ If ony f^on lave not (ke Lard Jesus 
Christ, let him he Anathema Maranatha^^ Does 
this tremendous curse rest upon thy soul ? Canst 
thou give sleep to thine eyes, or slumber to thine 
eyelids, while the anathema of Grod's word hangs 
over thy soul? How dreadM the doom of that 
sinner, upon whom the Lord Jesus himself shall 
pronounce an eternal ana&^na I 

^^ TeU me where thou makest thy flock to rest at 
noon. 

The allusion here is to Shepherds, who during 
the scorching heat of the day lead their flocks under 
some shady rock or grove of trees for shelter. 
Recent travellers in the Holy Land have par- 
ticularly noticed the care of the Shepherds for their 
flocks during the heat of the noon-day's sun. **In 
one place we saw many of the flocks gathered 
together under a shady tree, waiting till the ex- 
cessive heat of noon should be abated. At other 
times they were lying down beside a foiuitain or 
well of water.^ We were reminded of the words 
of the Song of Songs" — "Tell me teherey 8fc.^* 

This is a prayer of the Church to the Gh)od 
Shepherd during a time of great trial and afliictiwu 
The sun of affliction and persecution and temptor 
tion had looked upon her in its mid-day strength, 
and she was " black^* by reason of her sorrows, 

J. I. Cor, xvi. 22. 2. Nanative aC Mission to Palestine, 
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and covered mth shame, because she had Delected 
her own vineyard. 

The Believer in Jesns is sometimes placed in the 
midst of great and mamfold tempkUianSy which 
cause him to go in heaviness all the day long. 

Satan, the great Teny^ier '^ goeih about upon ike 
earihy seeking whom he may deoourJ^ He desires 
to have them that he may sift them like wheat; 
and so tempted and tried are they, that they begin 
to think that surely they are not of the number of 
Chbist's flock. They can say indeed with 
David — ^^Bleseed is the man whom thou ehoosest^^*^ 
but they are not satisfied that this blessedness is 
theirs. This cometh of the Devil, and is a sore 
temptation to many of God's dear children. To 
make them doubt the truth of Grod's love in general 
and of their oum interest therein, in particular ^ is 
the DeviTs most subtle temptation. 

" How do ycu hnow^^ says he ** ihat you are of 
the number of God's elect ? How can you, with 
all your infirmities and backslidings — suppose that 
you are one of Christ s flock ^ It is presumption 
and spiritual pride !^ 

Happy for you, if, under this kind of temptation, 
you hasten to the Shepherd and Bishop of your soul 
and cry to Him like the Chiuxjh in my text — ^tellme 
where thou makest Thy flock to rest at noon /' 

1. Pi. IzT. 4. 
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If, heretofore, you have ever enjoyed the peace 
which they have, whose souls 2J^ justified hy faith: 
— ^if you have at any time rejoiced in Christ Jesus, 
having no confidence in thefiesh : — if you are now 
truly desirous to choose God in Christ to be your por-^ 
tion : if you can say with Paul " I delight in the law 
o/Ood'*^ in my inner man : if it is your desire to be 
conformed to Christ's image : if these be the feel- 
ings of your soul — ^rest assured [from God's word — 
your name is toritten in the Book of Life, 

You could never have chosen God, had not He 
Jirst chosen you. You could never have loved 
Jesus, had not He Jirst loved you. You could not 
have delighted in His Law — for that had never 
been written upon thine heart — ^had not the Lord of 
His own free sovereign grace first written your 
name in the Lamb's book of Life I 

Cast aside, therefore, this temptation of the Evil 
one. Feed upon the sure and precious promises of 
your Lord. 

^^ If thou hast lost thine evidence^ go again to the 
Throne of Grace for a Jresh copy. The original is 
in the pardon-office of Heaven, whereof Christ is 
the master. Listen not to the doubts which Satan 
tempteth with. He was a liar and a murderer from 
the beginning. Canst thou expect truth then from 
a Kar— or comfort from a murderous enemy ?" 

1. Rom. vii. 22. 
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Turn again, therefore, unto your rest, oh I ye 
tempted ones of Christ's flock ! Behold, He feed- 
0^ His flocks with His oton fulness — with His 
own promises which are unconditional and never 
failing. Another kind of temptation with which 
Satan tempteth Believers, is to have hard thoughts 
of OxhTs dealings towards them. — Thus he makes 
" black/* their thoughts towards God. 

Are you one of God's dear people and yet suf- 
fering this spiritual trouble. — Are you at a loss how 
to reconcile the dealings of God the Father towards 
you? Are you tempted to look upon them as 
hard and severe ? Did Joseph love his Brethren, 
though he spake roughly to them ? *^And doth God 
love His children the lessy because sometimes He 
must needs chasten them. Doth not St. Paul him- 
self, teach us that the afflictions of God's dear 
children stand for blessings?*' 

Who then among you, would pray to be without 
such TOKENS of a Father's love ? 

The prosperity Jof the wicked is their curse — 
Their lack of chastisement, is a proof and evidence 
that they are bastards and not children. 

*• Ood deals with the wicked as Jael dealt with 
Sisera/* — He suffers them to have the milk of this 
world's delights and pleasures — ^Thus they bind 
themselves all the faster in the sleep of false secu- 
rity , till the nail strikes through their temple ; and 
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they find themselves in the hands of the enemy. 

Under such temptations as these^ seek for the 
pastures where the good Shepherd maketh ^^ His 
fhck to rest at noon.^' 

Though He suflFers aflSiction to scorch your soul 
with its burning rays — the good Shepherd who 
feedeth His flock can also lead them by still waters 
of comfort He hath sweet resting places where 
His afflicted people may and do find peace. 

He watches His sheep and portions out their 
afflictions. In the hour of temptation : — in the 
day of calamity : — in the solenm hour of rebuke and 
chastening from the Lord — 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust Him for His Grace : 
Behind a frowning Providence 

He hides a smiling face. 

Ask Him to lead you in His green pastures^ 
Feed upon the Bread of Life — even the precious 
words of Holy Writ Meditate upon His hte : 
upon the sure and faithful promises which he has 
given you as food for your souls. 

Cast your souls upon them as sure and stedfast, 
and though ye pass the waters they shall not over- 
flow you, when you walk in the fires of affliction 
not a hair of your heads shall be singed,^ 

" Fear not little flock, for it is your Fdther^g 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.^'^ 

1. Is. xUii. 2. 2. Luke xii. 32. 
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And sorelj as it is His pleasure to give jon the 
kingdom itself, so certainlj will He support jon on 
your pilgrimage to it 

Tour troubles may be many, but He who is yoor 
reftige and strength, hath said — ^ Fear not, for I 
am with thee, I toiU be with thee in trouble, yea, 
I wiU deliver thee and bring thee to honour.** 

By " noon,** some have understood the greatest 
trial of all trials to flesh and blood — death. This 
certainly is included in this prayer for a resting- 
place in time of distress. 

The raging heat at noon, £untly describes that 
last great temptation and trial. 

To Christless souls, death is a King of Terrors — 
Am I addressing a Christless soul ? Am I a £uth- 
fnl witness to one soul, yet Uving, ignorant of God 
and Christ? 

Oh I that God the Holy Ghost may touch thine 
heart I Think thou art a poor dying creature! — 
Consider how soon---oh I how soon thy soul may be 
required of thee, and then what hast thou to rest 
upon f Thou art ignorant of Jesus Christ — Thou 
hast no hope beyond the grave ! 

Oh 1 think of your dying hour — when flesh and 
blood £ul : — when your feet shall stumble upon the 
dark mountains : — when your weeping friends press 
for the last time your cold hand, and bid you a 
long and everlasting ferewell : — when eternity and 
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the presence of God are brought close to you : — 
when the last struggle of your departing spirit is 

well nigh over ohi think I calmly 

THINK and consider, on whtUy on wh(>m will you 
rest your soul? 

To whom will you cry for help ? Where will 
you look for comfort? To Christ? Why you 
are despising His mercies and trampling beneath 
your feet His precums blood! And know this, if you 
still despise His voice : — ^and still refuse to hearken 
to His entreaty — though you hereafter will c?a//. 
He will not hearken : though you cry for mercy y 
He will not shew mercy. In despair, you will then 
learn the depth of your misery — ^aggravated by the 
FACT — that ONCE you were within the reach of 
MERCT and PAEDON, and despised bo^h ! 

We persuade you by the terrors of the law — 
" be ye reconciled to Ood /" Does that fail ? Again 
and again we entreat you, by the love of Jesus — 
have pity upon your own souls. Despise not His 
love. Neglect ^ot His proffered mercies. 

Sinner as thou art, Jesus loves thy soul ! 

Believe I now, while it is called to-day ! — 
Now is the day of Salvation. — To-morrow I It 
may find thee in eternity. — To-morrow! — Jesus 
may come in His Glory ! 

Sinner, on thy knees, this very hour, cry to Jesus 
for mercy I In the grave, there is no more mercy to 
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be asked for I In eternity^ there is no Gospel to be 
preached to dying sinners I 

" Why should I be as one that turneth aside by 
the flocks of thy companions 9 The more literal 
translation in the margin, without altering the 
sense^ adds to the force of the passage. 

Why should I go ** veiled/* &c. — An allusion is 
evidently made here, to a custom very common in 
the East, of covering the head in seasons of grief 
and humiliation. 

Thus, David, when fleeing before his unnatural 
and rebellious son, ^^ went up by the ascent of 
mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his 
head covered, and he went barefoot : and all the 
people that was with him covered every man his 
head, and they went up weeping as they went up.**^ 

So Jeremiah, describing the misery of the people, 
for lack of water — '^ They came to the pits, and 
found no water ; they returned with their vessels 
empty : they were ashamed and confounded, and 
covered their heads. Because the ground is chapt, 
for there was no rain in the earth, the ploiomen 
were ashamed, they covered their heads,*'^ 

And how truly does the soul of every troubled 
Believer go mourning all the day long — ^while seek- 
ing a return to Christ's flock and the comforts of 
His presence I Nothing but restoration to Christ's 

1. II. Sam. zv. 30. 2. Jer. xiv. 3. 
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fold, can restore the joy of their sonL Even the 
Angels failed to comfort the weeping Mary. They 
coidd not dry her tears. 

The voice of Jesus, like *^ mtmc on the breezes^* 
alone can say — " Peace be still /" 

He has promised — ^^ Call upon me in the day 
of trouble^ I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me.'*^ 



8. ^ thou know not, thou fairest among women, go tkg 

way forth by the footsteps of the fiock^ and feed 

thy kids beside the shepherds* tents. 

This 18 the answer of the good Shepherd, in 
reply to the appeal made in the previous verse. 

In this answer of Jesus, we may notice, (L) how 
graciously He commends — and (II.) how readily 
He answers the petition which the Church had made 
to Him (I.) " Oh ! thou fairest amongst womsnJ^ 

The Church is here spoken of imder the figure 
and similitude of a ^^ woman ;" — and is described as 
being among women " the fairest^^ — ^This is the 
more striking, if we refer to the Church's own con- 
fession, in the 5th and 6th verses, where she speaks 
of herself personally as lacking both comeliness 
beauty. 



^' 
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The Saints of Gk^d^ that are in the earthy though 
uneameiy, by reason of manifold infirmities (^^ for 
the infection of Umr fallen nature doth remain even 
in them that are regenerated^ J yet, being washed in 
the Lamb's blood, and clothed with His righteous- 
ness, (which is like fine linen, clean and white) — 
and adorned with the graces of the Holy Ghost, 
are very fair and beautiful in the Saviour's eyes. 

Indeed, they are fairest in Jesus' sight, when 
blackest in their own — ^For observe, it is after the 
Church, in 5th verse, confesses "/ am blacky'* that 
Jesus says to her — ^Hhou fairest among women.^* 

So it is written in the Gospel, concerning a broken 
tiearted Publican, who smote upon his breast^ cry- 
ing ** Ood be merciful to me a sinner ^^^ — that Jesus 
testified ^^ / tell you this man went doton to his 
house justified rather than the other— for whosoever 
humbleth himself shall be exalted, and whosoever 
ezalteth himself shall be cast down^^^ 

Then it is He sees a peculiar beauty and excellence 
in His people, when He sees their souls humbled 
to the dust: when he hears them bemoan them- 
selves as the least of Saints. 

'^ Be ye therefore clothed with humility ^^ not 
the mere ^\ shew of humility y^ but " heartfelt hu-- 

milityy'* not merely ^^ putting orC* humility 

as a loose garment — but as the word properly sig* 

1. Luke xviii. 14. 
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nifies — ^be clothed with it as with an outer aaid 
ornamental garment, which the ancients used to 
wear tied closely to their bodies with knots. 

Professing Church of Christ ! learn of the Apostie, 
(yea, of your own Lord and Master,) to be clothed 
with humility . Cherish it in your hearts. Pray 
much for the Spirit of humility. It is the Spirit 
of Christ himself. *' He resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace (pours it out plentifully J t^nm 
the humble.^' 

XL How readily does Christ respond to the 
entreaty of His Church 1 ** Go thy way forth iy 
the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside 
the Shepherd's tentsJ' This direction is two-fiJd, 
(L) ** Go forth by the footsteps of the flockJ*-^ 
(iL) *^ Feed thy kids beside the Shepherd^s tentsJ* 

I apprehend that it is the flock of Jesus which is 
here referred to. That flock which the Father has 
given Him, which, it is also said. He, as Mediator, 
purchased with His own blood, and which he feeds 
continually, like a Shepherd. 

It is called ** THE" flock, by way of emphasisj 
as distinguished &om the flocks of those other 
Shepherds mentioned in the 7th verse. There is 
but ONE *^ Good Shepherd,''^ — so there is but 
one flock." 

Jesus has but one flock. As compared 
with the many who will not recognize Him and do 
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not heed His voice — ^it is a small flock. At the 
last it wiU be found to be composed of " a great 
multitude, such as no man can number /"^ 

This flock is a chosen one^ elect and precious. — 
Some of them have ah-eady entered into their rest, 
and others are yet in the wilderness^ guided and 
watched over by the good Shepherd. 

Soon they too will enter into heavenly pastures. 
They will no longer be divided as Jacob's flocks 
were» when he put a space betwixt drove and 
drove* There will be but one /old* in Heaven, as 
there is but one Shepherd on Earth. 

''In the dispensation oi the fulness of times^ 
Gkxl will gather together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in Heaven and which are in 
Earth.''' 

From various sections of the Church Catholic, 
shftll they come. All shall be one in Christ Jesus. 

Every Shibboleth of Party shall be forgotten. 
This alone, will be the rallying point — the key-note 
of their eternal song—** Unto Him that ioved us 
and washed us in His blood, be glory, and honour, 
duutinitm and power, for ever and ever V^ 

Blessed souls, whose names shall not be blotted 
oat of the book of Life I Blessed and happy Be- 
liever, who can say, with all David's confidence 

1. Rev. vii. 9. 2. Jno. x. 16. 8. Eph. i. 10. 

4 Rev. i. 5. 
J 
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— ^^ The Lord is my Shepherd, therefore I shall 
not want.^^^ 

A little while and your wanderings will be over- 
Soon you will enter into the fold from which 
you will never be tempted to stray. 

As the flock is one, so also is the way along 
which that flock goes. There is but one way in 
which the flock of Christ hath ever walked.. 

In the same good old paths by which patriarchs 
and prophets and apostles and martyrs trod in the 
ways of the Lord, we must follow. Many disputes 
have been raised about it by men who are ignorant 
of the " way,^^ — ^but wherever such disputes origi- 
nate, we know only of one way in which to 
walk — " / am the toay,'' saith the Lord — *^ No 
man comet h to the Father but by me*^ 

Thus hath Jesus, by His own express words, as 
well as by the examples of Saints of old, clearly 
marked out the paths in which he would have His 
people walk. 

These are the footsteps of the flock in which he 
bids the inquiring soul go forth. 

Here, mark a great truth, viz. — " That the faith 
and obedience of God's Saints, (as to the substance 
of them generally speaking,) have been the same in 
ail ages.*' 

There never has been but ^^ one faith: one 

1. Ps, xxiii. 1. *l. Jtvo. TtW. 6. 
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Lord: one bapiism.^^ '^Christ JeatMy and Him cm- 
cifiedy" has been the object of faith^ to which Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets looked through sacrifices and 

types By faith in Him — were Abel Bnd 

Enoch and Noah and Abraham and Moses, and 
the Prophets justified before God, and ena- 
bled to do and sujir and obey, ^^ looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of their faithJ** 

** Though they were not named Christian men : 
yet it was a Christian Faith that they had, for they 
locdced for all benefits of God the Father, through 
the merits of His Son Jesus Christ, as we now do. 
The diflFerence, between them and us is : they looked 
when Christ should come and we believe in the 
time when He is come : therefore, we perceive, 
Brethren, the time is altered and changed, but not 
the faith." 

Enquiring souls, that would see Jesus, must go 
forth by the footsteps of the flock. They must fol- 
low their faith — and walk in their steps. 

St. Paul,^ speaks of Abraham as being the Father 
of all those that walk in the steps of that faith 
which he had yet, being uncibcumcised : even of 
those who tread in the steps of his faith and follow 
him in his obedience and give similar marks and 
evidence of the reality of their faith. 

Likewise, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, he in- 

1. Rom. iv. 12. 
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stances maaiy bright examples ^^ of faith which 
worketh by iwa.**^ 

Select for instance, Abraham's faith and bis 
obedience. By &ith he left his home and kindred 
s^arating himself from the {dace of his birth — and 
at the bidding of God^ went forth, (he knew not 
whither,) exchanging a peaceftd, happj home for a 
dangerous and uncertain pilgrimage. By faith, 
the Patriarch sojourned in a strange land. By 
FAITH, he believed the promise of God, that 
as the stars for multitude so should his seed 
be, when as yet he had no child. By faith, 
he lifted up his hand to slay his only son 
Isaac, on whom all his hopes were fixed and in 
whose person all the promises centered : belieyiag 
(though no like case had ever happened befioe,) 
that God was able to raise him up, even fix»i 

the DEAD. 

Christ bids his Church tread in the steps of this 
Holy Patriarch, for he stands frst SLodforemoH in 
the flock of the faithful I 

Beader, are you following in the steps of Abra» 
ham's faith ? You see what an exact print of 
them the Holy Ghost hath left on the page of 
Scripture. That same God, who commanded Abra^ 
ham that he should leave his home and country, 
and go forth, not knowing whither he ahotdd go, 

1. Heb. xi 
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bids you come out from the world and be separate 
from it He says to you ** set your affections on 
things above, and not on things below.*^^ — " Sacrifice 
your dearest idol for me I" 

Have you, like Ahraham, belived God ? 
Have you come out fit)m Canaan ? — Are you tread- 
ing in the steps of those Sainted Patriarchs, who, 
through faith, lived like Pilgrims, knowing that 
this earth is not their homb, but tliat they have a 
better country provided — ^that is — a heavenly ? 

Abraham's faith is proposed to us as 'an exam- 
ple. Lotus tread in his steps. lie against hope, 
believed in hope. He trusted the promise of Jeho- 
tahy in the iace of apparent impossibilities. Let us 
do the samel He staggered not at the word of 
Ood, but believed Ood^s bare and naked promises , 
in the midst of the most appalling difficulties and 
improbabilities. He believed God and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness. 

May every reader thus earnestly believe ! May 
the feith of Abraham rebuke all your fears, if you 
have any. Gk)d in Christ is better than all your 
fears I Maj every soul who reads this, rest assured 
of it, that whatsoever God hath said, he will 
surely bring to pass ! 

We might, at still greater length, trace the Joot- 
steps of the flock ! But time would fail, to tell of 

1. Coloss. iii. 2. 
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Abel, who, though scoffed at and hated by his 
brother, because of his faith, served God and glori- 
fied Him in martyrdom :— of £^OCH, who in the 
midst of a Ruthless generation, ^ toalked with Ood:^* 
—of Noah, who, for 120 years, lived in daily ex- 
pectation of the Lord's coming to judge the earth: — 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacoby who lived in tents — 
thereby proving that they sought a better country, 
even a heavenly :— of Mos£8, who renounced the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, left the 
splendid prospects of Pharaoh's Court — and choose 
rather to suffer reproach with Grod's people, than 
enjiyy the pleasures of sin for a season: and all those 
other WOR T'Jff/Ei? who, through faith, in an unseen 
Christ, endured tricUs oi cruel mockings, scourgings^ 
bonds, and imprisonments, '^ being stoned — sawn 
asunder — ^tempted — slain with the sword — destitute 
— aflSicted — tormented : — of whom the world was 
not worthy.''^ 

These, all have obtained a good report by faith. 
We are bidden in the Scriptures, to go forth by 
their footsfeps and so to follow them as they fol- 
lowed the good Shepherd. 

Is the Church of Christ following the footsteps of 
the flock f 
^^^ We see its victories ! We see, that by faith, 
^By overcame 
■ Their faith was triumphant. Professing Church 
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of Christ, are you exhibitiiig the faith of these Holy 
Pilgrims? 

Are you, bearing the reproach of the world? — 
Are you content to suffer affliction with Christ's 
people, rather than enjoy the pleasures of tlie 
world ? Can you patiently bear the loss of all 
earthly prosperity with the prospect of enjoying the 
treasures of Christ? 

Remember, by faith they overcame ! And faith 
has lost none of its power. It is still omnipotent 
through Christ What so mighty as the world ? 
Yet — " This w the victory which overcometh the 
world, even our faith.^*^ 

Do you say " my faith is weak /" — Ask for 
more. — " Lord increase my faith.*^ — Faith is the 
gift of God. It is mighty and strong in the 
omnipotence of His grace. And grace is free. 

^' Abk and thou shalt have! — seek and thou 
shaUfind.^^ — " According to thy faith so shall it 
be done unio thee /' ^ 

^^ Feed thy kids beside the Shepherd^s tents.^^ 
Jewish commentators imderstand by the Tents — 
/Synagogues and Schools of instruction : and by the 
KIDS, " young converts ;" persons of *^ little faith.'' 

The direction then here is to wait upon the 
Lord in His house and in His ordinances. He 
has therein promised His help and blessing. He 

1. I. Jdo. v. 4. 2. Matt. ix. 29. 
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has declared that ** tohere two or three are gatketri 
He is in the midst** 

Wait, therefore, upati the Lord in th6 mmMry 
of the IVard and the celebration of Bis SiUframetils. 

That Word is expressly declared to be fhe means 
of spiritual life.— *^ 7%y word hath quickened m«."* 
It is the means of growth also, as the Apostle 
saith — ^^ As new horn babes desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow /A«reJy.'*^'*-But let 
it be mixed with faith — ** Wait also on iAe Lord 
in prayer.**^ 

Wait also upcm the Lord for renewal of strengA 
and for fulness of joy at His Table. 

Tha(; Table is spread for the hungry and fbr the 
thirsty. It is not for the world, fixr they ai^ fblL 

It is for the Lord's floch — ^who do truly tepent 
and have a lively faith in Jesus, and who knse the 
brethren. It is for them that love the good Shep- 
herd and who desire to feed spiritually on Him 
who is the true manna — ^the bread that ec^ddi 
down from Heaven. Feed therefore upon His 
Holy Sacrament Be found obedient to Bb fauc 
dying command — '*Do this,** Sfc^ 

Thus keep near the Shepherd*s Tents and ye 
will find rich and heacenly food to strengthen and 
refresh your souls. 



1. Pa. cxix. 50. 



2. I. Thet. ii. 18. 
4. Luke xidi. 19. 
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'* Wmii ftpoH the Lord and ye thall renew your 
strength — Te shall mount up with wings Uke 
Eagles mid ye shall run and not be weary , and 
walk and not faint.^^^ 






9. / have compared thee, O my love, to a company of 
horses in Pharaoh's chariots. 

The gradiom tide wilii which the Church is here 
addressed and the remarkable comparison which is 
Blade respecting her deserves attention. 

O my lote,""— The expression may be rendered 

between Christ and His Church, Believers re- 
cognize in Jesus a Friend ^^ u>ho siicketh closer than 
a brother y^ — ^and Jesus is pleased to acknowledge 
tibem as His £riends — ^^ Henceforth I call you not 
Servants but FriendsJ* In that character He wel- 
camos his Brethren to His Royal Banquet — ^^ Eaty 
oh ! friendsy drink, yea drink abundantly be* 
loved.^^ — ^The Septuagint renders it ** My neighbour,' 
and truly Christ and his people are neighbours. 
They dwell nigh to each other. He dwells in their 
hearts and they dwell near him by &ith. 

But, our own version — ^^ O my love ! " is pecu- 
liarly expressive of His love, who gave himself — 

1. Isaiah xl. 31. 
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^^ that he might present to himself a glofiaus (^urch 
not having spot or torinkle or any such ihingJ** 

Consider^ for a moment^ the ample proo& our 
blessed Redeemer gave of His love which ^^passeih 
knowledge.*^ 

Consider its source and origin. As it is writ^ 
ten, God loved the Israelites, " because He loved 
them**^ of His own sovereign free will : so Jesus 
loves his Church. 

It was not because He saw any thing lovely in 
youl He loved you when you were children of 
torathf even as others. He died for you wh^i you 
when you were yet in sin — " serving divers lusts 
and pleasures^* 

He loved you, not because you loved Him. — 
You love Him because He first loved you. *' Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us^ and gave His own Son to die for us."* Ohl sure- 
ly this is marvellous love ! 

There is not one redeemed sinner who has felt the 
power of Jesus' love and can now sing ^^ of mercy 
and Judgement/' but must say, with a Saint of old, 
^^ Not unto us Lordy not unto us, to thy name be 
the glory !^' 

Christ's love for His Church, is also an ** everlast- 
ing love,*' Before the mountains were formed^ He 
ryoiced in the habitable parts of the earth and 

1. Deut X. 7—8. 2. I. Jno. 4—20. 
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his delighU were teith the sons of men. And as 
He loved his Church yrom all eternity, so He loves 
them to all eternity.^ 

The love of Jesus is the same, yesterday y to day^ 
and for ever. It is stronger than death. 

Many waters of sin and ingratitude in His people 
camiot quench it neither could floods of re- 
reproach and cruel mockings and sufferings which 
were poured out upon Him from the manger to tlie 
cross — ^weaken it! 

His love is like Himself — invariable : unaltera- 
ble : unchangeable. 

Notice^ too, the quality of Jesus* love — In degree 
it is the first display of love the world has seen, not 
to be compared with any other instance on record. 

No higher expression of love could be given. 
What will not a man give for his life ? It is what 
he most values — ^and the loss of which he most 
dreads. Now for one man to be willing to lay down 
his life for another, as in the case of Damon and 
Pythias — (the two renowned friends of ancient days) 
was 80 marvellous a thing, that it has been recorded 
as the wonder of the age in wliich they lived. 

But, Christ's love — to what can you compare it ? 
He laid down His life not ior friends — but enemies 
— His was great love for great sinners. 

He was in the form of God and thought it no 

1. Prov. viii. 31. 
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robbery to be equal with God !^ yet he ^nptied hrair 
tied himself of his glory. He hombled himself and 
the shame of the Cross he despised not ! He was 
rejected of men — a man of sorrow and acquainted 
witli grief !^ 

Such love is without parallel ** For scarcely 

for a righteous man will oJie die? (i, e. scarcely for 
one of those who has kept the letter of the law 
— that which was required but no more,) yet, per- 
adventure, for a good man (one who was bounii- 
ful and kind to the poor, and did more than the 
law required in repairing the temple and maintain^ 
ing the sacrifices,) — for a good man, one 
might be found willing evoi to die. But who would 
die for the ungodly and the vneked — ^the baser sort 
— ^the CRUEL — Mid the wicked ? 

Yet God — (even our God,)— fforf commend- 
eth His love towards us, in that while we were 
yet sinners — Christ died for the ui^ocBy." 

And, bear in mind, that it is with such love as 
this — ^that He regards his Church. 

How blessed, if you, my reader, are truly a mem- 
ber incorporate of that Church ! How lofty your 
privileges I How glorious your prospects I 

Having loved His own that are in the wotM, He 
loves them tothe^nrf/* There is no vafHablaiess 

1. Phil. ii. 6. 2. Is. liii. 3. 3. Rom. v. 7. 

4. Jno. xiii. 1. 
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nor flliadow c£ taming with Him? He has graven 
the namesiof His peo{de on the very pakns: of Hn 
hand. — ^They are dear to Him, as the apple of 
WSb eye. — None shall pluck them fixun out of 
His hand 

Pro&saing Church of Christ, abuse not this doc- 
trine I — ^Deny it not I 

Let no man suspect and deny God*s truth, ba^ 
cause of the inccmsistencies of those who profess it 

Let [NX>fessors of Christ^s religion be what they^ 
may, ^rod unfolds to us, in Holy Writ, this blessed 
fyrmiL — ^^ I, tike Lordy change not" — If He change 
not — ^then His love changes not 

But, beware, that you do not abuse this glorious 
iruihl Remember — the only sure evidence you 
can have of being one of those whom Jesus loves^ is 
by looing Him — ^taking up your Cross and follow- 
ing Himr— being conformed to His image. 

Perseverance in Christ s ways, is, the surest evi- 
dence of being one whom He loves ! 

" 1 haoe compared thee, ( my hte^J to a 
company of horses in Pha/roaKs chariot^ ^ 

Among the ancients ^ a horse was held in very 
high tfstimation : so much so, that they were con- 
secrated to the sun. The sun was worshipped in 
the east, and the horse, being the swiftest and most 
majestic of all tame animab — was consecrated to 
this object of their worship. 

K 
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Both among the Persians and Arminians^ horses 
were just as highly esteemed^ as the white cow is 
among the Brahmins. 

Even among the civilized Romans, two of the 
Emperors erected eflSgies of their horses in the 
Temple, the one of marble — ^the other of gold. 

The great conqueror, Alexander, built a city, 
Bucephalus, after the name of his favourite horse. 

These instances — (sinful and vain enough) suffice 
to show us the high value which the ancients put 
upon the horse. — They serve also to explain the 
significancy of the image which Solomon here 
employs. 

The Church is compared to a company of horses 
in Pharoah's chariot To ignorant persons, this 
comparison has ftimished subject for unseemly jest 
The Church is compared to a company of horses, to 
signify excellence and strength — to EgypUan horses, 
because they were esteemed the very best: — and 
to those in PharoaKs chariot^ as being the very 
best of alL 

Let us briefly notice (me or two pcHnts in which 
this comparison holds good. 

Horses are distimguisked for strength^ especially 
a company of them, such as these. How magnifi- 
cent is God^s own descriptioQ of the stroigth and 
majesty <^ a horse.^ 

I. Jobxxxiz la— 1 . 
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My Brethren^ if God himself has been pleased to 
illustrate His aum perfections bj the mqjesty and 
heauty of the horse^ why should it be thought an 
unseemly comparison which Solomon by the Holy 
Ghost here makes — " / have comparedy'' &c. ? 

But^ look at the comparison. Is the horse strong 
— and is his neck clothed with thunder ^ So are 
believers in Jesus. Their strength and their glory 
lies in their union with the great head of the Church. 
They can do nothing of th^nselves — ^but all things 
through Christy which strengtheneth them. 

Does the horse despise fear, and rejoicing in 
strength, go forth to the battle, heeding not the 
rattlmg of the quiver, or the glittering spear and 
shield. — So is the Church of Jesus Christ, strong in 
the Lord and the might of his power. She stands 
&rth against an opposing world — against prin- 
cipalities and powers — against rulers of wickedness 
in high jdaces— and though a host encamp against 
her, she comes forth ^^ fair as the moony clear as 
^ sun, and terrible as an army toith banners.*^ 

Look at that noble Christian warrior, whose por- 
trait the Holy Ghost has sketched by the pen of St 
Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians I 

Clad in the whole armour of God — his loins girt 
about with truth and sincerity of heart — his heart 
(the seat and centre of life,) defended by the breast- 

L Eph.vL18— 17. 
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plate of JesofiT righleonHieaB — ^his feet shod with 
gospel sandals, iproteofciiig them &om snares and 
pjt-Mls beneath- — Shaving the shidd o£ £uth in kis 
hand' — and the hefanet of 8alTati(» on his head and 
grasping in his hand the two-^dged sword of the 
sfixit : — auGH 4^ ChrMan wacnor, gohig forth in 
die strength imd name of idie Lord» may well be 
een^^ared for mc^siic bearing and noble oonacf^ 
"to a company of hnnes in Pharoah^t eftorMs / ^ 
This b not mere boasting ! Look at die Ctaxtch 
of Christ, from the days of Abel, until now ! How 
QOtirageoue, how mcff'eeiic, how bold, have the &tih- 
ftd proved themselves in every age ! Look at Abel 
bemriiig die scoj^e and Utter hatred of h» bn>- 
tber !•*— Look at Noah, mocked and decided by the 
aittirKieluyians I Look at Joseph resisting evil and 
tcinniphing ov^o: persecmtioal Look at Moses, 
fiirtjr years an esile— forty years a waaderer-^HRe** 
bakod'^rBviled-^peisecntedand panished,yet^«tA- 
fid and courageous and strong in his God I Look 
at Danidi and the three Jewish youths, the one 
braving the savage fitry of a den ojf lims : the 
outers courageously protesting before a powerful 
monarch against his idolatry, and willingly adveaa- 
tnring themsdves into the ftunace^ whose flames 
were heated seven times tiie more fierca Look at 
the .Aj)Qstles and noUe army of Martyrs, who 
suffered cruel deathfih-^being tortured — ^were stoned 
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-—were homed — were sUUn with, the «trorff : — theip 
houses' devastated : their childr^i murdered — ^their 
wives made widows. T)igs^ were valiant fw" the trtM^ 
as-' it is ih Jesus ! Look through that shining roll 
of Christian worthies, whose record St Paul ^ has 
left, and when yon read the words of this Song — 
(whether you look at them as a kind of joropAe^ 
description of Christ's Church, or as a characteristic 
of it in all ages,) you need not wonder that for un- 
daunted courage and nobh bearing the Church of 
Christ is compared to a ^^ company of horses in 
Pkaroah's Chariot!'' 

But, observe, the Church is compared not only to 
** a company ofhorses^ but to a company of horses 
in Pharoah's chariots. And why to those in Pha- 
rook's chariot ? 

The horses in Pharoah's chariots were doubtless 
the ehoieest of all' the horses. They were picked and 
selected out peculiarly for his service. — They were, 
as one of the Jewish commentators observes, a very 

choice and curious collection And is not 

the Church of Christ a chosen generation a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people ?' 
Is not the Church of Christ distinguished and 
SBPARATBD and chosen unto Ood ? 

Are not the members of Christ's Church collected 
oat of this wicked and naughty world by His sove- 

1. Heb. xu 2—40. 2. I. Pet. ii. 9. 
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reiffft grace; a remnant according to the 

election of grace^ bedeemed from, among 

men of syeby kindbed^ tongue^ people, and 
NATION ? Have they not been chosen by the power 
of divine grace — ^^one of a city and two of a family" 
^^rnade willing in the day of His power'^ — and thus 
become partakers of grace here as they shall be of 
ghry henceforth? 

The horses in PharoaVs Chariot were doubtless 
purchased at a great -price. 

In the days of Solomon, (who was the son-in-law 
of the King of Egypt, and by reason of family con- 
nexion — ^was permitted to trade with Egypt,) a 
horse was purchased for 150 shekels of silver. 

And has not the soul of every Believer in Jesus 
he^n purchased at a very great price ? — That price 
is not silver and gold. — "Ye are not redeemed 
with such corruptible things^'^hxxt with l^e priceless 
blood of the Son of God have ye been bought. 

Bought tooy for the service of the King of Kings, 
that ye may grace His triumphs in that day ^^ when 
all Kings shall bow down before Him and all 
Princes do Him honourJ*^ 

Look, therefore, at the comparison as you will, 
either as descriptive of strength — or courage — or 
swiftness — or boldness— ov preciousness — ^you will 
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1. Rom. xi. 5. — I. Thes. i. 4. 2. Fs. ex. 3. 

3. L Peter, i. 18. 
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not fail to see great beauty and suitableness in 
fhe words. 

Seeing then how great is the hve of our Saviour 
Jesus, (if you have tasted of his goodness,) what is 
there too much for you to do or suffer, whereby 
you may testify your own grateful love ? 



10. Thy cheeks are comely with rows of Jewels, thy 

neck with chains of gold. 

11. fTe wiU make thee borders of gold with studs of silver. 

These words express (I.) the true beauty and 
glory of Christ's Church, and (11.) the proper source 
whence its comeliness proceeds. 

(L) Christ continues His commendation of His 

Church — ^^ Thy cheeks are comely with rows of 

jeweisJ** To apply and accommodate every part 

and ornament mentioned here, would be only a 

v<nn conceit and profitless curiosity. 

But, observe, that while the " cheeks and neck^* 
as being the chief seat of beauty in the human body 
— are figuratively employed io set forth the Churches 
beauty: it is expressly intimated that her comeU- 
ness is not natural OF or by herself but altogether 
by the grace and favour of Him, who adorns her 
with spiritual graces and gifts, such as are set forth 
here under the figures ^^rows of jewels — chains of 
gold, and borders ofgold^ ^c. 
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And thus at the very ontsety we are taught that 
" BY GRACE, are we saved/* and " that nai of 
ourselves it is the gift of God .*'' that in Christ alone 
are we pleasing and acceptable to God the FatheCi 

What, then, are " those rows of jewehy** andf 
" chains of gold/* (or to drop the metaphor,) those 
gifts and graces of Christ by His Spirit, wherewith 
His Church as a body, and every individual mem- 
ber of the same in his vocation and calling, is (if 
indeed a living member of His Church,) more or 
less adorned! 

Here, let me observe — every real member of 
Christ's Church hath received the Holy Ghost^ *^for 
if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is nomst 
of His.**^ — And that " same Spirit abid^ in 
and worketh in them that believe, filling them, 
with the fruits of righteousness whieh are by Jesm 

Christ unto the praise and glory of Ood.*^ ^. 

Now the ^'fruits of the Spirit/* — ^are those "rows^ 
of jewels and chains of gold/* which give grace 
and comeliness to the Believer. 

The question then, that concerns each, ia*— >Am 
I adorned with these " rows of jewels'* and " chains 
of gold/* — these finiits of the Holy Spirit ? They are 
visible to all, for they are hung about the he€Mi and 
neck of the Church. There's no mistaking them 
there they are distinctly to be seen 

i. Rom. viil9. %. PldL ii 
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11 ^'ammnmtU 9f grace about tbe head and ckcmu 
iAaut Ae neckV* 

Have we these marking us out with the ^^ seal ef 
the Uving Gwd/^ as -veaty members ioideed of the 
Qmrch of JeHs Christ? 

Do you ask what thqr are ? (see Gal. v. 22 — S8) 
How beistifiil ind comely lUCH "rows of 
jmoeb and chains mf gold I" 

"They ftff ocrtBhine lihe wealth of Ormus or of Ind ; 
Or wtiere th» ^gorgMut Bast, with liohevt hand, 
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold." 

This is the golden chain cf grace, linked with 
je^RPeBed clasps, with which llie King of Saints 
adonis His Chiuch and people ! They are begtowed 
by fiBm* They are the ^frnks^^ produced by His 
Spkit Byamine fiiem one by one, link by link. 
How beautiful and orderly and comely I 

(L) •* £«w** — ^to Him who first loved us and 
whole ** lover" constraineth us to love Him and c»e 
aootlMrfor Him. 

(H.) " Joy^ — ^in knowing and tasting this loTe: in 
the anurance of pardon through this love : in the 
iBWicaB and wobkb of love : in bearing trials be- 
ciaie inflicted by the hand of love ! 

(HL) *' Pe#ee'*— with God, being justified by 
fiiitb: peace — ^wilh our brethren, seddng always 
*^ AoM things which make for peace /" peace with 
o uii df w , withodit aiixiety fer the present otJiUure, 



134 SONG OF SOLOMON. 

having learned with St. Paul and by the same 
Spirit, " in whatsoever state we are, therewith to 
he content.*^ 

(IV.) " Long-suppebing" — ^patient in trial, or 
under rebuke, whether of God or man : — ^not easily 
provoked: — readily forgiving. 

(V.) ** Gentleness**'-~o{ a kind, loving, gentle 
spirit and manner : not harsh, or crabbed, at 
crooked in temper — but easy to be entreated. 

(VI.) " Ooodness*^ — full of benevolence and 
charity. 

(VIL) "Faith'' or rather '' faith futness;'— 
sincerity — uprightness — ^this runs through all the 
other graces and makes them more gracious I 

(Vin.) " Meekness*' — patience, under recep- 
tion of injuries : the very opposite of sudden pas^ 
sion, malice or vengeance. 

(IX.) " Temperance" — (not teetotalism,) but 
temperance : moderation : self-control : self-denial: 
not in one thing but in all : in a word — " modera- 
tion in aU things." 

These, Beloved, are the true ornaments of the 
Church of Christ. These are the things signified 
by the ** silver studs : the curious work and beau- 
tiftd — ^which by the Holy Spirit, are wrought in 
the soul, when brought to know Christ's salvation! 
. " The Righteousness of Christ;' « is the 
harder of fine gold^* while, " the studs nf silver;* 
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by which it is adorned^ are those ^^ beaut ten ofholi" 
nets/' those graces of the Spirit — ^pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to Him and comely and deUghtful even 
before the world. 

Reader, do yon profess yourself members of the 
Church of Christ? As such you are or ought to 
be distinguished in your individual capacity by 
the same marks : by the same •rnamentfi and in- 
signia as belangn to the Church in her one capacity, 
as the Bride and Spouse of Christ 

If these marks be wanting, what evidence have 
you that you are united to Christ in any sense ? 

If you be destitute of these ornaments and in- 
signia, what ground for suspicion that you are self- 
deceived in restmg so securely and confidently in 
the notion that you are a member of Christ and a 
child of God? 

Oh! does it not behove you to try and ex- 
amine yourself? Suppose you are self-deceived — 
suppose you go on to the hour of your departure, 
self-deceived — or suppose the Lord Christ comes 
and finds you self-deceived 1 How unavailing the 
cry then — ^^ i^mre me good Lord ! Spare thy ser- 
vanty^ — What a tremendous risk you run I What 
is that risk ? The loss of your soul. A lost-soul — 
Oh 1 what language can describe it — It is the loss 
(rf every thing that is worth loosing. God's favour 
lost ! Christ's love lost ! The Holy Spirit's presence 
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lost I Eternal rest and} joy and peace lost t The 
eompany of the just made perfect lost I Eoery thing 
lost but ONE THING. Oh I most dreadfiiU oTer- 
whelming, incalculable^ immeasurable loss! One 
Aing gained — the bottomless pit: — die never 
resting reproaches of conscience — ** Son remem- 
fttfr^'.'-^the gnawings of burning pan^red Insts, 
ungradfied^ unappeased : not one moment of 
alleviation: — ^* not one drop of ffofer." — This 
is the gain — ^the portion of a self-deoeived,. lost 
soul I Oh ! its worth while dien inquiring ain I or 
am I not in Christ ? Has my poor sinful soul, been 
washed in the fountain of His cleansing blood ? Am 
I clothed in His righteousness ? Is m j soul adorned 
in God's sight with ^^ the border of gold T Is Christ 
in me the hope of glory? Am I resting- on His 
fulness and righteousness alone, for mescy and ac- 
ceptance in the presence of my God — ^that *^ God 
uf&Q oan by no meant dear the guilty,*' unless the 
guilty bnnga sacrifice sufficient to satisfy the de- 
mands of justice, sufficient to exhaust the penally of 
a broken law? Can you truly exclaim " lamf*' 
Jesus only is my plea for mercy I 

Blessed soul ! you have the border of gold cover- 
ing yotur nakedness and shame. Have you also these 
ornaments of grace by His Holy Spirit^ of which 
before we have spoken. Are they distinctly seen 
in your chrhtian character ? 
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You jnrofess to hold oommumon with him. — 
This inthnates acquaintance. " Now^ the Spirit 
of Ood gives the lie to that man who profes- 
seth to have acquaintance and communion with Ghxl 
and jet is acquainted with and holds communion 
with worldliness and unrighteousness." 

St. John^ counts those Uars^ who profess to 
be christians and pretend to communion and fellow- 
ship with Christ and walk in darkness — i. e. ungod- 
liness and worldliness: being destitute of those fruits 
of the Hoi J Ghost, which^ in some degree^ at least, 
must be manifest if we be members in very deed 
of Christ's Holy CathoUc Church. 

The great work of the Church on earth, is, by its 
ordinances and ministers, to make ^^ unholy men 
more holy," (to bring souls to Christ, that they may 
be clothed in " borders of goldy^ and then build 
them up in Christ and adorn them with studs of 
silver.) This " is the work of works." This hes 
nearest the hearts of Christ's ministers, who, ere 
long, give to him a strict and solemn account of 
their stewardship. 

But where are seen the rows of pearls and chaing 
of pearls? 

Oh I Brethren, where are our self-denial and love, 
and works and labour for Christ? Alas I our silver 
IB become dross and our wine is mixed with water. 

1. I. Jna i. 6. 
L 
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^^Lord revive Thy work in the midst of usT — 
His power alone can do this, — ^** Wie tmll make 
thee.^^ It is therefore the work of the ever blessed 
Triune God— « JVe.'' 

Jehovah will finish the work of grace He begins. 
His love contemplate the highest degree of grace 
here, and glory hereafter for His Church. " That 
grace which takes the beggar from the dunghill 
and raises the poor out of dust, pauses not before it 
sets them among princes and makes them inherit 
thrones of glory." 



12. W%ile the king Htteth at hU table, my spikenard 

sendeth forth the smell thereqf 

13. A bundle of myrrh is my well beloved unto me; 

he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. 

In the Spirit of Prophecy — ^the Church here 
testifies of the future blessings of Messiah's reign — 
when *^ out of Zion shall go forth the Law^ and 
the wc^rd of the Lord from Jerusalem,^^ 

In that day, the words ol this text shall receive 
their plenary fulfihnent 

The " King" of the whole earth^ shall claim the 
kingdoms for himself and the knowledge of God 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.* Then, 

1. Dan. vii. 18-27 2. Hab. ii. 14. 
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as a " King," He, who once was rejected, shall "sit 
at His table," manifesting His kingly office and 
power (as Lord and Christ) — and then to an extent 
hitherto unknown or experienced. His glorious 
Gospel, as " spikenard,'' shall send forth the "sweet 
savour" of the name of Jesus, and make His grace 
manifest in every place. 

In that day shall the Jew — ^restored to Divine 
fevour "give life to a dead world "^—carrying forth 
from Jerusalem the "name of Jesus," which, " like 
ointment of spikenard," very precious, shall be for 
the healing of the nations. 

" And it shall come to pass in thai day^ that 
every one that is left of the nations shaU even go up 
from year to year to worship the King — the Lord 
of Hosf^ — ^while He sitteth at His table of judge- 
m^it and authority. And the savour of the 
Church's holiness, shall send forth, as it were, the 
smell of spikenard — for, in that day, shall there be 
upon the bridles of the horses, ^^ Holiness to the 
LordJ^^ The external aspect of the Church shall 
be holy. Domestic life too shall be holy — "for 
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be" as 
the sacred vessels of the tabernacle — filled with the 
perfume cS the savour of Gospel holiness. In that 
day the Church shall say " my spikenard doth send 
forth the smell thereof ^^ 

I. Rom. si 16. 2. Zech. xiv. 16. 8. Zech. xiv. 90 21. 
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As yet, the '^ Prince of this world/' is not finally 

cast down under our feet Exalted to ''the 

right hand of Grod'* in glory, the Lord Jesus 

condescends to dwell in llie hearts of Qis 

people, and like «a bundle of myrrh," (which by 

Jacob was esteemed a wortliy gift for a Prince^ and 

by Moses required as an ingredient for the holy 

anointing oil :^ and by the wise men of the east, 

brought as their choicest present to the Holy Child, 

Jesus,) *' like a bundle of myrrh'* — full of " sweet 

smelling odours"-*«celebrated alike for its heaUng 

properties, as well as its cleansing power and plear 

sant perfume. So is Christ to His Church, during 

the " nigM* of her bridegroom's absenc& *' To 

them that believe. He is precious." — 

'* They love the name of Jems, 
Emanuel, Christ the Lord ; 
lake spikenard on the breezes^ 
His name abroad is poured." 

" By His stripes they are healed,^* By His blood 
they are cleansed — (the blood of Jesus Christ 
eleanseth firom all sin.) |[By His Spirit they are 
made acceptable and meet for the presence xyf their 
King — *^ being clothed upon with Sis ghrious body 
whose garments smeU ofmyrrh^ aloes and cassiaJ* 

They who have thus found Christ— *' their wis- 
dom, sanctification, and redemption" — value and 
esteem His presence above all else. 

1. Geo. xliii. 11. 2. Ex. zzz. 2S. 
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They desire His presence, in their hearts., 
during the long ** night " of their pilgrimage. 
That which is nearest and most precious, we 
place in our bosoms both for greater safety, as well 
as greater honour. 

The Church desires, that under every dispensa- 
ti<m which may be£Eill her, during the '^ night** of 
her sojourning here — Jesus would dwell noaroa^ 
and'closest to her heart— '^ He shall lie all night 
ietween my breasts.'** 



14. My beloved is unto me as a cluster qfcamphire 
in ike vineyards of En-gedi, 

All the choicest and most costly productions 
of nature, are nothing, in comparison with His ex- 
cellency, who is the " chief est a?nong ten thousand 
and altogether lovely,** 

Nevertheless they serve, by way of comparison, 
to set forth the delight and pleasure the Church 
took in Him, whom she again calls her " beloved,** 
find compares to *^ a cluster of cainpliire in the vine- 
yards of En-gedi." 

As to the perplexing, and in some measure, un- 
edifying interpretations which the learned have sug- 
gested, in reference to the particular shrub, 
(^'copher") — ^* camphire :** it is mmecessary here to 
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speaik. Suffice it to ar — Aat whatever the precise 
natme of the shmb was, to which Solomoii referred 
— it was one notable fx its excelleiicies. Its virtaes, 
like the Sun in the Heavens — w^re pecnliarly 
suitable to set fi»rth the glories of Jesos^ in whom 
was exhibited all the treasures of the Grodhead 
bodilv. 

It is however, worthy of consideration, that the 
Hebrew word — ^ copher," also signifies •* atone^ 
ment,*' or * pn^pitiation.'' 

In that sense, the Christian Reader will readily 
see its implication to Jesus, who '^ bare our sins in 
His own body on the tree** and made *^ propitiation 
for our sinSy** — and thus made ns as one with God» 
through « the blood of His Cross.*" 

The observation of Bishop Patrick, is most strik- 
ing and precious. 

He says the ancient Jewish Doctors, by dividing 
the Hebrew word "Eshcol," (a cluster) and reading 
the words thus "wA-co/, copher^* — Gleamed thaj. 
mystery which their degenerate children afterwards 
rejected — ^the mystery of a suffering Messiah. The 
words read thus in connexion with the whole of the 
passages, make the sentence ^^ my beloved is unto 
to me as one that expiates all things." 

One would almost have thought that the explar 
nation of this verse, as given in the Talmud — had 
been written by a Christian, rather than a Jewish 
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Doctor. It is this — *' He, whose aU things ate, has 
aUmedfor my iniquities.'*^ 

Blessed^ happy, BeKever — who can thus lay 
hold of the cluster of those divine blessings — ^which 
the atonement of Jesus purchased and His ascen- 
sion to His Father's Throne in Glory — has secured 
to all them who by faith, through grace, believe 
the record of God's eternal love I 



13. Behold^ thou art fair^ my love; behold thou art 
fair ; thou hast doves* eyes, 

1 6. Behold^ thou art fair ^ my beloved, yea, pleasant : 

also our bed is green. 

Here we have reciprocal expressions of admira- 
tion and fondness between Christ and His Bride — 
the Church. 

We notice it, both here and towards the close 
of this mysterious Song — ^that both Christ and His 
Church become more particular and special in their 
description of each other's excellencies. 

A significant intimation of that same truth which 
tlie growing Christian invariably finds — that, as 
he ripens in Christian experience — the excellencies 
of Christ seem to ripen and increase too— as well as 
his own spiritual powers of taste and vision to appre- 
ciate and enjoy them. 
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Addressing this Church, the Lord twice aflSrms, 
she is ^^ fair/' and then singles out one special in- 
stance of her comeliness, one upon which He makes 
a special remark — ^^ Thou host daves^ eyesJ*' 

The Church seems abraptlj to interrupt the 
praises thus lavished upon her: ''All my comeli^- 
ness is &om Thysel£ Behold it is Thou who art 
fair, my beloved, yea also pleasant:" Also "of^ 
bed is greeny^ — (L e.) the Church, upon earth 
is green, flourishing : aboonding — ^both in new 
converts, as well as in Gk)dly Saints. Trees of 
righteousness which ''are planted in the house of the 
Lord," and continually watered with the rich dew 
of His grace— "^owmA in the courts ofihe House 
of our Ood.^^ 

The meaning and connection of the whole pas- 
sage is plain, except in that one expression — " Thou 
hast Doves^ eyesJ"^ 

The Lord commends her — " Behold thou hast 
Doves* eyes ?*^ She refers all her comeliness an4 
fruitftdDess to Him and tells Him that His Church 
was in a flourishing condition. — ^" Our bed is green. " 

What are we to understand by this figure — 
'• Doves* eyes ?" What part of theChurch is here 
referred to ? And what connection is there in the 
Church's reply — ^^ our bed is green !^* . 

" Thou hast Doves* eyesJ*^ 

Gill remarks, with great justness, that minis- 
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tera of the Gospel, may be regarded with the ut- 
most pnq^xriety^ as the '' eyes" of the Church, and 
illustrates the remajic by the language of Job^^ *' / 
loos/' ssijB he, "ejfe$to the blind.^ 

And so is the fiuthftd loinister among his flock, 
^ejes" to the spiritually blind — as also to them 
that see. 

For, -as the natural eye is set upon the highest 
place of honour in the body— -(as a sentinel on the 
watch-tower) to give warning of approaching danger 
to the body : so every minister sent of Jesus Christ, 
is set as a watchman, in His Church, to warn, 
exhort, encourage and preserve His flock from 
being scattered. 

They are the '^ Ught of the worldi* and more 
especially are intended to be ^* lights of the Church,*^ 

As the ^ eyes" of the Church, it is equally their 
privilege as their duly^-^to search out the troth as 
it is in Jesus and bring.out of the treasury of His 
Gk)q)el — ^truths new and old*— to the edifying of 
the Church and perfecting of the Saints in love. 

But, observe, Christ a£Bbrms, concerning these 
** eyes'* of the Church — ^that they are like ** Dovee* 
eyee.^^ Precious in His sight, are His fidthftil 
ministers. Now, Dove's eyes, are remarkable for 
their clearness of vision, united with a peculiar ex- 
{Mfession of meekness and lowliness. 

L Job. ndx. \6, 
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Would to God, that we, who have taken npon 
ourselves, the solemn vows of ordera — ^as labourers 
in Christ's vineyards and ministers of His word 
and sacraments — did answer to this description ! 

Of how few individual Churches or Congrega- 
tions, can Jesus say — ** Thou hast Paves^ eyes /" — 
Alas I how blind are many I 

How ignorant are many, who set themselves up 
teachers of God's heritage 1 

What little discrimination of truth I What im- 
perfect vision, and consequently what indistinct de- 
claration of truth ! 

This, then speaks home to ministers. The com- 
mendation bestowed by Jesus upon His fidthftd 
watchmen, surely rebukes, most solenmly, many 
hirelings. 

Happy that Church, which possesses a servant of 
the Lord — ^whose " eyes" have been enlightened to 
see the truth as it is in Jesus I 

^^ Happy and blessed that man of God, who in 
manifestation of the truth, commends himself (not 
only) to every man's conscience in the sight of God*' 
— but, above all, to the Lord himself I 

Then, in truth, is « Christ's bed" (his Church)— 
wherein souls are begotten^ *' green^' (flourishing 
and fruitful,) abounding both in holy Saints — ^who 
flourish " like trees planted by the water's side" — 

1. I. Pet L 28. 
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as also in new converts to the faith — such as are bj 
means of a faithAil, simple, gospel ministry — added 
continuall J to the ChorcL 



17 The beams of our house are cedar, and our 

rafters of fir. 

It seems most agreeable to the general scope of 
this passage, to consider the ^^ house*' as the ^' Church 
of the living Oody* which St Paul calls ^' the house 

of GiHl.''' 

The Jewish Commentators understand it of the 
Tabernacle and Solomon's temple, but acknowledge 
that the house which shall be filled with the glory 
of the Lord in the day of Israel's restoration, should 
be much more glorious than either the Tabernacle 
or the Temple. 

The word in the original is in the plural number, 
(" houses") — and hence some Christian interpreters 
have discovered a reference to those " many man- 
sions*'^ in His Father's house, which Jesus is now 
preparing for them that love Him. 

But, it seems most agreable to many passages of 
Holy Writ, to consider the Church of God " mili- 
tant here on earth," as intended by this " house." 
Thus, as before noticied, St Paul speaks.^ — So 
again,' Believers are said to be *' Chrisfs houscy' 

I. I. Tim. iiL 15. 2. L Tim. uL 15. 1. Heb. iii. 6. 
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and, as lively stones, are btiilt up a ^^ spiritual 
Aot«^,"* — There is a peculiar fitness in calling the 
Church Christ's house. 

(L) He is the great Master Builder of it By 
His word were the Heavens and the Earth made,^ 
and these serve as scaffolding for boQding that 
spiritual house which has ever been progressing since 
man was created and made. 

When llie fulness of time shall come, this spiritual 
house shall be finished, ^' and he ihall bring forth 
the headstone thereof with shoutings y crying Oraee, 
Orace unto it.^'^ 

Christ is the great Architect who designed this 
glorious house before the foundations of the world 
were laid. — He is the great Master Builder, who 
^' laid in Zion the chief comer stone.'* 

He employs under Him others, who are labourers 
together with Him. In this how great is His grace 
and mercy I He has committed the ^^ treasure " of 
&e Gx)spel to ^'earthen vessels.*^ He might have 
done otlxerwise. Angels and Cherubim, direct 
firom the throne of Gtxl, might have been sent forth 
to proclaim the Grospel and build up this ^^ house: " 
but, in the most illustrious mercy. He has been 
pleased to commit to man the word of reconciliation. 
He employs men of like passions and sympathies 

1. n. Pet. T. 2. I. Jno. iL 8. 3. Zeeh. W. 7. 

4. IL Cor. iy. 7. 
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with youiselyes, that they may entreat you in 
Christ's stead — ^^Be ye reconciled to Chd.*' Behdd 
what grace our Lord has displayed in thus honour- 
ing ministers— ^suffering them to labour in building 
&is glorious ''house I" How great then is the 
mimsiers' work; how solemn his responsibilities I 

CIL) There is, also^ a peculiar fitness in calling 
Christ's Church, His ^^house/^ because He is the 
foundatbn of it 

It is built, as St Paul says, " Upon the foundation 
of ike apostles and prophets ^ Jesus Christ himsdf 
being the chief comer stone.^^ 

The Apostles and Prophets are only said to be 
the finmdation of this house, so far as they unite in 
bearing the same testimony. '' Other foundation 
can no man lay, than that is laidy which is Jesus 
Ckrist.'^ 

Resting on this everlasting foundation, it is be- 
yond the reach of every foe. The power of the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it The 
foundations of the earth may be removed — and the 
pillars thereof thrown down — ^but "the house" of 
the Lord, tlie Church which He hath purchased 
with His own blood, amidst the " wreck of matter 
and the crash of worlds,'* will stand forth " fair as 
die moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army 
with banners." 

1. Eph. ii. 20. 3L I. Cor. la 1 1. 

M 
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(III.) The Church of Christ may also be most 
saitablv called Christ's house, fiurasmnch as He is 
the master of it — managing all its aflEGurs^ and giving 
meat to His household in dne season. The key of 
this house hangs at EBs girdle. ^^He oipeneth tmd 
no man shutieth — shuUeih and no man openeth.^'^ 
'^ ne gocemmeni*'* of His house is on '^ His sthoukh 
ers*'^^ He rules EBs house. He feeds His household. 
He makes tor them '^ a feast of fiat things : a feast 
of wines on the lees : of fiat things full of marrow." 
This is His banqueting house, into which He brings 
His people, and *'sups with them and thej with 
Him.'' 

As the Master of this house, so he bears its 
Glory. The great and noble of this wvurld build 
their splendid mansions, and ^^ call their lands afta: 
their own name." Thus, they as masters, declare 
the glory of their name. 

Solomon builded His temple that it might be a 
monument to the praise and glory of Grod ! And 
so, '^ In the dispensation of the fulness of time^ 
(says the Apostle Paul,) ^' He will gather together 
in ancy all things in (Aristy in whom we also have 
obtained an inheritance^ (for what end?) — ^^that we 
should be to the praise of his glory,** So again, 
^'Him that overcometh, wHl I make a piUar^ (a 

1. ReT. Ui. 7. 2. Is.ix.C. 3. Eph. L 10. 

4. Rev. ui. 12.. 
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monumental column of praise,) in the Temple of my 
OodJ** This (house) of the Lord, even His ran- 
somed Church, sets forth His Glory 1 

Through all eternity, it will manifest the great 
Builder's glory. Every polished stone in that glo- 
rions febric:^very cedar beam and every rafter 
of fir, will speak Messiah's glory — " Its walls shall 
be salvation — its gates shaU be praise /" 

Pause one moment consider this ! What 

is the probability that you will eventually dwell in 
this '^ House of the Lordf^^ It is an important 
inquiry for you to make I 

Lay down the book. Reader, and ask yourself 

this question^Have I any real evidences any 

srfe gromid for considering myself part or par- 

eel of this temple, this spiritual house of Jesus? 

It is most true, there is a temple of God — " a 
htmse not buUt with hands — eternal in the heavens,'*^ 
in which the Saiats of Jesus Christ shall be gathered. 

It is then a solemn question — Do I now form a 
part of Christ's spiritual house? Have I any 
reasonable hope of fonmng a part likewise of that 
glorious company for whom many mansions are 
preparing in glory ? 

Am I now being made ready ? Is the prepara- 
tion ahready commenced ? Has the grace of God 
separated me from the world which lieth in wicked- 

1. II. Cor. y. 1. 
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In (y. 7.) tlie Psalmist compares the momentary 
fBNMpmty of the wicked^ to the grass of the field — 
green to day — ^burned up and withered to-morrow. 
But the blessedziess of Christ's people, having His 
zighteonaness, (the righteousness mentioned in verse 
12,) isj by way of contrast, compared to the Cedar 
of lifbanon, whose strength and beauty, were of 
such a lasting kind and whose wood was of such a 
hard durable nature, that naturalists have ascribed 
to it even eternity, and the people of God, in this 
respect, are like — ^^ beams of cedar in the Lord's 

They will ^idure for ever. They have grace in 
them that will keep them faithM in all holy obe- 
dience and love, (jrace, is an eternal principle. 

*' Being bom again by the Word of God " 8fc.^ 

Two tilings the Holy Ghost saith here by St 
Peter. The high original of this new birth — 
Gop, for it is by His Word.— (H) Its endless 
duration — ^it is ** incorruptible." This follows from 
the first— If the principle of life in the soul be in- 
corruptible the life itself must be so. — And so 

again we read our blessed Lord's words — ^^ Because 
Hive, ye shaU live also.*'^ 

Again, cedar-wood is noted for the grateful 
perfume it gives forth ; and in this respect, 
may Christ's people be said to be like ^^ beams of 

1. I. Pet. i. 23. 2. John xiv. 19. 
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cedar in the Lord's house.*' We are told by the 
Psalmist, that the Church of God is clothed with 
the fine linen which is the Righteousness of the 
Saints ; and that ^^ they smell of myrrh^ aloes, and 
cassia."^ They are like sweet insence : their sacri- 
fices and offerings of love are made acceptable to 
the Father through Christ, and are unto Him a 
sweet-smelling savour. 

Truly indeed, nothing that we can do in the way 
of gratefiil service and obedience, is in itsdf worthy 
of the Lord's acceptance. But he is graciously 
pleased to regard the labours of love of his people^ 
and accept of them as the offering of sweet incense. 

If then by the "Aow^e," in my text, we have 
Christ's Church — and if by the ^^ cedar-becsms"* the 
Saints who are His, and on whom He hath set His 
love — we see two great characteristics in them. 

(I.) That they are strong, and firm, and enduring 
—capable of strengthening and supporting the great 
fabric of the house. (XL) That they not only are 
useAil, but also pleasing and acceptable — ^fragrant 
by their life and conversation, not only to their 
Lord and Master, but to the Church of which they 
form such an essential part 

Saints of the most High Gx)d ! Does the com- 
parison hold good in your particular cases ? Are ye 
like " cedar-beams*^ in the Lord's spiritual temple ? 

1. Pa. xlv. 8. 
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Do ye resemble them in the strength and durability 
of your fiedth ? Are ye like Paul^ and James, and 
Oephas, pillars of strength, *^ beams of cedars*' in 
these shifting, perilous days? Or, as Demas and 
Diotrephes, clouds tossed to and fro by every wind 
of doctrine? 

Ye Saints of God, earnestly and solemnly does 
the Lord call upon you to be strong— -cemented 
to one another in holy love ; and thus grow up as a 
holy temple in the Lord. 

Stand fast, therefore, in the truth. Quit your- 
selves like men. Be strong and of good courage 
Days of rebuke and blasphemy are gathering thickly 
round the Church of Christ Be united. Be deter- 
mined. Cleave to one another in Christ Then 
shall the Church of Christ, militant here on earth, 
for strength and durability of faith, and fr'agrancy 
and comeliness of life, be like unto a house, whose 
beams are ^'beams of cedar and its rafters ofjir.*' 
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1. I am tie rose of Sharon, and the U^ of the vaUeyt. 

This is so like the language of BSm, who ''spate, 
as nev^ other man spake" in the days of His flesb^^ 
and said — ^^I am the Vine^ — ^^I am the Oood 
Shepherdy^ that I cannot doubt that it is the Bride- 
groom, even Jesus, to whom they must be ascribed. 

Besides, it is far more likely for Christ to com- 
mend His Church, than for His Church to com- 
mend itsel£ 

The Church would not be so unmindful of Solor 
mon's advice ^ let another praise thee and not tbhie 
ownUps." 

" / am the rose of Sharan.^^ The rose, in Easi^. 
em countries waa esteemed the goodHest of all. 
flowers ; and those of Sharon the choicest of any ja ' 
Israel. 

The comparison seems evidently intended to set 
forth His fiilness and excellency — ^in whom dwdt. 
all the Ailness of the Grodhead bodily: who wwi 
** God manifest in the flesh." 
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He alao adds ^' and the JHy of the valley :" fbre- 
ahadowiog that deep humility to which He stooped, 
when He emptied himself of His glory and assumed 
our nature and was made in the likeness of sinful 
man. 

Then, indeed. He appeared without either ^ form 
or comeliness:" as a ''root out of dry ground.** 
When He taught Sis disciples, saying, "Letxm ef 
me for I am meek and lowly in heart, and give 
grace to the humNe/* He fulfilled the words of this 
Soi^-^'Iam the lily of the valley.'* 



8. AtikeUig among thorns, so is my love among 

the daughters. 

^Ae the Uly among thorns.** Christ compares 
His Church to the '^lHy.** The comparison is 
most beautiful and appropriate. The lily is the 
emblem of purity. In the previous verse He does 
not disdain applying the same comparison to Him- 
self — ^' lam the rose of Sharon and the Uly of the 
vattey** For in the days of His humiliation, though 
bfought down to this vale of humiliation. He was 
pure and spotless as a ^^Uly** — ^being holy, harmless, 
and undefiled.' And His Church, which *^He hath 
jmrehaeed teith Hie own blood,** is pure and white 
in His eyes : clothed with fine linen, clean and white, 

1. Heb. TlL 26. 
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which is the righteonsness of the Saints, having all 
its sins washed out by His most predons blood* 
It was for this purpose that Jesus gave himself, that 
He might ^* purify for himsdf a peculiar people^^ 
and present them to Himself a glorious Church — 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing I If 
then. Reader, thou art justified by the blood of 
Jesus Christ: if thy soul hath been washed in that 
fountain of blood, which was opened for sin and all 
uncleanness : see in what light thy Saviour 
regardeth thee — ^^ As the lUy among thorns,^ 
8fc.^^ ** Thou art aU fair, my love ; {here is no 
spot in thee. — (iv. c, 7 v.) The world despises you 
—derides your claims— sneers at your pretensions- 
Be it so. It neither knows you nor your Master. 
But He knows you. Though in the eyes of the 
ungodly you are ^^hlack as the tents of Kedar^^ in 
the esteem of your Saviour you are beautiful as the 
"/t7y among (horns ! " 

Oh ! be amazed at His grace. Be filled with 
humble adoring gratitude. You are still in the 
desert Still in the midst of thorns. 

The Church of Christ is like the lily because of its 
fruitfulness. — ^^' Nothing is more fruitfol than the lily, 
for oftentimes one root sends forth fifty bulbs.*' And 
who so finiitfiil, in every good word and woA, as 
the true Church of Christ: souls begotten again 

1. Titus ii. 14. 
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unto love and the hope of eternal life^ and which 
are watered with the dew of the Holy Spirit^ 
** They grow as the lUt/y and cast forth their roots 
as Lebanon : their branches spread, and their 
beaufy is as the olive tree.*'^ They ''bring forth 
much firait," to the glory of their heavenly Father. 
They do not run along the ground, as the wild 
plants of the earth : they do not cleave to earthly 
things : but like the lily, '' which in the day is three 
cabits high," lift up their heads toward Heaven. 
Their hearts are there. Their treasures are in 
Heaven. Like the flower of the lily, which is 
open towards the firmament of the Heavens but shut 
towards the earth, the Believer's affections, hopes, 
and desires, are altogether weaned from the earth 
and its vanities, and set upon heavenly things. 

Reader, is it thus with thee ? Do you, in spiri- 
tual life, resemble the tall and white lily, lifting up 
its graceftil flower towards the sky? 

Is your soul set on heavenly things ? Can you 
say, with a Saint of old — " / delight in the law 
of Ood after the inward man ?"^ — Are you like the 
fruitful lily, setting forth the beauty of holiness? — Or 
do you find, that, in your case, the comparison does 
not hold good? 

Whosoever reads, let him understand and know 
this — if Christ, by His Spirit, has made you willing 

1. Hoiea xiy. 6, 2. Rom. vii. 22. 
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in die day of His power — if He has covered 701 
widi His own ngfateoosDeas (Aaiginiiailof ^Jlm 
Umatjmre and «0^Ul9") tlien be sore jmwill evi- 
deooe dus by jour own penonal and inaeashi^ 
likeness to Him : by your firmtfalnew in all thoff 
things which aet 6tth the hoKnea and richness d 
His grace, 

Bnt^ obserre — Chzist iuneasBlh dus commeD- 
datioD of ISs Qraichy by die contrast He draws 
between ''flir tea "—(the Onirch,) and the wicked 
— ^-dedanuL' 

''As ike Sfy mmomg tim Aarm soismf Bdoeed: 
— ^Tbe Believer gniwii^ isf in de midst of an nn- 
godly wYxldy is Eke the fity, in a wilderness of 



Tlie wicked, who are Chrisdeas — are like die 
thoRK azid brkcs— << TU torn rf BeUal $katt he 
•0 0f Aem ct darst Anai mwof, b e eauie Am/ 

TheT an? wordiless and unfruitfu l towards GKxi I— 
^ Ai aMM j M rtiij ' yiyai a/^fisraijar/tyt ofikMes f^ 

They choke die word of fifi^ — die good seed— 
;»( wie Kifti in de Parable of die Sower. 

They ^rciev^ and hart die people of God. Lot 
w;fe» (YtckHi widi these ducns: for H& ''ri^iteoas 
'^^ w;^' v^»Kd «verr day by Aenr nngodfy deeds 
<Wid wicki»t cyaff a rs a tt o BL'^ 
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And what child of God^ has not^ in some mea- 
sare, experienced this? Like a solitary lily^ in a 
hoosehold of thorns, your lot may be cast Day 
by day, your soul is vexed, by what you see, and 
hear, and feel Marvel not at this. Be not discou- 
raged, although you stand alone, among ^^ thorns 
and briars!" You are not alone, for He is with 
you — ^who walked in the furnace of fire, with Sha- 
drach, Meshech, and Abednego. You will be 
soon transplanted to another garden, where neither 
"briar nor thorn" sprir^ up, and into which nothing 
that ^' worketh abomination or maketh a lie can 
enter/** 

But, the end of the ungodly will be ' like that of 
** briars and thorns.** — They will be bound in bun- 
dles and burned with unquenchable fire, ^^ as thorns 
cui up shall they be burned in thejire.**^ 

Oh ! thoughtless sinners, hear the word of the 
Lord I He compares you to thorns. Whatever you 
may be in your own opinion, or that of the world's : 
however amiable may be your natural character 
and disposition : — ^however lofty the rank and posi- 
tion you occupy : — this is what Christ thinks of 
you; — like briars and thorns — useless cum- 
berers of the ground, and '*fit only for the 

BURNING ?'* 

Oh I Chrisdess soul, think of your condition. — 

1. Re?, zxi. 27. 2. Is. xxxiil 12. 

N 
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Think of what awaits you, if you die CShristless I 
Hear the lamentation c^ ChristleBs sinners — " Who 
among us shall dweU with the devouring.fire 9 who 
among us shall dtoeU with' everlasting burnings.''^ 

Listen to the anguish of a Chrisdess soul — ** And 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in • torments , and 
seeth Abraham afar offy and Lazarus in his bosom*,. 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue : 
for I. am tormented in this flame.^ 

Ghiistless soul, how will youi. dwell with devour- 
ing fire and with everlasting burnings ? 

Ah I you do not think of this now I You ery peace 
to your soul, '^ eat, drink, and be merry, ^^ 8fc 

You live merrily, as if you had no eternity to 
think of! I warn you, that the torments of hell, 
await every soul that passes to etemiiy ChristleasI 

Oh I if you die, without having Christ as your 
Saviour, you will wish in vam, you had never been 
bom ! — There is much infidelily abroad on this 
solemn subject 

But, if God's word be true— on which all our 
hopes are founded — then it is clearly revealed to us 
that " the wicked shall be cast into hell and aU the 
people that forget Ood.**^ 

It is a fire — a ** devouring fire — ^yea, a "bum- 

/. Is, xzziiL 14. 2. Luke xvi. 2S— 24. 8. Pi. iz. 17. 
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ing tempest'* — an "everlasting fire" — an "nn- 
qnenchable flame*' — **whose smoke goeth up for 
ever and ever 1 " 

What figures of speech could have been employ" 
ed more* terrible than these ! Had it been called 
eternal solitude, that would have been awftd; or 
eternal daribiess, that would have been insupporta- 
ble: but, how terrific everlasting fire — ^in 

which the thorns, (the Ghristless sinner,) must 
dwell for ever, in that *'pit,'' which St John 
seven times calls "bottomless."^ 

Christless soul, I warn you, I solenmly and ten- 
derly warn you, by this *' everlasting flame" — by 
this " bottoniless pit"— by this " unquenchable fire 
of God's wrath" — flee firom the wrath to come. 
lElee to Him, who is as willing, as He is also able 
to save the greatest sinner, and make that sinner 
for purity and for beauty of soul — ^like a " lily 
among thorns" 

Pause one moment — ^thoughtless worldling, and 
compare your state and ftiture prospects with those 
of the Believer in Jesus. 

They are as *^ LUiea among thorns J' Their 
life is now hid. Their glory doth not yet appear ; 
bat, in ftitore ages, the;y will flourish in a kindlier 
soil and a more genial clime than that of earth! 
But what awaits you ? , Now, you are as thorns 

1. Rev. ix. 1 — 2 — U. xi.— 7. xvii. 8. xx. 1 — 8 
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and briars fit only for the burning. It doth not 
yet appear what ye shall be even here. But this 
we know^ that '^ whatsoever ye sow, that shall ye 
also reap"^ 8fc. 

Poor worldling, how little dost thou cxmsider thy 
poverty and true wretchedness ! Thou art selling 
thy precious soul for a few months and years of 
careless gaiety and thoughtless indulgence I 

Oh I how deeply will you mourn your choice ! — 
The joy of the world and the laughter of fools is 
like crackling of thorns under a pot?— a sudden 
blaze and then darkness for ever ! 

Soon thy feasts will be over! The noise of the 
viol and the voice of singmg men and women, wiH 
soon be hushed amidst the wailing of despair. 
Beauty, and rank, and splendour, will have vanished 
like a dream. 

The voice of the Arch-angel and the trump of 

God The shout of the ransomed, and the 

wailing of the lost — ^will call thee at last to a sense 
of thy madness I 

Then, what a reckoning awaits thee, if Christ 

finds you Christless ^^ Hecometh! He cameth 

to judge the world.^^!! 

What a sentence atter that reckoning ! A sen- 

^tt^ which excludes you from Paradise, where the 

^Hipf Christ's garden flourish in eternal bloom — 

W' 1. Gal vi. 7-8. 2. Eccl. vii. 6. 
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a sentence which writes no " new name" npon thy 
forehead, nor seals you with the seal of the sons of 
God — but, a sentence which condemns you to the 

second death which leaves to you nothing, save 

a dungeon of misery, on whose dreary walls are 
written thy condenmation in letters of fire, ^' lamen- 
tation, and mourning, and woe I" 

Christless soul ! why will you die, seeing God 
hath said, ** I have no pleasure at all in the death of 
any sinner?" 

Listen to this record of Divine mercy and love ! 
Why should everlasting burnings be your portion ? 
Jesus once suffered that it might be possible for 
Grod to deliver sinners like you fix)m suffering. The 

pains of hell took hold on him that they might 

never take hold of them which should believe on 
His name I 

He was brought into the dust of death — as en- 
during wrath for sirmersl How then can you think 
of neglecting such a salvation? 

" Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip. For if the word 
spoken by angels was stedfast, and every trans- 
gression and disobedience received a just recompense 
of reward ; how shall we escape^ if we neglect so 
great salvation f "^ 

1. Heb. ii. 1—2. 

I 
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Beliold, die word is nigb. diee,eTaDL in ftj month 
— dias if thou shalt confeas widi thj moadi die Locd 
JesnSy and shall believe in dune heart that God 
hadi raised ^rm firom the dead, ^ tiem sAali be 



3. At ike t^fie tree mmomg He ireen of tie w^od, jo 

if Hf Moved emutrnff tke mms. I Mi down wmder 

iiff ikadom miti great delight, m^ Ma frM 

est wmeei to mg tade. 

The Church replies to the commendadon of her 
Lord, by declaring His excellepcies under a new 
figure. 

^As tie apple tree among tke trees of tke woodJ* 

There are pecoliar properties belonging to the 
apjde-tree, which, in a figore, serve fiiindj to set 
forth the peculiar excellencies of onr Beloved Lord 
Although it is reckoned inferior in its appearance 
as compared with the oak of Bashan or the cedar of 
Lebanon, it is a very firuitM tree. 

And, though Jesus, in die days of His flesh — when 
He appeared among men was without form or 
comliness. He " teas full of grace and trtdh.^^ 

In Jesus, all the ^^ftUrtess of the Oodhead dwd- 
leth bodily. '^^ Ee is Jo%epK% antitype, toko is 

1. Col. ii. 9. 
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c4iUed *^a fruiiftd bought even a fruitful bough 
by a well, whose branches run over the wcM.''^ 

As a fruit-laden apple-tree, in the midst of the 
barren trees of the forest — abounding with luxuriant 
shade as well as the most delicious fruit, so is Jesus, 
manifest in the flesh, to the Believer^s soul. 

As the boughs, laden with fruit, bend towards 
earth, with the burden they carry, and so may be 
easily reached — so does He graciously bend down 
towards His people— giving them grace and strength 
to help in every time of need. 

What is more beautiful to behold, than the apple 
tree, laden with rich and precious fruit, especially 
when placed in contrast with the wild trees of an 
Eastern forest? It is not indeed so majestic as the 
cedar, or so stately as the fir tree, but, when laden 
with fruit, is &r more acceptable to the weary 
parched traveller, than either. It both furnishes a 
cool shade from the scorching rays of the sun, and 
provides delicious fruit, most sweet and acceptable 
to the pilgrim's taste. 

And, see you not here, a Kvely picture of the 
God-man? When He manifested himself to the 
world — He came as a servant — as the reputed son 
of a carpenter. He was ^^like a tender plant 
springing up out of a dry ground,** possessing, in 
outward appearance, but little either of the majesty 

1. Gen. xlix. 28. 
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ci the cedar or statdmess of tibe fir tree. 

^ He was a man of sarrowty aepuunied with 
grief.^^ — ^ His face was so marred more Aon any 
narii? — men hid their faces from him — (hey saw 
no beauty in HinC* 

They scomfblly asked, ^Is notthis the Oarpenier^s 
son ?" Can any good thing ocnne out of Nazareth ? 

What, is thy Beloved more than another Beloved? 
— Onr Beloved is as ^* the Rose of Sharon and the 
Lily of the valley J"* Possessor of all the blessings 
of the everlasting cov^iant — its ** surety*' — ^ medi- 
ator/' and ^^ messenger " He is fall of grace and 
trntL As the *^ apple^ree,* for firoitfblness and 
beauly, among the trees of tlie wood, so is Jesus 
among the sons of Grod. 

You see what the Church, (taught and inspred 
by the Holy Ghost,) thinks of Jesus. Let me ask 
you this question, '* What do you think of Christ f* 
Do you think of Him as the most precious Saviour> 
whom you need above all things? Do you esteem 
Him — ^not His work only — ^not the truth only which 
relates to Him and clusters around Him — hni Him — 
self do you regard as ^* Chief among ten thousand, 
and altogether lovely?" 

You have felt sin to be an intolerable burden — 
and the remembrance of it grievous. You know 
that the '^law of God is just and true^ in om- 

1. Is.liii. 2— 8. 2. Ii. UL 14. 
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vincing you and condenming you — because of sin. 

Well then^ have you taken the whole burden of 
your sin to Jesus? — ** Oh ! Lamb of Ood which 
takeih away the sins of the world have mercy upon 
me." Have you not found mercy? Have you 
not found peace ? 

Have you not felt that as the apple-tree among 
the trees of the wood^ so is the work and person 
of Jesus I 

^* I sat down under His shadow with great de- 
light^^ To such as believe, Christ is precious. To 
the old Testament saints He was so. They looked 
through types and sacrifices to Jesus, and thus sit- 
ting under His shadow, waited for the consolation of 
Israel. But there is the idea of enjoyment and 
refreshment in these words. — (I.) A shadow, especi- 
ally that of a green tree, protects from heat Jesus 
by the atonement and satisfaction He made to 
Gk)d's justice, has delivered His people from the 
wrath to come, and will for ever screen them from 
it Wrath will overwhelm the Christless. But not 
one drop shall fall — ^not one ray of heat shall scorch 
those who are under the shadow of Christ's cross. 
His love protects them. (H.) The shadow of a 
green tree is likewise most refreshing, especially in 
hot climates. And such is the shadow which Jesus 
has provided. Christ is to the weary harassed soul 
of His desciple, most delightfrd. (HI.) This shadow 
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ift fruit producing. The shade of some groen trmr is 
injurious to plants that grow up under them, that 
of others is very nourishing and fructifying. Such 
unquestionably is Christ's shadow. They that dwell 
under His shadow shall ^^revive as the com and 
grow as the vine, and the scent thereof shall be 
as the wine of Lebanon."^ 

All the fruitfulneas of God's saints, comes from 
Jesus; for unless they abide in and under Him, 
they can bring forth nofruit But not to d««. oBt 
the parallel beyond due limits, observe, — ^until by 
Grace you are taught your deep need of Jesus, and 
conscious of that need you sit down under the shadair 
of His cross, will you enjoy that '^ great delight" 

** / ^€U down?* They that use such words do 
plainly declare that they find Jesus to be most suit- 
^able and necQssaiy for their peace. 

Apply this truth. Have I done this ? Ha;ve I aat 
down imder the shadow of Jesus ? Believe nae,y<la 
may have Christ in your head, Christ in yourears, 
-Christ on yoiM* tongue, — ^you may read of Ohriat, 
speak of Christ, preach of Christ, and yet be desti- 
tute of any saving interest in His covenant of mercy 1 

And will this profit you ? Nothing short of aa 
experimental personal appropriation of Christ and 
His salvation, by faith, can warrant us adopting 
the beautiful and blessed language of the Chun^ 

1. Uosea xW. 7. 



CHAFTEB 11. 171 

See to it that you hare Christ in your hearts and 
not in the head oalj. 

Alas 1 *' many have gone laden with knowledge 
to hell. There is a twofold knowledge — ^the one 
is common but not saving — ^th^ other is not common 
but saving." 

** Common knowledge only floats in the head^ but 
doth not influence the heart This knowledge re- 
probates may have. Balaam saw Christ &om the 
tops of the Tocks and the hills. Saving knowledge 
doth include both the assent of the mind and the 
consent of the will. Saving knowledge of Christ is 
thorough knowledge joined with aflection. This 
leadeth unto eternal life. This knows and loves and 
experiences delight in Cbrist as the Saviour of the 
souL All else is an impertinence and laden with 
damnation.'' It was this saving knowledge that the 
CSiurch possessed and therefore was able to say — 
** I sat down under his shadow with great delight 
and his fruit was sweet to my taste 

A Believer not only sits down under Christ's 
shadow^ but finds there great delight. What de- 
light in religion I what joy in the Gospel ! 

Surely^ says the worlds that is the language of 
eBliu8i«am and hypocrisy 1 

''/ stU down with great deUght^^ says the Be- 
liever 

**Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and aU her 
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paths are Peace" says the wise Prince of Israel. 
" Let God be true, and every man a liar." 

A Christian has joys with which a straiiger doth 
not intermeddle. 

Wherefore then can so few of ns take up 
this language? Is it not because we sit down 
under other trees. Behold, there is a worm at their 
roots ! They will very soon wither and die I Then, 
when the heat of God's indignation smiteth, where 
is the shadow under which you can flee ? 

As ever you look for true and lasting peace — 
take heed you do not sit down under any shadow 
but that of the Cross ! Let no man deceive you 1 — 
Many come in Christ's name — saying I am Christ, 
and they shall deceive many. But, be not you de- 
ceived. Behold, I have warned you. 

Take heed, you do not deceive yourself. Be not 
tempted in any wise, to sit ui^der your own shadow 
making your zeal, your faith, your repentance, 
your religious duties, your outward privileges 
and Church ordinances, the shadows beneath which 
you shelter your soul. 

Lay not your sins upon them instead of Jesus — 
Put not the sacraments in the place of Him who 
instituted them. Forget not, that He appointed 
them not to procure, but to proclaim} remission 
of sin through another, even through Himself! 

1. Luke xxii. 17—20. Acts u. 38—89. 
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Neither look to your own graces — (the work of 
the Spirit in you,) or your own frames and feelings 
— (the result oftentimes) of mere religious sentiment 
and romance. But look to this one thing — that 
before that great and dreadful day of the Lord — 
when the " Light of the sun shall be as the light of 
seven days," — ^and the fury of the Lord bum like a 
fire — consuming all false refuges of lies (I warn 
you look to this) that the Cross of Jesus shelter 
you and the love of Jesus overshadow you. 

Sit continually under his shadow. ^^ He that 
dweUethy (mark that word) in the secret of the 
Most Highy shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighiy.'^^ 

Child of God, hast thou wandered from Christ's 
presence and gone after other lovers? May the 
Lord, in mercy, hedge up your way with thorns I 
May He restore you to your first, and only safe and 
pleasant resting-place ! 

Return, return, O Shulamite ! Take counsel from 
the faithftd and true witness. Strengthen the things 
that remain and are ready to die. Return again to 
to the Shepherd and Bishop of thy soul. Sit down 
beneath his shadow, and again thou shalt have great 
delight 

Pilgrim of Christ, you will soon reach your 
eternal resting-place ! Beneath the Tree of Life 

1. Ps. xcL 1. 

o 
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voa wiQ find eternal rest All shadows will have 
passed away. Figores of speech wiU then be realities ! 
Yon wfll be for ever with the Lord.* You will 
sit no longer beneath His shadow, bat in His 
presence. 

Yes ! even with that same Jesus whose head was 
crowned with thorns, and whose hands and feet 
were pierced I You shall sit down with Him with 
great delight ! Oh ! think sometimes of the exceed- 
ing weight of glory that is laid up for you ! It 
would be much to see Enoch, and Abraham^ and 
Moses, and Elias : to see Paul and the disciple who 
leaned on Jesus' bosom : to share their fellowship— 
to talk with them on the things of (jod I But how 
much more to sit down with Jesus ! 

Think upon this glorious prospect ! Amidst 
ceaseless, restless activity, come aside for a mom«it 
of repose and meditation. Give a moment's rest to 
your wearied spirit Sit down under the shadow of 
these great and precious promises, and "feed among 
the lilies.^* 

" / sat down under his shadow with great delight^ 
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.** 

" His fruit. ' ' — (I . ) His, by covenant with the Father. 

All the blessings of grace wliich make up the 
everlasting gospel covenant, are in Christ's hands. 
They have been placed there by the Father, who 

1. Thes. iv. 17. 
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*^ hath committed all judgement unto the Son/'^ ^^who 
** also quickeoeth whom He will." 

(IL) His, by actual purchase.* 

He procured them. They are all gifts to us 
of firee grace, but Jesus obtained them all. They 
come to us sprinkled with His precious blood.^ 

(HL) His, emphaticaUy, because in Him " all 
fiilness dwelleth." Every grace in its fulness is in 
JesuB. ^ In Hun dweUeth all the fulness of the 
Grodiead bodily. ^*^ In His humiliation He was full 
of grace and truth — ^how emphatically so now, as our 
advocate in Heaven. 

But what are Uiese firuits of Jesus Christ which 
the Believer finds by experience so sweet to his 
taste ? Doubtless, every gift and mercy, temporal or 
spiritual, is from Christ. 

In this sense *^ the voice of rejoicing is in 
the Tabernacles of the righteous.*'* They see a 
Saviour's love in every comfort they have. This 
makes mercies more merciful And even though 
aflSictions be mingled with their mercies they 
know that even these come from Him who does 
not willingly chasten his people. Every apple 
has some acidity in it And the " fruits " which 
Jesus gives to his Church are likewise of a mingled 
kind« Though their teeth be set on an edge by the 

I. Jno. V. 22. 2. Eph i. 14. 8. Acts xx. 28. 

4. Col. iL 9 5. Ps cxviii. \5, 



176 SONG OF SOLOMON. 

" sour grapes " of trial and affliction^ their taste is 
afterwards found to be sweet and beneficial to the 
Believer's soul. 

But rather by the fruits here so emphatically 
called Christ's, we may understand those blessings 
which immediately result from the propitiation, re- 
surrection, and intercession of the Lord Jesus. 
The language of this verse is evidently the language 
of one, who having been deeply convinced of 
the wrath of Otod against the soul that sinneth: 
having fruitlessly sought peace of mind and a quiet 
resting place, at last found peace and comfort in 
Jesus : " sat down under the shadow of his cross " 
with *' great delight," and feasted his soul upon 
those fruits which Jesus bestows upon his people as 
the fruits of His redemption. 

To you that believe the fruit of Christ's propitia- 
tion is sweet: 

By this act of propitiation Jesus satisfied the 
justice of that Holy GKxi who by ^* no means can 
clear the guilty." 

" He was wounded far our transgressions y he tvas 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him : and with his stripes we are 
hetded."*' 

By virtue of these — ^by ^* His agony and bloody 
sweat" — by " His cross and passion" — by "His pre- 

1 Isai. lUi. 3. 
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cbus death and burial" — voluntarily borne by him, 
th« holmess of God was honoured and the mercy of 
God displayed. Jesus took upon himself the curse due 
to sin ; " He himself bare our sins in his own body.''^ 
And thus^ by His propitiation once made 
the weakest as well as the strongest Believer, has 
remission of sin, simply because his sufferings 
have been accepted of God so that ** He can be just 
and yet the justifier of them that believe.' Oh 
taste the precious fruits of Christ's atonement f Con- 
sider the hopeless position you must have occupied 
if Christ had not suffered in the flesh, if His suffei> 
ings had not been complete and perfect and sufficient ! 
Consider that sentence " The soul that sin- 
neih it shatt die.''^ Yes, " Die " !— that is the 
irrevocable sentence. The lake of fire whose smoke 
goeth up for ever and ever proclaims what that 
death must be ! Consider too that this is the sin- 
ner^s due. The sinner as such, must suffer. Tlie 
great Law-giver is bound in justice to punish. Con- 
sider these things. Look back for one moment to the 
agonies of Jesus. See Him, on the cross. It is for 
you He bleeds. Remember from what a hell He 
saves youl — ^the anguish of eternal despair from 
which He delivers you 1 Will you not say of the 
blessings which flow from the atonement of Jesuj 
** this fimit is sweet to my taste ?" 

1. L Pet iL %^ 2. Rom. iiL 26. 3. Eiek. tn\\\. \. 
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Here is salvation for your soul provided I Here is 
deliverance from torment provided ! Here is accept- 
ance with God completed ! Sweet, most sweet they 
are, for they are the real immistakeable tokens of that 
love which was stronger than death, and which many 
waters of cruel persecution could not quench. It is 
a sweet thing, is it not, to be loved by others ? The 
heart even of the natural man yearns after it. It 
must have some object of love, and it longs to be 
loved in return. But oh, how sweet to the soul to 
be thoroughly sure of being loved with that love of 
Jesus, ^^ which passes knowledge " I 

This assurance you may possess. It is no phantom 
you pursue in seeking and praying for it. Sit down 
under the shadow of His Cross, and read in the very 
blood which he shed, — ** There is now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus."^ Realise 
this in the view of eternity, of a descending Judge, 
and the great white throne, and is not the assurance 
of the love of Jesus sweet to your soul to feed 
upon? 

The fruits of Christ's ascension are also sweet 
As there was a necessity for Christ's sufferings, so 
also for His exaltation. *^ Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into His 
glory?*^ 

He gave a triumphant proof that the payment He 

/. Horn. viii. 1. ^. \i>iW««2w.*I^. 
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had made was coimn^isnrate with the debt, when H e 
rose up firom the Mount of Olives to God's right 
hand. He thus gave positive assurance His payment 
was accepted by Gkxl himself. 

He folfilled all righteousness^ satisfied all the 
demands of divine Justice, conquered death and hell, 
and opened *^ the gates of Heaven to all Believers." 

Knowing that my Redeemer liveth, knowing 
that He hath entered glory, (the first fruits of them 
that slept) I also am assured that my soul is both 
freed from eternal death, and adopted into the 
&mily of God, and if a Son, then an heir of God, 
and joint heir with Christ^ 

This then is the joy and exceeding great rejoicing 
of the soul that hath union with Jesus by living 
iaith, and a communion with Him by the power of 
His Resurrection, that it shall also assuredly have 
a communion with Him in His coming glory. And 
this assurance is one of the fruits of our Saviour's 
exaltation, and it is sweet to the Believer's soul. 

The fruits of Christ's intercession must not be for- 
gotten. As He was once a Priest upon the Cross, 
mailing atonement; so is He a Priest now in the 
court of Heaven, pleading that atonement before the 
tribunal of justice.^ The accuser of the Brethren 
accuseth you before God, but your Priest is there to 
answer for you. 

1. Gal. iv. 7. 2. Heb. W. 14. 
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The WAt JDd jh^ ^M^ Law of Smi oondemns 
Toa before that tnbmaal, faai Jesus as joor Hi^ 
PcieEt stauMk tiioe, who Cv jqq folfilled that Law 
and icade il booouraUe. 

Tes ! Christ hath entered HeaTen, '^iiow to appear 
in the presence of God for too.* As Moses, tarty 
dars afier his coDdnctiiig the Israelites oat of Egypt, 
ascendedtfaeMdontyapdwhile the people were in OQP- 
flict with the AmaMrites, prayed fior Aem, so that 
they prevailed;^ so J^ns himseifyfoity days aftor His 
BesorrecticML. ascended the Mount of die Lord, and 
there, as an adrocate, pleads tar his people, giving 
them grace and str^igth tar every time of need. 
How ^ sweet ^ are the ** firnits '* of Christ's advocacy 
to a Believer's soul ! How gradons is the character 
in which He is revealed to ns as an advocate and 
inteax^essor P 

He is a compassi(xiate intercessor. We have not 
an intercessor which cannot be touched with the 
feelings of onr infirmities.^ He was made like unto 
His Brethren, that He might be merciful. He was 
a man of sorrows that He might be a Lord of com- 
passion. He was *^ 6od-man " upcm earth. He is 
God-man in Heaven. How sweet the fruits you may 
gather from the compassion of this intercessor. Are 
you in deep waters of spiritual or earthly troubles ? 

ve the deep waters " come in even to your soul ?" 

Ex. xviL 11. 2. I Jno. iL h 8. Heb. iii. 1 viL 1. 
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Sit down under the shadow of Jesus' Cross. Take 
the fruits which are there. Carry your sorrows, 
your doubts, and your fears, to that compassionate 
High Priest. He will not rebuke you. He can be 
touched with the feelings of your infirmity, having 
in like manner been tempted. In the agony of His 
soul. He once exclaimed, '* My Gody my Gody why 
hast thou forsaken me?^ Remember too, Jesus is 
not only. a= compassionate intercessor. He is like- 
wise a m0st ready and efficient advocate. 

You can never go to Him and find Him absent 
from His throne. He is always there. Go when 
you will, He is always ready to help, and comfort, 
and sustain His waiting people. He is also a 
continual advocate. He " ever liveth to make 
intercession for us."^ His intercession is like His 
life, without end. As He died once to accomplish 
our redemption, so He lives always to apply to His 
people's souls the rich blessings of that redemption. 
These Beloved are some of the fruits which Jesus 
gives His people to feed upon. Oh I wonder that 
you do not esteem more highly the sweet fruits of 
Jesus' intercession ! Behold, He is alive for ever- 
more ! He is interceding now for you ! Is not this 
truth precious to your soul? Will it not be so in 
your dying hours ? Daily, yea, hourly — O Believer? 
you wiU feel your weakness and mourn over the sin 

1. Heb vii. 24—25. 
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lliflt dwelDedi in yon, bnt remember this word — 
^ If amy mm mi we imoe am adneaie with the 
FiaAer Jena Ckrut Ae tigUeooB^ amd He is the 

Yon lorre one in Hearen who makes interoession 
OQ jxmiT be^iaHl and jresents before the throne of 
God far yoo, his «wb sinkafi and perfect woik of 



4. Ee fiiijif Mf i» Of lamfmetimg htmm, amd ku 

mtwuiloee. 




<^ He Wamghi w^toAe hmmqmatmg kause/* 
The margimd readii^ here is worth notice: — 
" The house of wine.** Solomon doubtless refers to 
the costoofcs ci the ase ui which he lived. It was 
esteemed a mark of great oondescensum and loYe on 
the part of anv great personage to invite another to 
his banqueting houses The person so invited might 
consider him or hosdf highly fiivoured. Thus 
^' Haman said moreoeery ffea^ EsUur ike qmeen did 
lei no wsan came in wiA ike king unto ike banguei 
ikai ske kad prepared kmi mgself ; and to morrow 
am 1 invited unto ker also wi/k ike kingJ"^ 

AuKxig the many natural objects which Grod has 
been pleased to use in Hdy Writ, whereby to con- 

1. L Jdo. ii 1. 2. Efldier ▼. 4. 
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vey spiritual truths — ^that of wine is employed as 
typifyfaig most high and holy blessings. Thus 
Isaiah : — ^* OA, eoery one that thirsteth, come to the 
footers y and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy, 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk unthotU 
money and toithrmt price,^' ^ 

Here wine figuratively represents gospel blessings. 
When therefore we find the Church brought into 
the " banqueting house," the " house of wine," 
we have no difficulty in discovering that by such 
an expression we may most properly understand 
those ** good things " of the covenant of grace, 
" those unsearchable riches of Christ,'* those streams 
of gospel mercy which make glad the souls of Christ's 
people. 

For consider all the precious promises and spiritual 
blessings and needful provisions which the gospel 
covenant so richly and plentifully supplies, and may 
it not wdl be termed a " banqueting house" — ** a 
house of wine?" 

The Holy Scripture may be intended here. It is 
no forced application of the figure to say, that this 
blessed book is to every Behevers soul a ^* banquet- 
ing house." Herein is to be found the hidden manna 
and the wine of the kingdom, for the saints of God ; 
^^ milk also for babes, and meat for strong men."* 
'^ It contains all precious substance *' There is gold 

1. Is. Iv. 1. 
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finer than the gold of Havilah or California. It 
teacheth wisdom ; the merchandise of which is better 
than the merchandise of silver, and more precious 
than rubies of the East. It giveth *^ words to 
cleanse the young man's ways ; " statutes to delight 
the aged man's soul; testimonies to refresh the 
fainting spirit ; precepts to quicken the doubting 
soul. Language fails to tell of the excellencies of 
the " wine of joy " this " banqueting house " con- 
tains. It giveth wisdom to the simple, to the young 
men wisdom and discretion. It ministers comfort to 
the mourner, and hope and peace to the dying. *^ It 
is a lamp to the feet, and a lantern to our path. 
Sweet are its words unto the taste, yea^ sweeter than 
honey to the mouth ! " ^ 

Happy the soul that can without hypocrisy say 
^' Oh, how I love thy law, it is my meditation all 
the day long.^' " / have esteemed the words of Thy 
mouth, more than my necessary food.^* Again, by 
the " banqueting house " of Christ be intended the 
spiritual blessings enjoyed in partaking of the ordi- 
nances of Christ's Church. These are feasts of fat 
things provided for and enjoyed by the sheep of His 
flock These are like the " wells of Baca,"* and tlie 
palm trees of the desert They refresh the souls of 
the weary as they go from strength to strength, every 
one of them in Zion appearing before Grodl Oh, 

1. Ps. cxix. 103—105. 2. Pg.lxxxiv. 1—2, 6—7. 
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^how amiable are the tabernacles of the Lord of 
Hosts*' to the Lord's people! How often do they 
find *^ Him whom their souls love ! " — How oflben 
able to exclaim with Israel's sweet singer, " My 
wid hngethy yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lards my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
Kvinff Ood.^* 

Yes, Believers, be ye sure of this if to Christ's 
house you come witii waiting, praying souls; seeking 
and expecting a blessing from Him, if thus you 
" keep by the footsteps of the flock, and feed beside 
the shepherd's tents," you shall of a truth find that a 
day spent in the courts of the Lord's house, is better 
than a whole life spent in the palaces of Princes I 
As you travel wearily and sadly through the dry 
and parched desert of this life's pilgrimage, you will 
assuredly find that the tabernacles of God in the 
land, are verily " banqueting houses " of the great 
king himself. 

And how came the Believer into such close fellow- 
ship ¥dth Jesus ? 

" He brought me,"^ is the confession of every 
such &voured disciple. Not by the " will of the 
flesh," but by the "favour"^ of the Lord, is the soul 
brought into fellowship both of the sufferings of 
Jesus and the ** banquet " of His grace and love. 

Outward church membership, and participation 

1. Jno. i. 13. 2. Ps. zliv. 8. 

P 
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of the church's ordinances^ ministries^ and sacra- 
ments ; (through blessed means of grace,) are not 
grace itself, but means through which grace is 
bestowed and confirmed. 

Tou may enjoy them all and yet be destitate 
of the baptism of the Holy Ghost Such there are 
among us: — spots in our holy feasts of charity. 
They touch and taste divine and blessed truths and 
ordinances, but are dead to all spiritual life and love 
for Jesus, or interest in His covenant of grace.^ 

If by the "banqueting house'* we understand 
the Holy Scripture then to be brought into it, is to 
have the eyes of our understanding^ opened so as to 
belold J,o^,rW ^ Zld'L™. , h b 
to have our hearts so affected as to taste the sincere 
milk of the word, receive its blessed promises to the 
joy and sanctificaticm of our souL 

It is not every man who thus finds the statutes of 
the Lord to be the joy of his heart. How many 
are there who have read them for years, and yet 
have never found that blessed book to be a " banquet* 
ing house'* for their soul? Perhaps it has been 
so with yourself. Your bible you have read and 
studied with this commentator and that, and yet 
never found in it a "banquet." You admire its ccm- 
tents. Its grand and simple eloquence, its sublime and 
lofty poetry, its truth and pathos thrUl your very 

1. Mat XX vi 49. 
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soul I But that is alL There your acquaintance with 
it ceases. And why ? Because you read it not with 
£Bdth ! Tou read it without seeking or receiving the 
gift of that spirit of truths who can alone display the 
truth to your souls. I counsel you therefore^ honour 
Gtxi the Holy Ghost when you read or meditate on 
Grod's word. It is His word. Holy men of old 
wrote as they were inspired by Him.^ 

The experi^ice therefore of every Believer in 
Jesus will accord exactly with the expression ^^ He 
brought me into His '^ banqueting house." You 
did not bring yourself. It was Jesus who lead you^ 
by His spirit. His grace chose you not for works 
of righteousness that you had done^ neither for works 
which he foresaw you would do^ but as Paul saith to 
Timothy, according to " his own purpose and grace 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
worldb^anl"^ 

Behold then the goodness of the Lord I Marvel 
at His wondrous condescension ! He wlio is the 
Eong of Kings and Lord of Lords }ia& called you 
and brought you into His banqueting house." " O 
the depth of the riches botli of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!" He passed by Angels who 
long to look into these things. He passed by 
Patriarchs and Prophets who desired to see and know 
these things, and lias revealed them unto you ! 

1. II. Peter i. 21. 2. Jno. x. 3. 3. II. Tim. i. 9. 
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Church of Jesus Christ tee that you walk 
worthy of Him who hath thus brought you into 
His " banqueting house." As He which hath 
called you is holy, so ought ye to be holy in all 
manner of life and conversation! 

" His banner over me was fot?e." 

A banner or standard set up is a signal of war. 
(Jer. vi. 12. 27.) The Church of Christ here on 
earth is a Church militant. Hence she is in this Song 
represented as "terrible as an army with banners.*' 
Her enemies are both within and without She has 
foes within her very fold, hypocrites, and heretics, 
wolves in sheep's clothing I She has foes innumer- 
able without, — ^the world, the flesh, and the devil ! 
Against these the Church of Christ as a body, 
and every member of the same in his or her 
individual capacity is to contend manfully I Christ 
is the great captain under whose banner they fight I 

Forget not then. Christian Believers, ye are 
soldiers I Solenmly pledged you are by promises and 
vows the most sacred, to fight manfully under 
Christ's banner ! What (we might ask) do you know 
of this warfare? Here are the tokens of joy and 
victory! Where the trophies of your success? 
St. Paul says, " we are more than conquerors 
through Him who hath loved us."* 

Why does the Lord bring you into His *^ banquet- 

1. Rom. viii. 37. 
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ing house ? That jou may be strong for the battle. 

Therefore learn that your strength lies in Him. 
^ Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might *'^ The Lord giveth strength to His people." 
Seek for it then in His " banqueting house." Put 
on the whole armour of God, the helmet of salvation, 
the breast^plate of faith, the girdle of sincerity, the 
sandals of the gospel. Take also the shield of faith 
and the sword of the spirit which is God's word. 
Gt> forth thus in the name of the God of Israel and 
the Lord, even thy Redeemer cause thee to prosper I 

A banner (Ps. Ix. 3.) is also a token of protec- 
tion (Exod. xvii. 15.) 

Christ's true disciples who have been brought 
into His " banqueting house," know their security ! 

His banner which is over them encourages them. 
Jehovah-nissi is their watchword. Happy are the 
people that are in such a case — ^yea, blessed are the 
people who have the banner of the Lord Jesus over 
them ! Nothing can really harm them ! Nothing 
need disturb their peace. For when the enemy 
Cometh in like a flood, then the spirit of the Lord 
will lift up his standard against him . On the broad 
folds of that banner is written " love." 

A banner is a token of victory. When a city or 
a fortress is taken by the enemy, the banner is dis- 
played by the victorious party as the sign of victory. 

1. Eph. vL 11—17. 
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When Jesus brings his own into His ** banquet- 
ing house'' and displays over them the banner of 
His love, it is the sign of victory and the pledge 
of the future glorious consummation of all things. 
Now we see through a glass darkly. Earth is at 
present the scene of Satan's victory — the platform 
of sins' triumph. But shall it always be so ? Shall 
this earth, the scene of Jehovah's power and good- 
ness, the spot on which the God-man tabernacled, 
where he displayed the power of Godhead with 
the deep humiliation of manhood; shall this earth 
always remain the kingdom of the prince of darkness? 

God forbid! The banner of victory already waves 
over it I Jesus, the great conquerer, shall reign! 
The rebuke of His people shall be taken away, 
( Isaiah xxv. 6. ) Creation shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God. Soon that bright resur- 
rection morning will gladden this weary world, 
bringing victory to the saints of Christ, and redemp- 
tion to the groaning earth.^ 



5 Stay me mth Jlagom, comfort me with apples : for 

I am sick of love. 

" When the queen of Sheba had seen all Soh- 
morCs wisdomy and the hot^e that he had buiU, and 

1. Zech. xiv. 20—21. 
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ike meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants 
and the attendance of his ministers, and their ap- 
parel, and his cupbearers, and his e^cent by which 
he went up unto the house of the Lord " it is said 
** there was no more spirit in herJ*^^ 

Greater ones than either Solomon or the queen of 
Sheba are before us here. Yet the fainting spirit of 
this queen, as she beheld the wisdom and glory of 
the king of Israel, beautiftJly typifies the over- 
powered soul of the Believer, whose rapturous de- 
lights at the discoveries and enjoyments of Christ's 
love and presence are expressed in this verse. 

The words are highly figurative — expressive of 
an earnestness of aftection for the person of Christ, 
which, to the natural man is perfectly mcomprehen- 
sible. 

Such fore-tastes of heavenly enjoyments — such 
glimpses of the ftiture glory in the presence of the 
King, when His throne shall be established and His 
table spread, makes the soul of the waiting Believer 
faint within him — not only with amazement, but 
with longing desires also to " depart, and be with 
Christ ! " Hence the cry for supportment 

** Flagons^' were vessels chiefly used for wine in 
banquets. Thus we find at the marriage^ of Cana 
in Galilee, where Jesus ** turned the water into 
wine " — there were stone water-pots or "flagons^' — 

I. I. KingSi X. 4 — 5. 2. Jno. ii« 6. 



192 SOJSQ OF SOiiOMOS. 

in which the wine was ooDYeyed idId tlie banqueting 
roonu 

By a figure of speech CHo& in. 1.) "Jbipams^ are 
put for the wine contained in them, just as die cop 
is (Luke xxiL 20.) The words then ''Uoj^ m€ uM 
flagons^ amount to this: ^strengthen me, lefinesh 
me with larger communications and richer eiqperienoe 
of the wine of Thy love." 

In the second verse of the first chapter, die 
church declares how highly she esteemed Christ's 
love — "Thy love is better than wine.^ Where, (as 
before shown) under the figure wine, we are to un- 
derstand the choicest dainties, delights and vanities 
of earthy its banquets, its comforts, its pleasures and 
its profits. None of these things a child of Grod has 
any taste for. The love of Christ is far sweeter, fiir 
more delightful, far more desirable; "It is better 
than wineJ** 

It is then the cry of the thirsty soul, crying out 
for the living Lord. " As the hart panteth after the 
cool water-brooks,"* when exhausted by the chase 
and hunted down by her pursuers, so the spiritual 
Christian earnestly seeks after a larger measure and 
a fuller experience of that love of Jesus which 
passeth knowledge I Like the " two daughters of 
the liorse-leach which cry unceasingly, give, give," 
like the earth which drinketh in the rain, and still 

1. Ps. idii, I. 
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thirsteth for more, so is every child of Gh)d daily 
asking, daily desiring more grace, more faith, more 
love. 

** Stay me with flagons*^ — ^but she rests not here ; 
she enlargeth her desires. — " Comfort me toith 
apples.^ As in the former part of her request, the 
church plainly has reference to the " banqueting 
house " into which she had been brought ; so in this 
to that " apple tree*' (verse 8.), whose fruit was so 
sweet to her taste. 

By these apples we may understand the hopes and 
promises of the gospel which, when " fitly spoken,** 
are ** like apples of gold in pictures of silver." * 

How comforting to the child of God are the 
glorious doctrines of grace ! How precious Jesus is 
to them which believe ! 

" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a Believer's ear, 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear." 

How comforting to the Believer's soul are the 
great and glorious doctrines of grace, such for 
instance as the Divine sovereignty^ — the soul's justi- 
fication by faith^ — the sanctification by the Spirit* — 
the final perseverance of Believers,^ and the future 

1. Prov. XXV. 11. 

2. Job xxiii. 13.— Isai. xl. 13 — 14. — Rom. xL 34. 

8. Rom. viii 33. 4. Rom. xv. 16.— Jno. xvii. 17—19. 

5. Jno. xvii. 11—12. 
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consummation and restitution of all things at the 
coming and glory of Jesus I^ 

Brethren Believers, in the hour of temptation or 
feebleness, when the flesh is weak and the spirit 
buffeted by Satan, wh^i doubts and fears torment 
your soul, how welcome are " the apples " of com- 
fort which the promises aad consolations of the gospel 
afford. To ^^retid, mark, learn, and inwardly digest^^ 
such promises and doctrines as (Rom. v. 1.) 
^* Therefore being justifiedy'* 8fc, : (Rom. viii 1. 
and 31.) ** There is therefore now no^ 8fc. How 
ftdl of sweet and unspeakable comfort I How blessed 
are the eyes that see, how happy the hearts that can 
feel, rest upon, and realise the comfort, the truth, 
and the powar of these inestimable truths I 

AlasI Alas I of how much comfort and joy do we 
rob ourselves by unbelief! Reusing to give credit 
to the blessed promises of the Lord — ^how often do 
we sin away our comforts by unlawftd seeking of 
them in the world. We who ought to be the salt of 
the earth loose our savour. We who are sent into the 
world to be witnesses for Jesus, are ashamed of Him. 

Thus the comforts of the gospel are lost Holiness 
and consolation are wisely and necessarily joined 
together in the covenant of grace. 

If you would walk happly you must also walk 
closely with Jesus ! It is indeed true that salvation 

1. Acts iii. 20-^21. 
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is sure to every Believing souL This you may 
believe and hold ; and yet the joy of it you may 
loose. '^ Restore unto me (said penitent David) the 
joy of thy scUvation.^'^ He had lost it^ though grace 
had not lost him. ^^ Gfreat peace have they that lave 
thy law,*' 

If then you would enjoy the comforts of the gospel 
banquet, not only pray for a spiritual taste both to 
know and relish its joyful sound and the sweet fruits 
it furnishes its table with^ but take heed that your 
garments are kept clean from the world's impure 
touch. Then like ancient BeUevers, you wiU walk 
both in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost 

The reason which the Church ^ves as an argu- 
ment for the desired relief deserves notice — ^^for I 
am sick of lave,^^ 

This was a spiritual sickness. There are various 
bodily sicknesses, so also various spiritual ones. 
There is the sickness of sin which is a sickness unto 
eternal death unless it be cured. 

This is hereditary in every one of us! We 
brought it into the world.^ It has grown with our 
growth, and waxed stronger with our strength. 

It has spread its deadly poison over every faculty 
of man*s soul, as well as every limb of his body. 
There is no part clean from it 

1. P8.1i. 12. 2 Ps. li. 6. 
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'^ The whole head is sick and the whole heart 
faint ^ from the crown of the head even unto the sole 
of the foot \*^^ sin has wrought in man's nature. 
If perchance some poor sm-sick soul has cast his 
or her eye upon this page, whose soul is sick and 
nigh unto death, oh, let me tell such an one 
**' Behold ! there is one, even Jesus, able and willing 
to save your life ! Here is one — the only one — ^the 
great physician of Israel, whose balm of Gilead, com- 
pounded with His own most precious blood and tears, 
can give you health of soul ! " Yes, poor worldling, 
you may be ignorant of that deadly disease, which 
like a consuming fever, is eating away the life of 
your sold. This only makes your case more 
pitiable. You may be seeking other remedies and 
other physicians. This is only aggravating your 
disease. You may be like the poor woman in the 
the gospel, spending all your substance upon them, 
and yet be none the better, but rather the worse 1 

If thy sickness is to be cured, you must come to 
Jesus I 

Alas! Alas ! that dying, perishing sinners should 
sink down into the bottomless pit, with these words 
ringing in their ears, ^^ Ye will not come to me that 
ye might have life ! 

But this is not the sickness spoken of here. It is a 
sickness arising from a longing to enjoy more of the 

1. Isa. L 6. 
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presence of Jesus and the comfortable assurance of 
His gracious favour. I say longing to enjoy, be- 
cause every child of God may enjoy the most com- 
fortable assurance of Christ's presence and favour, 
w^d such as have tasted that the Lord is gracious^ 
will be earnestly desirous of attaining to the most 
excellent joy and consolation which He can give. 

This is implied in the language of this passage. 
The Church was '* sick of love^ and longed for the 
comfort which the assurance of having a vital in- 
terest in Christ, could only give. Many a Christian 
reader will probably read his or her own experience 
in that of the text ! 

At such times betake yourselves to Jesus. Come 
to Him again, simply as a thirsty, fainting sinner, 
waiting for fresh streams of His love and salvation I 

Amidst all your weakness, buffetings and tempta- 
tions, remember, if a good work has been, by the 
grace of God, commenced in your soul, it will also 
be perfected. God does not give and then take 
away. He does not begin and then discover that 
He can not carry out. 

What He gives in the way of grace. He gives for 
eternity, as the apostle Paul also saith, ^^ the gifts 
and calling of Gk)d are without repentance."* 

When your soul is sick, when you see not 
your tokens, when your soul is cast down and 

1. Rom. xi. 29. 
Q 
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fainteth within you, then ask "if God be for you, 
who can be against you?" He that spared not His 
own Son, but freely gave him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him freely give us all things ?* 

Of the things which I have thus spoken this is the 
sum — ^that there are doctrines full of comfort, and 
truths full of peace and joy, set before us in the 
gospel, the enjoyment of which we should earnestly 
desire and unceasingly pray for. 

And among the rich fruits which are there spread 
out, that of ** assurance," is one of the most com- 
forting and delicious to the child of Ckwi. ** What 
(saith an old writer) can come amiss to him that 
hath the assurance that Jesus shed his blood for 
him, and God is his reconciled Father through the 
Son?" 

" Hath he lost a friend ? His friend lives. Hath 
he lost an only child? God hath given him his 
only son. Hath he scarcity of bread? God hath 
given him the finest of wheat — ^heavenly manna, the 
bread of life? Are his comforts taken from Him? 
The comforter is his which is the Holy Ghost. 
Doth he meet with storms and tempests of sorrow 
and trouble ? He knows where to put in for harbour. 
God in Christ is his portion — ^heaven is his haven I *' 

Oh, I would to God, the professing church of 
God, understood and possessed this gift of the Holy 

I. Rom viii. 32. 



CHAPTER II. 199 

Ghost ! It is one of the sweetest fruits of Christ's 
** banqueting house " we can enjoy upon earth ! It 
is the very foretaste of heaven ! *^ All saints shall 
enjoy heaven when they leave this earth : but some 
there are who enjoy heaven here on earth." You 
may indeed go to heaven without enjoying the fruits 
of this blessed doctrine. I dare not say otherwise. 
Many there are who have been disturbed with fears 
and doubts of their state, who yet, doubtless are 
Christ's. "Their's is saving faith though not rejoicing 
fidth, even that faith which Christ pronounces to be 
great faith, which saith *^ Lord I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under my roof^ but speak the 
word only and thy servant shall be healed.''^ 

** Blessed are all they that thus beUeve. It may 
seem Httle faith. But little faith goetli to heaven no 
less than great faith — not indeed so comfortably nor 
yet so gloriously. So then, he that hath faith, hatli a 
blessing, but he that hath the full assurance of faith 
is more conscious of and rejoices in the blessing." 
The days of such are " the days of heaven upon 
earth." Covet earnestly then O Church of Christ 
the best gifts Be not content with a day of small 
things. Press forward in the race. Visit oftimes the 
" banqueting house " of Jesus. Get strength, and 
refi:«shment, and encouragement thence. Behold 
the tablets are spread. All things are prepared. Eat 
of friends^ yea, drink, drink abundantly, O beloved. ■ 
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If you would evermore feel the everlasting arms 
of Omnipotence round you and hear the voice of 
Jesus saying ** / am thy sahation " — if you would 
be blessed in your day and generation as witnesses 
for Jesus in days of blasphemy, and hollow pro- 
fession: if you would be known as bold, firm, 
unwavering disciples of Jesus — ^if you would be holy 
and spiritual in your feelings, and desires, and life, 
then seek for large sappUes of the sbrengthening, 
comforting graces and gifts of '^ Faith, Hope, and 
Charity y which are by Jesus Christ to the praise 
and ghry of QodJ*^^ 

6. His Itft hand is under my head, and hU right hand 

doth embrace me. 

7, / charge you^ ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the 

roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir 
not up, nor awake my love, tiU he please. 

It is well remarked by an old writer concerning 
the figures employed in Holy Writ, that " if they 
consent to go toith us one mile, we must not compel 
them to go with us twain/' The moral of which 
evidently is, that we are not at liberty to draw out 
the figures of Holy Scripture beyond due and 
legitimate bounds. Indeed, they sometimes so deli- 
cately shadow forth the truth they are intended to 

1. Phil. i. 2. 
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exhibit, that to touch them, is to disfigure and 
destroy their use and beauty. 

It is manifestly so in these verses, in which Christ 
in that mysterious union (which marriage typifies) 
acts the part of a tender and loving husband towards 
his Church. He sees her feeble and fainting, hears 
her cry for help, and in a moment is at her side, encir- 
cling her with the ^^everlasting arms," and discover- 
ing to her the strongest tokens of His love, having 
in His ** left hand,'' temporal mercies, and in His 
** right hand," spiritual strength and consolations. 

The Church is thus assured of her safety and 
security. 

Sustained by His "left hand," and embraced by 
His ** right hand," none can pluck her out of His 
hands.* 

This is true of every age of the Church and con- 
cerning every member embraced within its fold. 
Jesus, the same ** yesterday ^ to-day y and for ever^^ 
^ giveth power to the faint, and to them who have 
no might He increases strength." 

Happy are the people who can thus make their 
boast in the Lord I 

Reader I if ever your weary soul, cast down and 
fidnting within you, has been stayed on the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ: if you have found BBma very 
present help in your time of trouble, if when tempted 

1. Jno. X. 28. 
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He has succoured you: afflicted He has sympaliused 
with you : when sick at heart He has healed your 
sickness; when weak supported ; or fainting, revived 
you with the cordials of His love and grace, cii ! 
then you have had some experience of the love of 
Jesus, who like a ^^ good shepherd," both watches 
over his sheep Himself and charges your companions 
(who as yet understand not such close dealings of 
the Lord with the soul) not to suffer a single sound 
to break in upon the sleep of his timorous dis^ 
ciple, ** so He giveth His beloved sleep.*' 



8. Tke voice of my beloved / behold, he cometh leapm^ 
upon the mouiUaim^ skipping up^n the hiUe. 

In the previous verse the Believer was enjoying 
the very highest degree of spiritual privilege, cahnly 
and securely reposing under His care, who keepeth 
His saints and neither sleepeth nor slumberetb.^ The 
Church feared no evil and had rest. But so uncer- 
tain are the frames and feelings, even of the most 
spiritual, that lo ! in this very next verse we find 
the pres^ice of Jesus no longer enjoyed, but only 
expected.^ Before, the Church had realised Uis 
presence and boasted of it in the presence of the 
daughters of Jerusalem. Here it is otherwise. He 

I. Pa. cxx. 4. 
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was gone from her. We are not informed how^ but 
somehow she has deprived herself of His presence. 

She, who he&xte time, was in the closest com- 
mmiion with her beloved, now sees Him in the far 
distance. 

She hears his voice and recognises it. Like 
one of His own sheep, she knows his voice before 
she sees him, and easily distinguishes it ft'om the 
voioe of a stranger ' It rouses her soul from its too 
soond sleep, and rebukes her for her want of watch* 
fiilness. ^ What could ye not watch with me one 
hour f Watch and pray lest ye enter into temptaiionJ** 
Beware of resting either too much in sensible 
comfort, or of driving it away through careless 
e8timati0n of them. Observe too that the transition 
from the highest spiritual communion with Christ 
and enjoyment of His favour to *^ the savouring of 
things that are of men," is most easily and some- 
times rapidly performed. 

Who so fiivoured as Peter at the moment Jesus 
said '* Blessed art thou Simon Bar'^ona ?" Who so 
wretched and miserable and self-degraded as that 
aame Peter, when having denied His master thrice, 
sdtf-condemned, he went out and wept bitter tears of 
shame and repentance?' 

He presumed on the strength of his zeal. He 
was self-satisfied and confident in his privileges. He 

L John X. 4 & 5. 2. Mat. xzzvi. 75. 
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ceased for a moment to watch and then fell into 
temptation and lost the peace and joy of salvation. 

And the Church (which is the Lamb's bride) 
seems here to be in the same fallen condition. 

At all events separated by many ** mountains " 
and ** hills." And this is most painAiL For in 
His presence are joys for evermore, yea, *' life 
itself!" 

Who is there among the Lord's people, after 
having ^* once tasted" the power of Jesus' love and 
the gladness of His house and presence, that would 
be satisfied with a mere distant view of Him ? 

Even Zacchoeus when he would see Jesus but 
could not because of the press of people, climbed up 
into a Sycamore tree that he might be near the 
Lord and behold His person.^ 

The woman that would be healed forced her way 
till she touched the very hem of His garments, and 
the moment she touched Him, she was made whola' 

All who have realised their own poverty 
and Christ's ftilness, their own misery and the joy 
and peace which Christ's love imparts and His 
presence brings, stand on the watch and waits at 
the door-posts of His house to catch the first glimpse 
of returning mercies. 



1. Luke xix. 4. 2. Mat ix. 20. 



CHAPTER II. 205 



9. My behved is like a roe or a young hart : behold^ 

he 8tandetk behind our wall, he looketh forth 

at the vmdowe, shewing hiimelf 

through the lattice. 

In the farmer verse the Church first heard His 
voice and then saw Hun coming towards her. Here 
in this she observes nearer approaches of the Lord. — 
(I.) He stood behind the wall: 
(H.) He looked forth at the windows : 
(HI.) He shewed Himself through the lattices : 
We may understand by the wall, *^ the Ceremonial 
Law," ' even the law of Commandments contained in 
Ordinances. Behind this wall of types, figures, and 
sacrifices, Christ shewed himself to the Church, 
though dimly and obscurely. 

Under the dispensation of Moses and the prophets, 
Christ stood behind the wall of carnal ordinances, 
ceremonies, and sacrifices ^^ imposed on Israel until 
the time of reformation."^ These were but the 
** shadow of good things to come." When Christ 
came in the flesh, then the shadow fled away, and 
the wall was broken down. He came and realised 
every type, fulfilled prophecy, and made an end of 
sacrifices. He came as the light of the morning 
when the sun '' riseth, even w iiioming without 

1. Eph. ii, 4—15. 2 Heb. ix. 10. 
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clouds." He came the desire of many prophets and 
kings — ^the hope of all the nations of the earth and 
the expectation of the everlasting hills I 

^^ Bless the Lord God of Israel^ through 
whose tender mercies the day spring from on high 
hath visited usJ*^ 

Abraham^ and Isaac, and Moses, and all the 
Prophets, and all old Testament Saints, longed to 
see the wall broken down, and the day break, and 
the sun of righteousness arise. 

They only saw Him behind the wall. They only 
beheld Hun^ dimly shadowed forth in the ordinances 
and types which Moses was admonished of God to 
ordain, when he made the tabernacle according to 
the pattern shewed him in the mount. 

Scripture has determined what these shadows 
meant. ^ Jesus is the reality. He is the body. He 
is the substance of which these types or ordinances 
of Israel were the shadows. 

Take away their reference to Him, and they cease 
to have meaning. 

But look at them as pictures of all that Jesus was 
to do and suffer in the flesh, and they breathe with 
life and significance. 

So that as the great Reformer Tindal saith, 
" while there is a ^^ star light of Christ " in all the 
ceremonies, there is in some so truly the light of the 

1. Col. ii. 17. 2. Heb. x. 1. 
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broad-day, " that he cannot but believe God shewed 
Moses the secrets of Christ and the very manner of 
his death, even in the wilderness." 

Just look for a moment at the chief part of the 
Temple service, and well might one great divine say 
of that Book, that it was ** the gospel according to 
Leviticus." It is full of the gospel. It is full of 
Christ The Israelite could discern Him, even 
though He seemed to be only standing behind the 
wall and shewing Himself here and there through 
the windows and lattices, the different ordinances 
and ceremonies which served (like windows do in a 
house) to give light to the souls of them that 
worshipped. But in what did the Temple Service 
chiefly consist ? — The morning and evening sacrifice: 
the Lamb without blemish : the Goat that was slain > 
the Bullock that was offered : the scape-goat sent 
forth into the wilderness : all testified of Jesus. 

The roasting of the pascal lamb with fires, eating 
it with bitter herbs, these set forth the agony and 
bloody sweat and Cross and passion of Jesus when 
He bore our sins; when He, the true pascal lamb, 
Christ our passover was slain, and endured for us 
the fires of His Father's wrath. 

The Temple too was a tjrpe of Jesus. Every par^ 
of its furniture a type and figure of what was to be 
in the humanity of the Incarnate God. Before the 
entrance of the Holy place stood the altar of brass 
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which points to pardon and sin through Christ's 
sacrifice : the laver filled with water, the emblem of 
the Holy Spirit to sanctify and make meet for their 
house above, such as believe. On the one side of the 
place stood the Holy candlestick with its lamps always 
burning, typical of the Divine light which came into 
the worid.^ On the other side-table, shew-bread.* 

At the Upper end of the Holy place stood an 
altar of incensa From that altar rose up the 
smoke of incense, the fragrance of which was 
drawn out by fire. This is also a type of the sweet 
savour in God's sight of Christ's sufferings, and of 
acceptance in the Father through the beloved* And 
last of all the Holy of Holies.^ 

Thus was Christ seen though as it were, '^behind 
the wali : " through the ^^ windows and taitices .*'' 
the ordinances and places of offering : thios was He 
seen by the pious believing Jew under the Cere- 
mKxntal Law. 

Thus was the gospel preached and Christ set 
forth amid the solemn but simple types of the 
Church in the wilderness The Old Testament 
teaches the same doctrine respecting a sinner's sal- 
vation, as the New I 

They preach one Gospel, one Saviour, one Faith.^ 
^' Both in the Old and New Testament eveirlaiSting 
life is offered through Jesus Christ" 

I. J no. i. 9. 2. Jno. vi. 85. 3^ |l^lv iz. 78—^. 
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The sacrifices and ceremonies of the Old Testa- 
ment preach Jesus Christ crucified^ as well as the 
Sacraments and ministry of the New. 

The New is the fulfilment of the Old ; the anti- 
type of the type. 

There are some among us who^ instead of using 
the Old Testament to establish the doctrines of the 
New, cast them on one side as if needless I 

This is to treat with contempt God's word. 
Onr blessed Lord himself quoted the Old Testa- 
ment as Gtod*s word repeatedly. 

Study then the Old Testament in the light of the 
New-^espedally such Books as that of Leviticus and 
this Song, and Christ will be seen manifested: shew- 
ing himself fi*om behind the ^^ wall " of partition 
(now broken down) ** flourishing at the windows," 
*' shewing himself firom the lattices." 

There is, however, a fiirther sense in which the 
words of this verse are strictly applicable to our- 
selves, to the Church of Christ generally, and to 
individual Believers in particular. To the Church, 
the glory of Christ is still hidden. He shews Him- 
self to her only through the ministries of His Word 
and Sacraments. In them He manifests His love 
and the riches of His grace. But still the Church 
can ovly see Him as through a glass darkly. The 
body is as a wall between Him and His people. 
But soon this will be done away, and all with open 

R 
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face will see Jesus as He is^ and stand in His im- 
mediate {Mresence. To the BeUever^ Ghrisf s &YOiir 
and presence are oftentimes hidden. Thej can not 
find Him> nor trace His steps. But why ? Who 
has hindered His approach? What is the bacricr 
which is an obstacle to His presence? ^ H^ standeth 
behind our wall " — a wall (A cur atom raising — aa 
obstacle of our oum building. 

We place ourselves where we may please oar- 
selves and gratify our own wills, but exclude Christ 
and even block up the entrances. This is Ihe cause 
of Christ's distance. — ^^ Behold, the Lord^s hand i» 
not shortened y that it eatmot save ; neither his ear 
heavy y that it cannot hear: — But your ndquiiies 
have separated between you and your Ood, and your 
sins have hid his face from you, that he unU not 
hearP^ 

We may not be positively guilty of sins of an 
aggravated form. They may be only such as many 
would term little inconsistencies, allowable associa- 
lions of persons, places and pursuits, which though 
not positively forbidden, are of the ^*ea;r(h, earthy,^ 
and so far the sure causes and fia^smnners dl 
estrangement &om Christ Be not deceived. The 
nearer you live to the world, the further you are 
from Christ 

^' What manner of persons then ought ye to be 

I. Is. lis. 1. 
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im ctt holy conversation and godliness*^ ^ — leet ye 
grieve &.e Lord so that He hide Himself behind the 

How dSigently^ how carefoliy, how circumspectly 
should yoa walk, that when He comes, riding on 
the wings of the wind in His glory and the glory of 
Hifl Father, yon may be ^ found of Him in peace 
without qpot and blameless." 

** A littie while " and He shall oome 
VotfSbi from the inner shrine, 
A.nd osU His ransomed people Home, 
To bliss supreme, divine ! 



10. Ify beloved spi^, and said unto me. Rise up, my 

love, my fair one, and come away, 

11. Jbr, lo! the tointer is j^ast, tie rain is over 

and gone ; 

12. Theflowers a^ear on the earth ; the time qf the 
singing qflirds is come, and the voice of the 

turtle is heard in our land; 

18. The Jig tree putteth forth her green Jigs, and the 

vines icith the tender grape gaioe a good smell. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and 

come away. 

This is the voice of the Church telling to her 
daughters and companions what gracious things Jesus 

1. IL Pet ill 11. 
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had said to hen When Christ speaks eflFectually to 
the soul it can never forget His gracious words. 
She calls Christ her ** beloved," and He calls her His 
^' love," and His '* fair one." All this is a great 
mystery and can only be understood by such as are 
exercised therein. This is certain, those whom Chris* 
puts his love upon are " fair " in His eyes, however 
uncomely in the eyes of others. He repeats His 
invitation to the Church. This shews great and 
blameable indifference on her part, as well as great 
love and earnestness on His. He urges compliance 
with His wishes by reasons very elegantly described 
under the figure of returning spring. ^* The winter 
is past^^; that time of deadness, and cold, and bar- 
renness. ^* The rains** — ^the cold harsh rain of 
winter is ceased and ^' the dew is as the dew of 
herbs." *^ The powers appear/* and the voice of 
singing birds and the gentle moans of the turtle 
dove testify like the ** leaves ** of the fig trees, and 
the sweet smeU sent forth by the tender *'^rape«" — 
that the pleasant season of spring was come. 

AH which description is allegorical and is appli- 
cable in a prophetic point of view, to that glorious 
millenial period, whose dawn seems already bursting 
on this groaning weary earth, when the " vdldemess 
and soUtary places shall be glad and the desert rejoice 
and blossom as the rose." ^ '^ It shall blossom abund- 

1. Ib. xxzt. 1. 
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antlj and rejoice with joy and singing." ''The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it^ the excellency 
of Carmel and Sharon."^ 

Or else it is descriptive of the condition of the 
Church of Grod before Christ's comin^c in flesh 
Those were wicked, dreary, rainy^ter-times; 
''when darkness catered the land, and gross dark- 
ness (hepeopW^^ 

But when Jesus came, of whom prophets and 
patriarchs had spoken — ^gospel light and warmth 
diffiised itself and scattered abroad the shades of 
darkness, infideUty, and superstition. 

Gospel grace, with its warming life-giving power, 
softened the frozen, stone-cold hearts of men, and 
the stem warrior wept, and the proud king trembled 
when the story of grace was told them by the 
witnesses of Christ and His resurrection. The 
winter of the world wa. pa.t, and a glorious spring- 
time of the gospel kingdom (according to the election 
of grace) burst over the whole earth. 

We have also a Uvely description of the flourish- 
ing condition of those who have passed from death 
unto life; who are no longer under the chilling, 
freezing, deadening influence of nature, but in the foil 
exercise of the grace of Jesus Christ " The flowers 
appear on the Earih.'^ These are '* the graces ** of 
the spirit, faith, hope, love, meekness, temperance, 

1. Is. zxzv. 2. 2. li. Ix. 2. 
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lang^itffdriiig^ and forbeafance.^ These adorn a Be^ 
liere^i profession^ as the flowers adom the woisweA 
earth. But they are of God's Raising*' 

The graces of th6 Believer are flowers very 
pleasing to bdold, but they are of the spirit^s pro* 
ixkcdon^ hot man's; ^^not 0fthe mU of mai^ nor 
eftho mU of ihefle$h, hU of OodJ' 

^* TheHmeof the singing of birds is oomo.^-^TJikm 
the bilids in spring-time^ sitting and ^^ silking anittng 
the branches/' the renewed r^;e^erated man^ probes 
his Bodeemi^r God^ ^^ in psalms ^ and hymns^ and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mdodg m hb 
heart unto the Lord.^^^ 

^^ Unto ikee O Lord I will give thanks, yea» unto 
th^ wiU I gite thanks,^ is the key-note of the seng 
which every ransomed soul may well sing. 

The time speeds quickly on^ when sdl who have 
sung the Lcml's song in the strange land add ^^ hung 
their harps on the willow^" shall ^' stand cm the eea 
of glass^ having the harps of Godj and snug the song 
of Moses and the Lamk"^ '' Grreat and marvdlous 
are Thy works, IaxA. God Almighty^mt and true 
Thy ways thou King of saint&" 

^' The voice of the turtle is heard in their land**' 
According to (Ps. Ixxiv. IQ.); this is the Toice of 
the Church. 

1. Gal T. 22. 2. Pb. eiv> 80. 8. Epb. 1. 19. 

4. Kev. XT. 2. 
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nk4 Jig tneputieihfofih her green figzy a/nd the 
tmee tmth the tender grape give a good smelV^ 

Tbd ssmts of Gbd abound in good works ; are 
liden with rich and good fruit: like the fig tree, 
wlneh m Egjrpt was wont to bear fruit seven times 
a year ia the greatest Inxnriance and plenty ; and 
like the vine^ which not only produces abundant 
cvqpfe of fruit, but also when in flower, ^^ gities a 
goedmneU.*^ 

T3aB graces of liie Church are pleasing to God as 
being produced by the constraining love of Christ* 
anl when presented in His nune, they are fragrant 
to Grod. They *^smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia.'^ 
One thing here observe, the figs are only ^^ green^ 
and the grapes but — ^ tender.'^ They are not ;yet 
** perfect," nor even have they " attained '* any 
degree of perfection, but yet they are noticed, and 
thai with evid^t delight by the Lord of the vineyard. 

To all His dear children the voice of Jesus comes 
in tttnder rebuke, yet in love. ^^ Arise and come 
away.'*^ 

He would have us more active in His service. 

He bids us ^' rise up^ It may have been long 
since the winter-time of onr soul has passed away. 
It was a sleep of death in which we then lay. 

In that sense we shall sleep no more. He who th^i 
aroused us will keep us awake until He comes. 
But oftentimes we seem to fall asleep, forget^ that 
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^' iJie nigfU is far spent, and the day is at hand,^*^ 

In this condition the garden of our soul but Uttle 
resembles the garden of the Lordj but rather that of 
the slothful man.' 

Faith is feeble; love to Jesus well-nigh frozen 
up; duties are lifelessly performed, and in a legal 
spirit; life frittered away in doing Utde or nothing 
for tiie glory of our Master ; prayer not altogether 
omitted but oflFered only in a lifeless formal manner. 

In mercy, Christ speaks either by Providence or 
His Word — ^^ rise up,^ why sleep ye? Could ye 
not watch witii me one hour? Rise up and follow 
me. 

He may touch us slightiy at first as tiie angel 
did Elijah under tiie juniper tree. He may speak 
words of love and tenderness. Should all tiiis fail 
to arouse His slothfrd disciple, He will smite sorely 
until the very soul of tiie sleeper is stricken tiux>ugh 
as witii a tiiousand arrows. Church of Christ '^ rise 
up " and come away from among tiie sons of Belial, 
and follow tiie Lamb whitiier he goetii I 

Quit your pleasures, ease, and comfort, and follow 
Him who followed and bore tiie Cross for you. 
'^ Rise up'* and follow Him in newness of life* 
Pray as if you had never prayed before. *' JRise 
up " and " come away " from tiie tents of Mesech, 
in which for a while you are constrained to dweU. 

1. Roin.ziiil2. 2. Proy. zxiv. 80. 
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This is not your life, but you look for a blessed one 
and more perfect in the glorious appearing and 
coming of your Lord I 

This is a dying world. It is a cursed earth, and 
it groans deep and loud for redemption. " JRise up*' 
from it — get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, unto that goodly land which Jesus beckons 
you toward. 

You are pilgrims and strangers on earth, as all 
your fathers wera Why then seek a home and 
treasures here, when the cloud of God's wrath 
hangs over ready to dissolve in fervent heat this 
earth and all things that are therein? Its very 
splendour is perilous and its beauty decay I 

As friends and brethren of Jesus — ^members of the 
household of faith — ^inheritors of a royal crown, I bid 
you *' rise up " and ^' come away.** 

** Rise up** to 9. swifter race ; to a closer con. 
formity to His image. '^ Come away** and lust 
not after the fellowship of the world, its pomps, or 
its vanities. ^' Arise my love^ my fair one^ and 
come away ! ** 
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14. my dove, thai art in the defta c^the rook^ in the 

secret places of the atairs^ letmeaeethif counte* 

nance, let me hear thy voice: for moeet ia 

thy voice, and thy countenanee ia 

comely. 

" my dave.*^ — ^This is a newname wliich CSirist 
ifi pleased to give to His Church* It is not inaj^tfio- 
priate for many reasons. 

(L) The dove is a very £Edr and beautiful bird.^ 
So also is Christ's Church. 

(XL) The dove is also a most gentle^ innocent^ aad 
harmless oreature. Therefore Christ says to His 
Church*-^Matt x. 1 6.) His disciples are to be> and 
should strive and pray to be ^' blameless and harm- 
less the sons of God without rebuke ^ in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation."^ They are to Hve 
not only inoff^isively before the worlds but peaoe- 
fiilly and quietly also among themselves. 

(IIL) The dove is a very fearftd and timid bird. 
Ephraim is compared to a trembling dov&' The 
penitence of Israel after its return under Ekra from 
Babylon is noted — " all the people sat in the street 
of the house of Ood trembling.**^ 

It is the sign of a tender^ conscience^ and humble 

1. Ps. Ixiii. 113. 2. £p. ▼. 27. 8. Hos. xs. 2. 

4. Ezra z. 9. 
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i^Mrit, and to such is the promise (of Christ's dwel- 
ling with them) given. ^^To this man tcUl Ilook 
even him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and 
trembleth at my own word.**^ 

For these and other reasons this title is very 
aj^ropriafcely given by Christ to His ChurcL She 
is His Church — " Christ's dove.'* No wonder 
therefiire she can find like Noah's dove, no resting 
place on earth. Her dwelling place is ^' in the clefte 
of the rock, and in the secret places of the stairs^'* 

This may be understood either as alluding to the 
usual place where the dove makes it nest, of which 
Jexemsh speaks: or, as to a place of refuge to 
which the dove flies when pursued by a bird of prey, 
''into the hollow of a rock." 
' This rock may refer to God's electing love,in which 
the Church has dwelt and will dwell unto all eternity. 
Its foundations are upon the everlasting hills,<sure 
and certain, being laid altogether in the sovereign 
will and pleasure of that Ghxlwho '' will have mercy 
on whom will have mercy,'* and '' be gracious to 
whom wiU be gracious;- whose purpSTlnot 
fail, and whose counsel cannot be disannulled. 

Now as this doctrine is to some a rock of great 
consolation, '' Aill of sweet, pleasant, and unspeak- 
aUe comfort," (Act xvii.) " confirming their faith 
and kindh'ng their love :" so also it is a rock of 

1. Is. Ixvi. 2. 2. Rom. iz. IS. 




Uttmi fiKBCr SntL oHK IBB 

mtuibr oBKfi ix Oax iamadL 



The jpiMcfe ipcdki^ <rf Out, ovpna Him to 
dttt CPKk ia ifae p Mfiwi» wiDck Mokb snoie with 
Imi md^ tkA warns gwdnd oa^ and die streams 
ffX^m^ diem dnoo^ ike wiUemem. — ^ T%ey 

Ho zf^an (Malt. xtL 18,) where r e feg r in g to the 
wMtf Cffnfemoa of fidth which Peter had just made 
upon ** this rock/' — ^I bnfld mj Chmch ue. on this 
cxmUmifm of £uth in me as *^very Ood af eery 
&odf^ the true MessiaL 

Tlie clefts of the rock are the wounds of Jesus, 
who " was womided for our iniquities, and braised 
for otir transgressions.''^ 

Hiding ourselves there we have a sure and safe 
r0(\4g() from the claims of divine justice and the re^ 
linmohoM of a wounded and accusing conscience. 

I. It. lUi. 5. 



CHAPTEB II. 221 

This God prefigured to Moses when He put hun " in 
the cleft of a rochy^ and made all His glory pass 
before him. ^ 

For where can we behold so fully the glory of 
God's mercy and the severity of God's holiness^ as 
in the pierced hands and lacerated body of Jesus? 

I.4ft.C^ofOhris.-»ebg'Hi„p,e.«ed 
and cleft by the nails and spear, that we see the 
awfiil love of God, as well for the Church as for His 
own glory. 

So many of you as believe, have fled to Him in 
very truth and reaUty. 

In Him you have everlasting security and perfect 
peace. 

'' There is now no condemnation for them that 
are in Christ JesusJ*^^ 

In Him you have an ever present intercessor,^ to 
whom you may go with your daily sorrows and 
hourly sins, asking strength to bear one, and grace 
to crucify the other. 

The '* secret places of stairs "which the Septuagint 
translates ^Hhe shadow of the rocky^^ simply mean 
"steep mountain, passes, or precipices, which can 
only be ascended by stairs or steps. " 

And what can these steep places be but Christy 
the high rock of His Church's salvation ? He is 

1. Exod. xzxiii. 22. 2. Rom. viii. 1. 3. Heb. vii. 25. 

4. Isaiah xxxii. 2. 
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wAelUtfXif and ins nearest £aeiid» had coadncfead 
thfnwgl vcg noal baad|T tewds hhn, m wilirMinilj 
wefe tfaer set agvnst Him. Yd be lesobeft Id be 
mleat. He wiD not spak ksl he abonU nmnmmr 
and dierebT sn. '^ IwrnsdMrni,^"* Bnlwdiefe 
» tone fior silence so ako a timetDsped^ and tell 
c^tliegoodnewof die Lord in die land cftlie filing. 
Jesus caDs to his saints — ^Let me hear thy 

nviii 10— U. t Luke xt. 24. X Ptala *«^^ a 
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voice.'' Speak of^ and for^ and to Christ ^* Out 
of the abtindance of the hearty the mouth speaketh." 
** That which is uppermost in man's thoughts is 
always at the tip of his tongue/' As Andrew told 
Phillip, ^'I have found the Messiah"' — as Moses told 
Hobab, ** We are journeying to the place,"^ so Christ 
wouM have Believers tdl their neighbours and ac- 
quaiiitances of the glory of His Kingdom : and the 
fulness of His salvation: and the efficacy c^ His 
blood: and the sufficiency of His grace: and His 
sore and certam coming again to receive His pec^le 
tor Himself and restore all things. 

Speak for Christ — It is as true now as when Paul 
dwdh in the hired house at Rome, that Christ in his 
doctrines is « a sect everywhere spoken against,"* 
We are therefore to speak for Him and not be 
ashamed of His reproach 

Though we can serve Him only most unworthily, 
yet still let it be boldly. Let us bear our testimony 
for Him both in pure doctrine and consistent and 
holy walk. Above all Christ would have his Church 
speak to him. 

If you are to i^>eak of, and for, you must get 
grace and power to do so from Jesus. For this you 
most ade and speak to Him. Let Him hear your 
voice therefore betimes. 

In secret prayer, in family prayer, in social prayer, 

1. J*o.L40. 2. Nun. X. 29. a. Acts xxtHL 22. 
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and in die poUic suBanlkij, Christ loves to hear his 
people speak to him. He enoonrages them^ saying, 

^ sweet is div Toice." 

it 

We are tcdd^ "* thej that feared die Lord spake 
often one to anodier, Ac" And c^ what did they 
speak? Ofdie consolation of Israel, of die exceOency 
c^ Christ, and his work and grace. And how sweet, 
how accqxtaUe their voices were! "the Ijo/rd 
hearkened, Sfc Sfc 

But the voice of the Church is most sweet when 
it speaks to Christ The voice of prayer, diou^ 
uttered in broken accents, is like music in His ears. 
He loves to hear it Nodiing is so delightftil to 
Him. So also is die voice of praise and dianks- 
giving. It pleases die Lord better dian ^^an ox or a 
bullock that has horns and hoofe," {u e. than bodfly 
and material sacrifices and offerings). 



15. Take us the foxes, the UttlefbxeSy that spoil the 
vines : for our vines have tender grapes. 

The Lord here bids His Church take "the little 
foxeSf* " the secret faults, and besetting sins," 
which, " through the infection of nature do remain, 
even in diem that are regenerate,"^ 

Those " dead flies "* which cause the oint- 

1. MaL iii. 16. 2. ix. Article 3. Eec. x. 1. 
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ment to send forth an unsavory smell, corres- 
pond to the "Utile foxes^ which so often eat and 
destroy the tender ftiiit of many a promising vine in 
Christ's garden, which is His Church. " Little " 
as they are, they have a power to weaken, even to 
destroy for awhile the peace and fruitfulness of the 
Christiaa's character and usefulness. They are all 
the more difficult to see and take, both because 
they are crafty like the " fox," and being " little'' 
are not thought likely to do much harm or 
damage. They are not " sins " in the strict sense 
of the word : for if so, they could not be called 
** little.^' No sin can be little in God's sight, because 
sin is the " transgression of the law."^ 

But there may be, and there are little infir- 
mities, little inconsistencies, little deficiencies of 
character ; which, like " little foxes " secretly con- 
sume the ripening, but " tender '* grapes — those 
fruits of righteousness which are to the praise and 
glory of God. 

The " power of littles," either to mar or increase 
the beauty of Holiness, to "sweeten daily life, or be a 
perpetual source of discomfort and annoyance cannot 
be over-rated." 

The Lord despises neither the day of " small 
things," nor is unobservant of " little fozes^^ which 
if not taken as " little ^^ soon will over-run the vine- 

1. Jno. i. 3 — 4. 
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yard, and by craft and subtelty destroy the finit both 
by gnawing the bark off the branches and deTonring 
the tender grapes. 

"^ What are the '' Utile foxes ' ' which the Christiaa 
of the present day need watch for, that he may 
" take?'' What crafty « KtOe foxes " destroying 
the fruits of grace — '^ gentleness, meekness, and 
patience," are the daUy everyHky Kttle c««8 <rf 
life I The loss of some small comforts that we aie 
accustomed to, the vexations and annoyances which 
the thoughtlessness of a friend, or the blundering of 
a servant, or the forgetftilness of some one upon 
whom we are depending, how provoking are these 
** little/' things to the disturbing of that '^ quiet 
spirit " which is so characteristic of the gospel^ and 
and in " God's sight of so great a price I " These 
things '^ little " and contemptible as they really are, 
how often do they excite the angry feelings and pro- 
voke us to speak " unadvisedly with our Kps ! " 
How do they deaden the soul to prayer, distract the 
thoughts, and create a restless, dissatisfied spirit ! 
Concerning these Jesus says — *' Take us the foxes, 
the little foxes, that spoil the tender grapes.*' 

So again, like *^ little foxes,'' we see and feel how 
injurious to our own and others' spiritual prosperity, 
is that evil habit of " procrastination," which is so 
akin to "idleness;'* that "quiet and dull fritter- 
ing away of time," " unprofitable small talk, idle 
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readings vain, profitless sauntering and visit- 
ing about from house to house;" which not only 
negative the apostolic injunction " redeem the time," 
bat mxcourages such a weak and unenergetic frame 
(^ mind, which either luxuriates in doing nothing 
that is worth doing, or produces a restless insatiable 
<:raving after religious excitement, which can only 
be gratified at the expence of all sober, practical, 
godliness. 

So again, what a tribe of ^^ little foxes^ are 
thoughtlessness, self-pleasing, little debts, careless 
expenditure, extravagant dressing, sulky temper, 
finappish voice and gruff manners, sneering looks, 
carping words, constant fault-finding and deprecia- 
tion of other's impatience, refusal to bear with 
other's peculiarities, readiness to take offence, critical 
&ult-finding censoriousness, (which certainly makes 
persons most unamiable), and the ill-natured habit 
of making a jest of a neighbour's failings: — ^these and 
many others which time would fail to enumerate^ 
are so many little, sly, "foxes," which weaken the 
Christian Ufe, eat out Christian consistency, destroy 
and devour the " tender grapea^* and so rob Christ 
of that fruit of holy love, which are well- pleasing to 
the Father through HiuL Therefore He charges 
you, professing Church of God, " take these foxes," 
these " liUle foxesJ* Take them while little — ^take 
them in their beginnings. If you do not thrust 



228 SONG OF SOLOMON. 

back their heads, (the first suggestions of evil), they 
will imperceptibly make their way with their whole 
body into the most secret recesses of your "heart." 

'* If you desire safety, you must resist tanptation 

.n the bud, (i. e. take the fox while " littleJ') If yoa 

suffer the bud to blow and blossom, it will grow, 

till it bear fruit more bitter than the fruit of Sodom." 



1 6. Mif belovett is mine, and lam his, hefeedeth among 

ike lilies. 

Saint Paul, addressing the Church of Gtxl at 
Corinth, and enumerating their high and lofty privi- 
leges, that all things were theirs, whether apostles, 
ministers, the world, life, death, things present or 
things to come, reaches the climax in these exalted 
words :— " Ye are Chrisfs/' and " Christ is Qod/*^ 

So the Church here : — ^^ lam my Beloved's, and 
my Beloved is miner 

^^Mine^'hy the gift of the Father ;^ my purchase ; 
mine by actual and real possession. "/ am His^^ — by 
the gift of the Father in the eternal covenant of 
grace : by actual purchase ; by occupation through 
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. " He feedeth 
among the lilies^^ t. e, among His Churches which 
are His gardens, which are filled with Believing 
souls, which in His sight are as lilies ! 

]. I. Cor. iii. 22—23. 1. Jno. x. 29. 
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Christ and His Church have mutual interest in 
each other. *' My beloved is mirte, and I am His J** 

Notice the (Ij grounds of this fellowship : (II) the 
nature of it : (III) the results of it 

(I.) The grounds of this holy fellowship : — ^* My 
Beloved is mineJ* So David, " Thuu art my Ood/* 
and Thomas ^* My Lord my OodJ* 

The Church first asserts her interest in Christ, 
and then His interest in her. Christ thus manifests 
His love to the sinner's soul. He gives Himself to 
ns first, and thus constrains us to give up ourselves' 
to Him. But how can the Church say of Christ, " My 
beloved is mine/* He is so by the gift of the Father. 

Christ calls himself, " the gift of God.*' ^ Every 
good and perfect gift is fix>m the Father of lights, 
but Christ is the greatest, choicest gift — ^' the gift '» 
by way of eminence ; the best, the most compre- 
hensive gift which includes all others in it. He that 
gives the lesser, will assuredly also give the greater. 
"He that spared not His own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall He not with him also freely 
give us all things ?"' 

" Thanks be to Ood for His unspeakable gift** 

Again, He is *' mine " salth the Church, by His 
own gift. " He gave Himself, (says Paul to the 
Ephesians), for the Church.'** 

1. John iii. 16. 2. John iv. 10. 3. Rom. viil 

4. Eph. V. 2^. 
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And again, ^ ^'who gave Himself for onr ainsthat 
He might deliver us from this present evil wotW.* 

And again, '^ / lay doton my life fir Ike 
eheep.^'^ " No man taketh it from me.^' ** I liavo 
power to lay it down, and power to take it up agam." 

Again, *^ He is mine^* saith the Chnrdi bj actual 
possession. That which a man is possessed of, we 
may certainly call our own. The soul that isr conscious 
of ail interest in Jesus' salvation, having obtdncd 
forgiveness and acceptance with God the Fath^^- 
assuredly knows and feels this. 

It can say with no unmeamng assuraMe, 
" My Beloved is mine.*' " Christ loved me, 
and died for me." « O God. thou art my God." It 
is a very easy matter to point the finger of scorn at 
such " pretensions,^ and ridicule them as the oBh 
springs of spiritual pride and incurable presumption. 

But if they are pret^isions, who would not be 
a pretender with the sublime Psalmist, and the 
martyred Apostle Paul ? 

" I am Hisr—'' His'* by the gift of G^ to 
Father. ^^ He that gives Christ to us, also gives tlis 
to Christ" 

" Thine they were," (said Jesus in that memorable 
prayer, just before his decease at Jerusalem), aind 
thou gavest them me." 

And again,* "flbZy Father keep thnmghi^ S^e. 

1. Gal. i. 4. 2. John x. 15. 3. John ztH. 11. 
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Look at the fulness and certainty of these words 
of Jesus I Here is hope and strong consolation for 
those that have fled to Him for retiige. Christ 
speaks of His believing people as the precious gift of 
God. 

** Thou gayest them to me," out of Tlune own 
most rich, and free, and unmerited love I" 

** They are my flock." — " I lay down my life 
for them." " They shall hear my voice, and I will 
guide them all to glory." 

'* They are my bride whom I must clothe in the 
garments of righteousness, whose debts I must 
cancel, and for whom I must and will provide." 

They are my subjects, *^ made willing in the day 
of my power," in whom, and over whom, I must 
reign. I have made them kings and priests unto 
Grod, and they shall reign with me for [ever and 
ever I " 

Beloved, can you realise these blessed truths? 
They are truths revealed by Jesus himself Oh 
that we each knew them experimentally, and did 
live upon them day by day I 

Ah I if we did really believe these glorious truths 
and realise our standing, calling and profession, how 
insignificant every thing would appear in comparison 
with our souls' high privileges, and noble destinies I 

How calmly should we endure all things, seeing 
Him who is invisible ; knowing that our life is hid 
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with Him^ and that when he shall appear, we shall 
be like Him and behold His glorj !^ 

Again, as we are His bj actual gift finom the 
Father, so are we His bj actual purchase cm His 
part. Salvation through Christ is fireelj offered 
without money and without price. Bat it was 
purchased at a priceless cost. He bought us with 
His own blood. He gave His own life a ransom for 
ours. 

Furthermore Believers are His by their own 
surrender of themselves to Him. All that come to 
Him are drawn by the Spirit who makes them 
** willing in the day of His power." Yet they are 
so drawn and influenced by the Spirit as to make a 
voluntary surrender of themselves to Jesus. " One 
shall sat/y I am the Lord's : and another shaU call 
himself by the name of Jacob ; and another shall 
subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname 
himself by the Ood of Israel."^ 

This in New Testament language is called 
giving themselves to the Lord. Such are the 
grounds of fellowship between the Believer and 
Christ 

(II) Look at the nature of it — ^* My Beloved is 
mine, and I am His'' How close is the union 
between Christ and His Church. They are one. 

This union is personal, ^^ I in them." ^^ Because 

1. I. Jno. iii. 1 — 8. 2. Is. xliv. 5. 
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I live^ ye shaU live also." When Saul persecuted 
the Church at Jerusalem and Damascus, see how 
Christ identifies Himself with it^'^ / am Jesus 
u>kom thou persecutes^* 

He puts Himself for the Church as the husband 
would for his wife. If the wife be injured or in- 
sulted the husband feels the injury or insult as done 
to Himself. 

** Know ye not, ^Tc"* — *^ We are members of His 
body, of His flesh, and of His bones." 

Thisunionisreal! Heistheyine,wethebranches! 
As the branch receives life by the sap which flows 
through the whole tree from the trunk and root of 
the tree, so the Church and everv Believer has 
Hfe by union with Christ. The moment that union 
ceases that same moment spiritual life decays and 
perishes. 

If a man abide not in Jesus, as a branch does in 
the vine, he is cast forth and is withered and fit only 
to be burned. 

So long as there is life in the head, there is life in 
all the members of the body. 

This tmion is mysterious. The Unity in Trinity, 
and the Trinity in Unity, is without controversy, a 
great mystery. 

Next after this comes the union of Christ and 
Believers which Saint Paul having spoken of,^ says 

1. Cor. vi. 15. 2. Eph. ▼• 32. 
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B« vfai B ^ boDd of Att mmon? 
Ontf'fi '^ e ttalMiiig kvve "— «" I haTO laved tliee 
Wdi an g mlaili^ g loi^ and widi loving Idndness 
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ThbBJCTer, is the Hcavenhr cement which knits 
doBttr and ac c uwdv Chnst and his redeemed 
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WbM w it dnt knit David and JoDathan and 
thtt as if Act had heen but one soul? 
Tlieir kyred each oAer as their own souls. Their 
kyve is bat a tda^ tvpe of Chiisf s fiar his GhnrcL 

Who cm s e tMMlc the Bdiever firom the love of 
Cfazkt?* VChiist be joor's, then it follows that all 
diat Cbzist hath, is yoor 8 also. All His perfections 
and attributes are Toiir*s — L e. you have the benefit 
and the comfiurt of them. Tie j are all ^^aged in 
jonr bdalf in bringing joa to glory. 

Is He Afan^ty? Thai "^ He is aUe to keep 
y<m frcm faUmg^ and present ycufauUless before 
the tinme of God.'' 

Is He Omnipresent? Then yon can enjoy His 
presence at all times^ and in all places. He is 
always at yonr ri^it hand, and if yon set Him 

Jer. zzzL 3. 3. Bom. ▼iii 35, 39. 3. Jude, verse 24. 
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alway before jon and realise His coidtant presence, 
(^^ thou Lord seest me,'') yon shall n^ver be moved. 

Is He Omniscient? Then He knows all yont 
wants, and fears, and donbts, and trials, and enemies. 
He is the comforter ^^ who can give songs in the 
night" 

: ^Is He the same yesterday ^ to-nlay, and far ever f " 
tben yon need not fear any alteration of His love, or 
change of affection. 

All that He has is your's. In Him all folness 
dwells, and from Him all folness of blessii^^ and 
pardon, and ^peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, comes 
forth. His precious blood is your's to cleanse and 
atone for your guilt His perfect righteousness is 
your's to justify you before the Holy God, and an as*- 
sembled universe of men and angels. His kingdom 
of glory, the tree of life, the hidden manna, the 
white stone, and in it the new name written — the 
raiment af fine linen dean and white: the orown 
of life: and the harps of Ood: the throne of 
Christ: and an everlasting home in Ood*s house; 
these and more than these which the ear of man 
hath never heard of, and upon which the eye of 
flesh could not gasse, all these are yotur's if ye are 
Christ's, for Christ is God. Believest thou these 
things? Then live accordingly. " You cannot feel 
(do you say) so sure !" Why not ? Is it because 
you want to do **some great thing," to recom- 
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Set this continually before you : is it consistent 
with my oneness with Christ? Shall I promote 
hereby His glory? You are not Satan% Christ 
has delivered you out of his hands. Obey not then 
Sato's temptation)^ Resist his motions to eviL You 
are not the world's. The world hateis Christ — ^it 
crucified Him^ and in reality sets Him at defiance 
atid tramples His blood beneath its feet Love not 
the world therefore. Serve it not, for Christ has 
chosen you out of it to be a peculiar people, for 
His own glory. 



17. Until the dag breaks ajtd the shadows Jlee awagy 

turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a 

ffoung hart upon the mountains qf Bether, 

It does not appear, at first sight, whether these 
words sttod connected with the former verse. Some 
think they are, and would read them thus: ^^ My 
Beloved is mine, and I am his, until the day break, 
and the shadows flee atoay,^* 

Thus, the sense of the whole passage would 
amount to this : ''as long as day and night continue, 
and God's covenant stands sure, so long my covenant 
interest in, and union to Christ (who is my Beloved) 
will abide tmshaken. I can no more be separated 
from His love than day and night cease." 

But according to our version it is evident from 




TbsR jR 3IDB tbn wbn die Cknii ixda dK 
jriiiwm Tjiiirf, aodii on— iowb of His 



beaois&rai pcajrer shL caiGn^ iqpfai God. 

We dBooL ipoiL jod bar oCfaeB tgaii of die 
U&gaf Gac&oHiittBBKe s f k woeHk ddjg^ 
to &axai ffis peopfe Sid make ao aetere a trial of 
diexr £sdi,diat dior ▼cfj'Efe liiyawncK aboiden to 
tiKm* 

Bat in most cases (I saij not all) is there not a 
caofle, some ^ aecrei sin," and dqpartoie firom Grod 
on oar own port fizst which leads to His firom us, 

I. Pf, Iz. L 2. Pf. fadz. 16. t. Vb. Izzxri 1ft. 
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as it is written,^ ** thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee?" 

But what encouragement is there for prayer I 
** Turn again Lord and forsake me notuUerly.^^ 

Mourn and pray for His return. Plead Efis own 
promises. Remember that sooner may Heaven and 
earth pass away, than the promises of God in Christ 
Jesus, fidl to be fulfilled to the last jot and tittle. 

If you are of the number of Christ's flock and 
know His voice and follow Him, He will not forsake 
you utterly, neither turn aside for ever. David was 
forsaken, but not like Saul. Peter was forsaken, 
but not as Judas. 

The Church in our text is forsaken, but not 
utterly, for she tells us * that though she wandered 
about the ** streets and in the broadways," (seeking 
her Beloved), ** it was but a little," and she found 
Him whom her soul loved. 

^^ Be thou like unto a roe or a young hart upon 
the mountains of Bether" May thy return be as 
swift as the running of the roe and young hart ! The 
Believer is most impatient of Christ's absence. The 
*^ Mountains of Bether,^^ or more literally ** moun- 
tains of separation or division, " may refer either 
(I) to Christ's first coming in the flesh, when He 
abolished all the ceremonial law of Moses which had 
been a wall of separation between Jew and Gentile, 

1. Jer. zi 19. 2. Chap. iii. 4. 
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and in that sense mountains of division^ or (11) to 
Christ's spiritual coming to a Believer's soul, which 
until grace opens the door, is separated from Qoi 
by walls of wickedness and " moun^^^tns of Bether:^* 
or (III) to Christ's second coming when He shall 
descend with the voice of the archangel and trump 
of God, making those clouds His chariot which are 
now like mountains of division between earth and 
Heaven, and separate the Church militant on earth 
from Christ triumphant in glory. ^ 

I think we can only folly interpret the text, and 
adopt its language as our own in the last sense — 
that second glorious appearing and coming of the 
Lord to perfect the redemption of His people: to 
receive to Himself His own kingdom^ and execute 
the judgement committed into His hands by His 
Father.2 

It is to this glorious event for which the Church 
has so long prayed ^^ Oome Lord Jesus, come quick' 
/^."^ The Church now may take up the language 
of this text, as the Church of old did^ in reference 
to Christ's first coming, and say— *'^ Until the day 
break" 8fc 

Can we each take up this language before pur 
Lord and Master and use it with the fervent sincerity 
of the faithful in the text ? 

What do we think of Christ ? Is He our Beloved? 

1. Thes. iv. 16. 2. Jno. v. 22. 8. Rev. xziL 20. 
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Have we found Him to be the pearl of great price? 
the balm of Gilead for the wounded conscience? 
the good Samaritan^ who^ finding us among thieves^ 
stripped and bruised^ and wounded^ bound up our 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and provided for 
our future sustenance ? 

Can we say of Him ^'this is my Beloved, and 
this is mj Friend ? " Then like the Church in the 
testy we may indeed pray ^^ UntU the day break, ^c^^ 

Let Gk)d's dear children then take up this prayer, 
especially in a day when holy men, and men skilled 
in prophecies of Scripture, and watching the signs 
of the times think the coming of our Lord very nigh. 

Oh I should not the children of God long and 
pray for that coming ? 

Is not the Lord as welcome as He is dear to His 
Church? 

Crushed and bleeding humanity, groaning under 
the sufferings of ten thousand wrongs, cries out 
"Return Lord, haw langV 

The earth, weary With its burdens of sin and sor- 
row groans for redemption, "Betum Lord, how 
Umar 

The Church, weary of its struggles and sorrows, 
and sins, re-echos the cry, " Come Lord Jesus ! " 



CHAPTER liL 

1. By night on my bed J sought him tohom my soui 

loveth : I sought him, but I found him not. 

2. I win ri^wmt <iind go ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ sireett, 

and in the broad ways I mil seek him tohom 
my soul loveth : I sought him, but I 
found him not, 

3. The watchmen that go about the city found me : to 
whom I said. Saw ye him whom my soul loveth ? 

4. It was but a little that I passed from them, but I 

found him whom my soul loveth ? 

Of all troubles, soul troubles are the heaviest to 
bear. Griefs of the body and for the things of the 
body are indeed heavy to endure without muimuring 
or complaining. ^^ But a wounded spirit who . can 
bear ? " For a soul which hath found Christ exceed- 
ing precious — ^hath rejoiced in His fall salvation, 
^^ hath sat under His shadow with great delight," 
hath realised the assurance of a personal union with 
Christ" — " My beloved is mine and lam His.** — 
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for such a soul to loose sight of Christ so as ix) 
seem forsaken and deserted of Hun, this is indeed a 
trouble and a calamity, such as needs very great 
&ith and very strong consolation to bear up tmder, 
lest being swallowed up with over-much trouble it 
should &11 into despair and the snare of the deviL 

Now here we have the case of a Believer in deep 
spiritual trouble. How interestmg and instructive to 
see how such an one is lead and taught in the school 
of Christ I Let us observe it diligently. The *' night^ 
spoken of, is evidently not the natural night, but that 
of a spiritual darkness, and the result too of sloth and 
lukewarmness. 

It is evident from the place and posture of the 
soul that it was like the sluggard in Proverbs, 
stretching itself on a *^ bed of sloth."* It is clear 
that it was a spiritual night to the soul, and that 
because Christ was absent^ *^ I sought himy but found 
him notr As Christ's presence is day to the 
Believer's soul, so His absence brings thick dark- 
ness and night around it Observe too here how very 
unsafe and incorrect a judgment you form either of 
your own spiritual state before GKxi or that of others 
if you judge yourself or them by your ever varying 
frames and feelings. It was but a little before this 
that the Church was enjojdng the conscious presence 
of Christ,^ yet here we find her bewailing Christ's 

I. ProT. vi. 9. 2. Song of Solomon, iii 3 — ^9, 10. 
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departure. He was so far awaj^ that though she 
sought Him, she could not find Him I As your 
salvation Believers is not of yonrselves^ but alto- 
gether from first to last the free gift of Gbd in 
Jesns Christ, so also remember yon do not, cannot 
keep yourselves, but He keeps you fidthftd unto 
the end, so that the real grounds for comfiirt and 
joy, though in a great measure affected by the 
diligent and holy way you walk with Christ, depends 
not upon your changing fi*ames and feelings, but 
on the unchanging and tmchangeable love of Gfaiist, 
** who having loved His owti who are in the woiild, 
loveth them unto the end."* 

Does this meet the eye of any sin-boideoed soid^ 
Does the eye of one of God's children who is trooUed 
in soul read these words? — come my afflicted brodier 
or sister let us reason together. Ton once knew 
the jo}^ sounds and tasted the tiding of nhra- 
tion. You entered into God's house with Rjoicii^ 
and came into His presoioe with ^adness of hent 
Jesns was pcecioas to you and His prowa i ee was 
realbed by you. Bat now it is odterwise. Ton 
have lost your peace and joy in bdieving — InEt the 
tiobms of Christy's feve the cry of your sooly is dat 
of JobV— <*0 Aai I imew aAerv I migii jad 
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but I cannot perceive htm : On the left hand, where 
he doth worky but I cannot behold him : he hideth 
himself on the right hand, that I cannot see himJ*^ 

Now be instructed by the instance before us here. 
Possibly your case may be as bad or even worse than 
this. Christ and His presence and favours have 
departed from you. What a token of God's grace 
and favour is it that you are sensible of this ! Samson 
"for a long while wist not that the Lord had 
departed frt)m him."^ What then becomes you at 
such a season? Have you grown lukewarm and 
slothful? Have you only sought for recovery of 
your peace in Jesus " by night on your bed ? " No 
marvel then ifyon did not find Him. Surely it would 

We been . W *i^ if ^^ ^^ 7™ 
had found! Be instructed by the conduct of the 

Church here (2nd verse). This was a good reso- 

lution. It proves the existence of true grace in 

the soul. 

Here we see another important truth, that it is im- 
possible, not only for a true Believer to dissemble a 
good or ill condition, but likewise impossible for him 
to be happy when He discovers that there is any 
distance between his soul and Christ 

^* 1 will riscy^ &c. — A soul seeking Christ, seeks 
him in right good earnest ^^ I will go about the 
cityJ*^ The city is figuratively put for the Church 

I. Judges xvi. 20. 
U 
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of Qoi on earth and the ^^ rtreete and broad ways of 
Ae dtj," {Jainlj rignify the gospd ordinanoes (rf 
His Church; those ^^ windows and lattices" iiuoogh 
which Ghrist shews himself; about which he waOcs, 
and in which he meets his people to bless them and 
to feed diem. Note this especiall j^ how diligent and 
exquisitely particular was this search after CSnist 
It was no careless sapeifidal search^ bat a real 
earnest pursuit No Irouble was too great, no pains 
excessive, no reproach worthy of consideratitai, in 
seeking for lost Jesus. The soul seeks Him *' all 
about the city,** not only in a general way but in 
particular parts of it," ** in the streets and broad- 
ways ;" in the aj^roved and pubUc ordinances, and 
ministries in which Christ hath always promised t» 
be found of them that diligently seek Him. Yet 
Christ is pleased to try his people's fiuth, so that 
patience may have its perfect wort ** / 9^U 
hiniy but found him noV^ Is this your case dear 
reader? Wouldest thou see Jesus? Hast thou 
sought Him so diligently, so faitlifiilly, so earnestly^ 
and yet afiber all failed in thy search ? Disaj^inted 
and wearied hast thou been taught thus in Christ's 
school, that even means tiiemselves tlie most amplie, 
public and private, secret said social, the Word and 
the sacraments, though used most diligently and 
perseveringly, must not be rested in. Tliese cannot 
reveal Christ to us unless He be pleased to reveal 
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Himself. ^^ When He hideth His &ce who then 
can behold Him P^"^ 

Most uaeM and blessed teaching! '^In keeping 
Christ^a oommandmenta there is great reward;" 
in ^^ watching daily at His gates and waiting at the 
door^posta of His Honse^^ there is found a blessing 
and favour in the sight c£ the Lord. 

Thus are we taught by this seeking soul. Though 
disappointed in its search all through .the « ctVy," yet 
not cast down or giying up in despair^ it is at last 
^^fmnd ly (he teaiehmen that ga about the dfy.^^ 

A ^ vfotohman ^' is used in Holy Scriptures to 
signify Qod's minifltera^ whose duty is to give heed 
(u 0. toalc^) to themselves and their doctrine : to be in 
^'season and out of season/' watohii^ for souls* When 
thus gdng about the ^^ city/' (i. 0^ doing thejr proper 
work of *^ winning souls to Christy" and watching 
against error and damnable hereaies, and warning 
their flocks agabistthem^) it is that they often *^find " 
wanderers like the one in the text, who are seeking 
aiVer Jesus and desinng to find. Him. 

** The Wat^hmm found me." — Ah I the day of 
the Lord only will reveal it — ^how many a weary 
sool^ and thou^tless soul> and back'^ding soul, 
has been found by us ministers when preaching the 
Word of Grace I It is indeed one of the highest 
mysteries, one that humbles the creature into the 

1. Job xxxiv. 29. 
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dust and exalts the sovereign majesty and love of 
God to the highest pinnacle of glory, that ** by the 
foolishness of preaching," souls are continually being 
found, and led into the knowledge of the love of 
God in Jesus Christ. Yes I one of the greatest 
proofs that faith is the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ, by the operation of the eternal Spirit, is this 
glorious fact — ^^ that we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels."^ 

At the same time, you observe that the Believer 
does not despise the '' earthen vessels," but very 
highly esteems them ^^in love for their office sake. 
So the seeking soul here. Having been ^* found " 
by the Ministers of the Word ; some suitable mes- 
sage having been sent from God by these " Waich" 
meriy* she seeks them out, and inquires more parti- 
cularly in private concerning Him-— even Christ — 
for whose presence she inquires. And this reminds 
both Ministers and their flocks that Christ and his 
grace are the only fitting subjects for discourse in 
private interviews between ministers and the indi- 
vidual members of their flocks. Not for confession, 
still less for absolution, do you come to ministers. 
To Christ alone confess your sins, because he alone 
hath power to forgive your sins, and bestow abso- 
lution upon you. Be content to inquire from His 
Watchmen, ** Saw ye Him wham my sotd hveth ?" 

1. TI. Cor. iv. 7. ?. I. Thes. v. 13. 



CHAPTER ItL 249 

Observe, ** Christ is not far from His ministers and 
ordinances of His Church. He has promised to be 
¥dth them "even mito the end of the world. "^ So 
bere we find the seeking soul realising the pro- 
mifle, " It was but a little that I passed &om them, 
I found Him whom my soul loveth." Thus, doubt- 
less, many of His dear people have found Him^ 
seeking Him through ordinances of His Church, 
looking not to them as the end^ but through them, 
and over them, and beyond them to Christ A 
word in season was spoken, to the convincing and 
refreshing of your soul. Like apples of gold, in 
pictures of silver, was the ministry of the Word. 
You left God*s House in joy — ^^ I have found him 
whom my soul loveth** 

Has it indeed been thus with you, reader ? Oh I 
then, while you bless God from your innermost soul, 
for His grace and mercy, never, never despise 
means. Never, never be above ministers and ordi- 
nances. The soul here who lost the "joy of salva- 
tion," found Jesus while coming from the Watch- 
men. Neither despise the ministers' Master and 
Lord, by putting them in His place. Remember, 
I beseech, as you love your souls, and would have 
them fed " with the finest of the wheat," that while 
Paul "plants," there also needs an "Apollos" to 
water. But neither Paul is anything, nor ApoUos 

1. Mat xzviiL 20. 
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anythmgy but (Sod akne, wbo giredi the increaseL^ 
Reader^ hast thou ever found Christ to be pire- 
dons? Hath Qirist found jaa hj his Waidi- 
men? Depend upon this^ joa will^ moone dian onoey 
in your earthly pftlgrimage, lose si^t of Jesos, and, 
in the bitterness of yoor sool exclaim, ^ I son^it 
him, but found him nof 

He may withdraw Himself because of your Inke- 
warm, and anmaimerly behaviour. He may hide 
himself to try yoor £sdth. Or some dond of sin or 
mibelief on your own part may interpose betwe^i 
Him and yourself so that you cannot see His £ace. 
Therefore, I charge you solenmly, beware oa yoor 
own part of driving Christ from you. Be watchful 
against this, by any provocation on your part Be- 
ware of sloth and idleness in Spiritual employments, 
or weariness in Spiritual exercises. Beware of be- 
setting sins of temper and disposition. Beware of 
shrinking from the daily bearing of the Cross. 
Mortify those sins which grieve away Christ's Spirit, 
and so provoke Him to hide His face for a season. Yet, 
notwithstanding all your watchfrd care, should your 
soul for a season be in darkness, remember, I be- 
seech you, where and how to seek Him who is the 
Light In these verses you have directions and en- 
couragements which will help you in the darkest night 
It is vain, you well know, to seek Christ in a 

1. I. Cor. iii. 7. 
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gay and thoughtless world ** He is not all their 
thoughts.^^ Ask them if Christ is with them in 
their follies and gaieties, in which they find 
their comfort; and they will smile at your sim- 
plicity, and ridicule your anxiety. It is equally 
vain to seek Him in the books of the learned. Page 
after page you may turn over but never find His 
nama Never, never will you find Him, till, like 
the soul in this passage of Scripture, you seek Him 
in His appointed ways — ^in His Church, in His 
Word, in His ordinances and sacraments. 

** In aU times of your tribulation,** my prayer is 
that you may find Jesus ! Should sudden calamity 
or heartrendmg visitation, or sickness, or poverty, 
or spiritual darkness, overshadow you, may you 
have grace and strength to be still leaning upon 
Jesus I 

Sooner or later you must enter on that night, 
— ^the black and solenm night of Death. Whether 
your sun shall go down in the midst of your days, 
or you remain to old age, and then slowly sink into 
the grave, I know not This I know. Reader, you 
and myself wiU enter on that night of darkness 
unless our Lord first come in glory — sooner or later. 

Would you have ** light " in your '* dwelling," 
then? 

Would you die in peace, with the dawn of the 
everlasting morning shining upon your spirit ? 
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Would you, then, rqfoice in Christ, rather than 
have to seek Him ? 

Oh ! then, now, while it is called to-day, seek 
Him ! 

^^Rise notOy' and go about the City ; peradven- 
ture he will show himself. 

And then shall you have a song in the night, and 
gladness instead of weeping, " My flesh and my 
heart faileth me, but God is the stren£cth of my 

Blessed be Gxxl ! a '^ good time is coming," a time 
of which it hath been said, there shall be ** no night 
there.'** 

None there shall seek Jesus. None shall inquire 
of the Watchmen concerning Hinu 

All shall see Him, and behold His face in glory ! 

All shall look upon the Lamb that was slain ! ! 

Sighs and groans, weepings and frettings, shaU 
be hushed, then, for ever ! ! 1 

And those '* songs in the night," which ye had 
been wont to sing on earth, shall be then changed for 
anew song — ^^^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.'* — 

Where no shadows shall bewilder. 

Where life's vain parade is o'er, 
Where the ohain of sin is broken, 

And the dreamer dreams no more : 
Where our bonds shall ne'er be severed ; 

Partings, farewells, tears, and groans ; 

1. Rev. xxi. 25. 
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Midnight waking, twilight weeping, 

Heavy noontide — all are done : 
Where a King, in Kingly glory. 

Such as earth has never known, 
Shall assume the righteous sceptre, 
Claim and wear the holy Crown- 
Brethren, we shall meet, and rest, 
'Mid the holy and the blest. 



4. I held him, and would not let him go^ until T had 
brought him into my mother's house, and into the 

chamber qf her that conceived Tne, 

5. I charge you^ ye daughters of Jerusalem, by 

the roes, and by the hinds qf the field, that 

ye stir not up, nor wake my love, 

tiM he please. 

In the amis of faith and love alone^ can the 
Charch hold &st Jesos^ and retain the joy of His 
salvation t 

Those who have found him to be precious^ will 
not be content to" let him go " without leaving, as 
in JacoVs case, a rich blessing behind him : both on 
their own account, as well also for the Churches, (the 
" mother^s housei^ the " chambers,^') wherein souls 
are, by grace, conceived, through the ministry of 
the Word, and the due administration of Christ*s 
ordinances. 

Have you found Christ — Reader ? or, rather. 
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have you been found of Him f Tlieo take Him 
home to yoor '^ house ^ Let all your dear idatitHis 
and brethren be told of his great grace and lora 
See that ye grieve Him not^ lest He dqpart 
Let all ^^ bitterness, and strife^ and evil speaking, 
and clamoar," be put away. Distorb Him not 
'^ I charge you^ O ye daughters of Jemsal^n, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye star 
not up, nor wake my lov^, tiU he please.'* 



6. Who ia this that cotneth out of the wUdemeu Hie 

piUar$ of imoke^ perfimed with mjfrrk mtd 

J^ankinoetue, with all powders of 

themerchani? 

God's dealings with ancient Israel were typical 
They were " the portion of the Lord and the lot 
of His inheritance ;" and so are all the souk which 
by grace are called to know and follow the Lamb of 
God. 

Israel was brought up from the ^^ hotioUng wilder^ 
neee,'^ by cloud, and pillar of fire, and miracle : so 
are the " souls of the righteous " led up fix»a the 
'^ toiUemeae " of nature into the garden of grace, 
which is the Church of Christ. 

As they ascend firom the maze of spiritual 
blindness, and the wilderness, their affections 
heavenward rise up towards God in Christ '^ lite 
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pillars of smoke P* Christ's flock do not stand stilly 
but, led by Him, their good Shejterd, continually 
are making head out of the wildemesd. Their 
progress is visible. Their prayers, and holy ser- 
vices, like "pillars of smohe^'' rise up to Jesus, and 
are ^rateftd and acceptable to Gt>d — ^being perfumed 
with sweet spices and holy incense — ^those fruits of 
the Spirit, which are, through Jesus Christ, accepta- 
ble to the Father, and well-pleasing in the sight of 
the Churches friends and companions. 

But all these " graces," are from Christ. He is 
the ^ Mer^vaniman " from far, who supplies His 
Church with the *^ aloes, myrrfi and cassia.** In 
Him only, and by His Holy Spirit are we able to 
offer sacrifices pleasing to God, of sweet-smelling 
savour. Hie larger our dealii^ with this rich 
" Merekcmtman^^ the more friagrant and plentiftd 
our stores <^ grace. His merchandise is better 
than the ^ merchandise of silver, and the gtiin 
thereof of fine gold." But the merchandise of the 
earth will come to nought, and the merchants of 
Anti-Christ be confounded, as it fe written :^ — 

" xVnd the merchants of the earl^ shall weep and 
mourn over her j for no man buyeifeh their mercham- 
dise any tiiore. The merchsmis of &ese things, 
which were made rich by her, shall stand afer off 
fi)r the fear of her tormoit, weepii^ and wailing, 

I. Rer. xvii. 11—12. 
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and sajing, Alas, alas that great city, that was 
clothed in fine linen and pnrple, and scarlet, and 
decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls !" 



7. Behold hia bed which is Solomon's ; threescore 
valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Israel, 

8. They all hold swords, being expert in war : every 
man hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear 

in the night, 

A greater than Solomon is here, and an object of 
admiration more beautiful than either his costly bed 
or his magnificent temple I-Christ's Church, wherem 
such as are appointed unto salvation ^^ are begotten ^' 
and bom again ** by the incorruptible Word,'' is the 
thing signified by this metaphorical knguage. 

It is a " 6cc?," and that of rest, where the *' weary 
and heavy laden " lie down in peace, none making 
them afraid. 

It is also well guarded More are with her than 
against her;* the Lord himself , keeps her by night 
and by day. As " the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem," so are the ministers of God and the 
holy angels set for the defence and guardianship of 
Christ's Church, and every member of His Body. 
The ministers and pastors of the flock are to prove 

1. Is. xxyii. ^2 — 3. 
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themselves valiant for the Church's defence ; being 
always ready armed with " the sword of the Spirit"^ 
With this, Christ expects them to be *' expert^^ as 
well as " valiant/* both to silence the fears of His 
people during the night of their doubts and fears, as 
well as comfort and support them. 

The angels of Grod, which " excel in power,"^ are 
the ministers of mercy, sent forth to minister^ to 
every heir of Christ's Kingdom. Their number is 
more than Solomon's three-score valiant men. 
Their name is Legion, and then: strength wonder- 
fill. By them, are His people, shielded from all 
^^ terror by nighV^ They encamp around them, 
and deliver them, and to their imseen, watchfiil 
care, are the Lord's flock continually indebted for 
their wonderfiil and hair-breadth escapes I 

Siurely the Lord's people may rest in peace and 
feel secure, knowing that around their bed and 
about their path, the angels of God are commanded 
to watch, lest they " should at any time even dash 
their feet against a stone ! " * 

How free from wasting care and anxious thoughts 
ought they to be, who are thus assured of the Lord's 
charge over them ! 

They may be assaulted, but shall not be defeated; 
distressed, but not destroyed; wounded, but not 

1 Ephes. s\. 17. 2 Psm. ciii. 20. 3 Heb. i. 14. 

4 Psm. x6i. 12.~II. Pet i. 4. 

V 
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slain ; tossed to and fro, but not entirely wrecked. 
*' In all things they shall be more than conquerors," ^ 
through the great Captain of their salvation. 



9. King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wo»d 

of Lebanon. 

10. He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom 
thereof of gold, the covering of it qfjpurple, the 

midst thereof being paved mth love for 
the daughters of Jerusalem, 

11. Go forth, ye daughters of Zion, and behold 
King Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother 

crowned him in the day of his espomals, and 
in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

Here is a description of the " covenant work of 
redemption," and the glories that shall flow ftx)m its 
Ml and final accomplishment. 

The ^^ chariot,** is that covenant of grace and 
love which the Almighty Father made with His 
well-beloved Son, on behalf of His Church, which 
He purchased with His own blood, and, in due 
time, will gather unto Himself, '^without spot or 
blemish, or any such thing." In this, as in a royal 
*^ charioty* Jesus, the Head and Lord of the cove- 
nant, doth ride, displaying the. glory of the triune 

1 Rom. viiL 37- . 
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God^ in the sovereignty and wisdom^ and fulness 
and freeness of Gospel grace and love. 

In this ^^ charioiy* too. His people are carried; 
being borne along through aU the dangers, tempta- 
tions, and difficulties of the way (as Jacob was to 
Goshen) until finaUy they are carried triumphantly 
to Glory, with an abundant entrance into the King- 
dom. 

As this ^^ chariot/* was contrived and planned 
in the eternal will and counsel of the triune Jehovah, 
we may be sure it was well built, well devised, both 
for the glory of Jehovah, as weU as the comfort of 
His Qiurch. ^^It is *^ ordered in tdl things, and 
iureJ'^'^ Jfaahadnobandin iti^oonstructiQm > 

^' King Solomon;' ie: fiitog i Je^us; tlier 'f Afigel. 
of the Great Cotiricil,*' * was tiie Author of it^ ^* He: 
made it" 

Its materials are as lasting as the "tifood;* and 
immovable as the mountains of ** Lebanon.'* The 
wood of Lebanon never decays, and the mountains 
of Lebanon abide unto this day. Even so the 
words of the covenant are sure and steadfast Its 
^^piUars are of silver /* ue. its promises, are " yea and 
amen."* Jesus will not break His Word, nor alter 
the thing that is gone out from His lips. * His cove- 
nant promises are "exceeding great and precious,'* 

1. 2 Saml. xziii 5. 2. Isaiah ix. 6. 3. II. Cor. i. 20. 

4. Psm. Izxxix. 84. 
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bebraken. 
Bb 'Siveffiie is -if ^ pmrpttT^ widdi is tiie ^ blood 

Cbniri Chatcb » arfb. Sdc one ai^e drop of 
the Fatfaer 3 wzacb against ^untM^r^ joll ever drop 
on die beads of diofle wbo ace once seated indiis 
l^onoas ^ efaanoCy" in die midat of wbidi, and on 
aD tides of it ace d^played diat ^love dt Christ 
wbich paoflcdi all nndentanding." 

Wben mob join diemaelTes to Jesos (beii^ drawn 
by die Spirit to see ffis grace, and bdiold the glory 
(A His covenant) di» is die day of ^ Hu eapcfuudsJ* 
By a mystery a[ Crrace, He is joined to them, and 
is (me widi diem, and diey widi Him. 

They go (earth ont a[ themselves, and out of die 
crowd of die world ; and dwell with joy and de- 
light on the glorious prospect which Faith sets 
before them, of that Glory which shall be revealed 
in the day when die '^ voice of the great mtdiitude, 

I. Psm. Izzxiz. Z5. 
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and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of many thunderings,^ shall be heard, saying, 
" Alleluia : for the Lord Ood omnipotent reignet\ 
Let us be glad and rqfoice, and give honour to him : 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife hath made herself readyJ*^^ 

Let him that readeth understand, and remember 
the Word of the Lord — ^^ Blessed are they which 
are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb." 

1. Rev. xix. 6 — 7. 
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1. Behold, iJum art Jar-, at imt ; AeisU, Hum art fmr; 

tkou Kail dcfWPi^* fya mUmm im iackt • i% iair is oia 

flock of goaU. ihat apaear tram wmami CHlead. 

t' Tkjf teeth are like a flack if skeep ami are eoeu tiham, 

k,^iick came up from the watkimp ; mh oTi if eoery om 

hair twins, ami mom it iarrm amumg ikem, 

^ iX^ Upte are like a Uruad qf scarleL, amd ikjf ^jfeuk is 

,\smcl^ : thy temples are Uke a piece qf powte- 

granate wHkim ikj/ lod». 

4 t V «^'^ *« lifc^ the tower qf David bmSded far aa 

^* '>^'^'>» wktrreon there hamg a tkounmd hoMers, 

all shields of augh^ men. 

A . f^i^ f¥fS^ ht>Mitts are like two yowa§ roes^ ihai are tmas, 

^'kii'k feed among the UUss. 

rt . f 'nh) fkp «Afj|f hrtmk and the shadows flee MPoy, l will 

^i mp ff » Mf» mountain of myrrk, amd to tie 

hill if frankincense. 

7. Thou art all fiir, my love; there is mo ^ot im tiee, 
Thoao who honour Christ He wUl also hommr^ 

1. Sam. ii. 30. 



CHAPTER IV. 263 

In the previous Chapter, (v. 6.) the daughters 
of Jerusalem had stood admiring the spouse of 
Christ, which is His Church. But, with true and 
becoming modesty and humiUty, she bids them 
look from her to Jesus, and behold the riches of 
His grace and the glory of His covenant 

Here the Lord honours His Church — speaking 
of her beauty and comeliness, which, though all 
His own free gift by the spirit, He delights in. 
He reminds her of these, to teach her in what she 
might glory, as well for her own encouragement 
as for the attraction of others to her company. 

He praises her in seven things — seven being a 
perfect number, and intimating the manifold nature 
and perfection of her graces. 

" Thou hast doves* eyes ; " not eagles' eyes which 
can face the sun — but the humble, gentle, modest, 
pure, inoffensive eyes of the dove 

Her "AatV," is as that of the white goats on 
mount Gilead, which, says Solomon elsewhere, 
^^are comely in their going ;^^^ which may mean 
the ^^ chaste conversation" and ^^ihe meek and 
quiet spirit " of Believers, which in the " sight of 
God are of great price."^ 

Her ^^teeih^^ are white as **«A«6p" come up 
from ^^ the washing.^ The teeth of the Church 
are faith and meditation, by which believers eat 

1. ProY. xxz. 29—31. 2. I. Pet iii. 4. 
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the word of God* as did Jeremiah — ^feed upon it 
as David ^ and Job/ — ^live upon Christ's *^ flesh and 
blood," in a spiritual, holy, and most intimate com- 
munion.* 

Her *' lips " are like a thread of scarlet, purified 
and washed in the blood of Jesus, from all imclean- 
ness. With them, the Church utters her prayers, 
and speaks the praises of Him who hath opened 
her lipSy to show forth the riches of His grace and the 
cleansing power of His blood. 

Her ^^ temples^* or " cheeks^^ are like a *^ piece 
of pomegranate, between her locks," indicating 
modesty, shamefacedness, and humiUty. 

^^ Her ^^ necky^ t.e. her faith, which is the con- 
necting part and link between the Church and Christ, 
her head — is like the tower of David, on whose walls 
hang bucklers, and spears, and swords, for battle; 
every weapon that is needed for the Church's state 
miUtant, here on earth. 

Faith obtains the trophies of the Church's vic- 
tories. They are all ^^ hung upP and mentioned in 
most honourable terms in the 11th Chapter of St 
Paul to the Hebrews. 

The ministry of the Word, and the due celebra- 
tion of the sacraments, are the " two breasts " of 
the Church, by which the ^* sincere milk of the 

1. Jer. XV. 16. 2. Ps. cxix. 103. 

3. Job xxiii. 12. 4. John vi. 56. 
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Word," and consolations of the Gospel are given to 
them who like *^ young fawns^' in simplicity and 
child-like faith, ^^ feed among the lilies :" those pre- 
cious doctrines, promises, exhortations and Church 
ordinances, wherein Christ feeds the sheep of His 
pasture. 

Thus comely and beautiful in Christ's sight are 
His dear people. It passes our comprehension that 
creatures so vile and base, can possibly be pleasing 
in the sight of Jesus. But so it is. If " found in 
him," and clothed in the rich garments of His 
righteousness — all Believers are *^fair^ — there is 
^^ spot " in them. 

But who that knows himself — ^his blindness, igno- 
rance, pride, and naughtiness of heart ; even when 
assured of all this — does not *^ rejoice with trem- 
bling?"! 

Who does not long for the " mountains of spices," 
and the dawn of that " everlasting day^* when all 
shadows shall ^^ flee away ;" when our eyes shall be- 
hold Him, and not another ; and when, in the full 
glorious light of His countenance, not a single 
blemish, or spot, or any such thing shall be found 
upon the face of the righteous ? 

1. Phil. ii. 12. 
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8. Oome with me from Lebanon^ my spawe, with me from 

Lebanon : look from the top of Amana^from the top 

ofShenir and Hermon.from the Uon8* dens, from 

the mountains of the leopards- 

The monntaiiis here mentioned were situated in 
different parts — ^mostly to the north ^'of the land 
of Israel. 

Lebanon is well known for its cedar trees. 
Amana was a mountain which divided Cilida £rom 
Syria ; the river which here took its name is 
'mentioned.^ Shenir and Hermon were one and 
the same momitains called by different names.* 
' AU these imght tecaUdd ^tidfui' d^ns, 8fCy' not 
only because they were inhabited by these animals^ 
but also by robbers and cruel, ferocious savages. 

What does Christ intend in thus calling His 
Church from the midst of these mountains and 
** dens of lions ? " 

Generally, this represents the calling of Christ's 
Church from all comers and quarters of the world. 
But, in particular, it describes the calling of par- 
ticular members of that Church; setting forth by 
the figures employed, the condition and nature of 
those who are brought nigh to Jesus, and by Him 
called to a saving knowledge of His salvation. 

1. II. Kings v. 12 2. Deut iiL 9. 
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Notice (I.) the title Christ here gives His Church 
— ^^my spouse,' This is the first time we meet 
with this name. He uses it to set forth the close 
union that exists between Himself and His people. 

What can be more expressive of Christ's love and 
imion with His Church than the figure employed. 

" This is a great mystery^ hut I speak concern" 
ing Christ and His Church^*^ The same relation 
which the wife bears to her husband^ Christ does to 
His Church. As the husband conveys certain civil 
rights to the wife, so does Christ to the ChurcL 
All that he has, becomes hers, and all that the 
Church has becomes Christ's. 

His grace and glory is hers, and her sins and 
dehts are laid to him. 

He gave himself, his whole self\ all that was in 
Gk)d to acquire merits all that was in man to endure 
agony ^ shame^ and suffering. 

This, then, is the party called. 

(H.) Obs(3rve the places whence He called His 
^^ spouse^' — ^^toith me from Lebanony^ &c. 

These figures point out that the natural condition 
and disposition of those whom Christ calls, is not 
such as to deserve his notice; but quite the con- 
trary. 

" By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that 
not yourselves; it is the ^ft of God."* 

1 Eph. V. 82. 2 Tim. 12—18. 



I 
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How clearly is this set forth in the case of Paul 

Take St Paul's testimony, *' I know that in me^ 
(ue. my flesh) dweUeth no " good thing." 

But not only from barren mountains, bat from 
^^liarCs dens^ and *^ mountains of leopards'* are 
Christ^s Saints called. 

How true and just a description of the untamed 
and imchanged hearts of men ! 

Look at the catalc^e St. Paul enumerates: — 
Gal. V. 

David also speaks of the wicked men he was 
among, saying — ^^ My soul is among lions." 

Paul likewise calls the persecuting emperor Nero 
" the liony^ * out of whose mouth the Lord delivered 
him. 

And is this the true, scriptural condition of our 
condition by nature ? How does it commend to us 
the grace and love of God in Jesus Christ 1 

Had we been princes, great and virtuous, oh ! it 
had been most marvellous condescension, on the 
part of the great God, to receive us into His king- 
dom ! For us to be His people, and Himself to be 
our king ! 

But to take fallen, lost, sinful, vile, and worth- 
less souls into union the most close and endearing ! 
How incomprehensible, such grace and love 1 

Consider also this — God stood in no need of us. 

I. II. Tim. w. 17. 
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'^ Can a man be profitable unto Gtxi ? Is it any 
gain to Him that thou makest thy ways perfect ? " 
*^ If thou be righteous, what givest thou Him ? " ^ 

Surely the nature of angels, even though fallen, 
was more honourable than that of fallen men. 

They had fallen from Heaven : man upon earth. 

Was it a small matter that He should pass by 
them and choose us — calling us from the ^^ lions* 
dens and the mountains of leopards ? " '^ Ood 
hath chosen the weak things to confound the things 
which are mighty ; and things which are despised 
hath Ood chosen: yea, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are, that no flesh should 
glory in His presence. ^^^ 

Seeing then your natural state, looking at the 
** hole of the pit whence you were digged," learn a 
lesson of humility. There is nothing more horrible 
than spiritual pride I 

Who is there that boasts of their pedigree, or spirit- 
ual attainments, or civil condition in the flesh? — 
Here is your origin — ^the " lions* den ** and " moun" 
tains of leopards.** 

Have you, then cause for self-gratulation ? Who 
hath made you to differ, or whose grace caused you 
to come from these dens into the Kingdom of Light 
and to the holy mountain ? 

Notice the invitation, ^* Come with me," " even 

1. Job zxii. 2—3. 2. I. Cor. i. 26. 

W 
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widi me.*' Thus Christ caDs pocH* rmned smners. 

" There is a two-fiM call m Christ's W<Hd — an 
external call : such is that which CSirist ^waks of 
^ Many are called, few chosen." Every man that 
lives under the preaching of die 6o^)el, is ^thns 
called.' 

There is also aniiti^nia/call^whenthearm of the 
Lord is revealed in power ; this is the especial work 
of the Holy Spirit ^' Every man that hadi heard 
and learned of the Father comes to me.''^ Such 
call is an effectoal and saving calL This, is in- 
tended here, and something more. 

Thiii call here is to follow Christ, even dion^ in 
circumstances of peril and danger, and to ke^ up 
in holy fellowship with Him, even in the midst of 
difficulties and temptations, while the the great lion, 
roaring after his prey, seeks to devour us. 

Of this, we may rest assured — ^that while in 
Christ's company, and walking in holy fellowship 
with Him, we may walk among the " lions dens^^ 
and through ^^ mountains of hopardat'^ tread on the 
adder and scorpion, and yet escape all harm.^ 

There seems an intimation, also, in the text 
of a time coming when Christ's Church "shall 
eome*^ (for such is the more literal rendering), 
some from Lebanon in the north, Amana in the 
west, Hermon in the east, and Shenir in the south. 

1. Jno. v'u 45. 2. Ps. xci. 18. 
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They shall come to the Lord's holy mountain of 
Zion ; all shall be peace^ and joy, and love — ^ 

" The wolf also shall dwell with the lamby and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatUing together ; 
and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and 
the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie doum 
together ; and the lion shaU eat straw like the ox. 
And the sticking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shaUptU his hand an the 
cockatrice^ den* They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain ; for the earth shall hefvU 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters caeer 
the sea:^^ 

9. Thou hast ravished my heart, my mter^ my spouse; 
thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine 

eyes, with one chain of thy neck, 

10. How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse / how 
much better is thy love than wine / and the sm£ll 

of thine ointments than all spices ! 

11. Thy lips, my spouse, drop as the honeycomb ; honey 
and milk are under thy tongue ; and the smell 

of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. 

In language which passes all himian affection — 
even the most pure and impassioned — does the Lord 
Jesus thus again address His Church. 

1 Mat yi 9. 2. Isaiah xi. 6. 
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Thas is iiUjt c iMM diittfa&BEebgeirteactbTOBewqgd, 
^aad is hsbcL in tins Skixl and soma dd wfaaedae 
but twice JJL tins vExae^ ^k- QiEiat^ love faeii^ so 
Tmnrimkahir ^ aod ■ ■ ■■ *im i' i «Mp^ he cqob new wcids 

2ieTcr was kyve I&e^ aniti Glirist's Icvvbl ^ The 
vwMUHi orfr love^ Uiwjufb uifr GfaoDEn^ windi Hie iuke 
ficma. ettsuiiv in. HiuiBwii^ Twht ^ffim. nc^oet and be 
iMiniimifiii oit ailtfae^ wounds and repEon^KS of die 



He loTcs deadhr what Q& pnrdnaed so donlj. 
This LoTe jdoms His Chnrdi'saoidswiib dioae yeiy 
graces, wfaich^ like gpodfar ^ dmun " (ev^^i ^ oim " 
is woBSi predoos in His ^a^it) attract His qre- This 
]cfve bestows the graces of the Spbo^ which are like 
the ficagrant ^ akUmmt'* of sinkfiBinL very pre* 
eionT^ ferA a goodfylT-pie^ and 
acceptable to God i^ whil^ br the same l^pirh^ tiie 
lips of His Chnrcb ^ cfrcp ^ words of praLyer, and 
utter soimds of praise ; iiidiich^ in Qudst's eyes and 
ears are as die ^ drt^fprngt of tke hmmgcomb /' 
fragrant as die breadi of one who feaia (m ^ kon§f 
amd mMj' and whose garments (diesr poblic pro^ 
fesrion for Christ) smeU as the ameU df the cedar 
** of Lebamm.'' 

rl^ Sph. m. 19. 2. PluL iz. I& 
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Behoki, professing Church of CShrist, the pictare 
drawn by Jesos of His Church, which He hath 
purchased and adc»med for Himsdif I What likeness 
is there between you and it ? 

Search and see. Take one point for trial — 
The ^^pcdsati €f asps " is under the tongue of the 
carnal h}rpocntical professor, but ^* han&y and mUk^ 
words sweet and edifying, under the Ups of Be- 
lierers* Try yourself professor, by this one test 
Judge your own sel£ Assuredly herea^r by 
^^ thy wards shaU thou bejustified^ and by thy tcords 
shaU thou be condemned*'' ^ 

Your speech berayeth you 1 



12. A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse ; a ^ring 

shut up, a fountain sealed. 

13. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with 

pleasant fruits ; camphire with spikenard, 

14. Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, mth 
dU trees (^frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with aU 

the chief spices. 

There is nothing upon earth which can truly be 
likened to a garden or fountain of waters, but the 
Church of Jesus Christ, which is His mystical body, 
the company of all faithftd souls. 

^* All else is a moral wilderness." 

1. Matxii. 87. 
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In these words he describes it as a very choice 
and pleasant garden, fiill of most valoable and £ruit- 
M trees and plants, which His own right hand has 
planted and continually waters.^ 

It is f'a garden mdw^rf/' a paradise separated 
from the wilderness around, and appropriated for 
His own special enjoyment and pleasure. 

It is " inclosed/* for distinction's sake, by the finee 
and sovereign grace of God, which separated St. 
Paul, and every other soul appointed unto salvation 
for himsel£^ 

It is " inclosed " for protection's sake ; being 
kept^ by Christ's power. " He is a wall of fire," 
round about His Church, so that tiie gates of Hell 
cannot prevail against her. 

It is a garden ^^ walled up " (for so the term signi- 
fies.)* Christ is the great Vineyard Master, who 
keeps the key at His girdle. He opens the door and 
keeps guard, so that none can enter in, saving those 
whom He opens imto.^ 

Reader, all this implies a visible and very mani- 
fest separation on the part of every pro&ssing mem- 
ber of Christ's Church. Wherein is it visible in these 
days of diluted Christianity, and formal, nominal 
discipleship? 

Where is the clear and unmistakeable separation 

1. Ps. Ixxx. 15. 2. Gal. i. 15. .3. I. Pet. i. 5. 

4. Mat V. 2. 5. Rev. Hi. 7. — Jno. z. 7. 
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between the world and the Church, which these 
expressions so certainly imply, and the bright ex- 
ample of the first believers so fully respond to ? 

Where is the inviolable chastity and purity, such 
as the ^* spring shut up and fountain sealed/^ 
imply ? Is it so that Believers are so strictly kept ^ 
from the touch of the world's polluted and polluting 
finger, that her fountain of living waters are ever 
pure and sparkling ? Alas I how unlike the de- 
scription here, is the professing Church of this day ! 

Where are the *^ plants of renown " among us, 
with all manner of pleasant fruits and grateful 
spices, acceptable to the great Vineyard Master, 
and useful and profitable to his servants ? 

Where are the ** orchards of pomegranates y* so 
noted for the variety and abundance of their fruits ? 

Where are felt and seen the rich and fragrant 
graces of the Spirit, which, like ** camphire^ spike^ 
nardy saj^ron" and cinnamon^ are alike rich and 
fragrant in perfume, as well as warming and com- 
forting to the palate; and more or less healthfiil 
and medicinal to the body? 

16. A fountain qf gardens, a well qf Uwng waters, and 

streams from Lebanon, 

The Church here speaks^ and abruptly breaking 
in upon the glowing description of her excellencies, 

1. James L 27* 
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ascribes all her froitfhlne« and ^ory to Him who 
is a ^fountain of gardens^ (such is the fiilnesa of 
His grace;) SL ^wdl of Iwing waien^* (sach ia 
the perpetuity and exhaostlesa nature of His grace;) 
as ^^ gleams from Lebanon '* (fiill^ and free, and 
abundant a^ the mountain torrents.) 

Oh ! to realize this ftilness — this inexhaustable 
abundance and freesess of the love^ and blood, and 
grace of Jesus ! 

All our ^^ fresh springs/^^ are in Him — all our 
fruit^ilness, all our happiness, all our security, are 
in the boundless, bottomless, un&thomable, incom- 
prehensible, immeasurable, grace and love of Jesua. 

Truly the " well is deep.'** But the same grace 
and love which fills it with *' living water^' gives 
the bucket of faith wherewith to draw out and 
refresh the souls of the weary. 

Sit not down, O Church of Christ, weeping by 
the rivers of Babylon — or disconsolate, like Hagar 
in the dry and thirsty desert 

Behold the angel of the Lord showeth thee a well 
of water, sweeter than that firom which Hagar 
drank — deeper than that which Isaac called Reha- 
both— easier to draw &om than Jacob*s well at 
Sychar: the well is nigh thee — ^^ On the last day^ 
that great day of the feast, Jestis stood and criedy 
if any man thirst let him come unto me and drink ! "^ 

1. Pa. Ixxxvii. 7. 2. Gen. xxvi. 22. 8. Jno. vii. 37. 
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Believer, if in a "dry and thirsty land" you 
faint and sit down in your spiritual journey, let it 
be by " Jacob's well." " Ply the ordinances of God, 
and the God of ordinances will come to thee " and 
refresh thy wearied soul 1 

16. Jwake, thou north wind; and come, thou south ; blow 

upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow 

out* Let my beloved come into his garden, 

and eat his pleasant fruits. 

That nothing may be wanting for the fruitfiilness 
of His Church, the Lord calls for the *^ north wind'* 
of keen and chastening discipline to awake, and the 
gentle, soothing ^*80tdh wind*' to blow upon His 
^^gardeny^ (for it is He who speaks, and to Him, only, 
the "garden*^ belongs,) that both may bring out 
the *^ spices "—the graces of His believing people. 

The operations of the Spirit are diverse, both in 
manner and effect ** This wind blows where it 
lists, and as it lists, in what manner it lists, and 
on whom it lists. This Spirit is a gift, and gifts are 
free." 

Jesus, to whom the ^^garden'^ belongs, alone knows 
when to call for the ** rwrfhy'* and when the " siyaJth 
winds^ 

Happy that Church, that ^^ garden " of the Lord, 
which is taught both how to ** abound " and how to 
"suffer" affliction I 
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Happy the Believer, who, whether enduring the 
blasts of the ^^ north :^^ or enjoying the pleasant 
breezes of the ** south wind " — ^the comforts of the 
gospel — the joy and peace of the Holy Ghost; is, 
in both cases, enabled to yield '^ spices,*^ pleasing 
and grateftd to the Lord of the vineyard. 

Blessed, most blessed, efiPects of tribulation or 
blessing, which, like the wind (whether north or 
south) *' sweeping the chords of the iEk)lian harp " 
with sweet and pleasant sounds, says, in the lan- 
guage of conscious fruitfulness, ^^ Lei my Beloved 
come into His garden^ and eat His pleasant fruits.^* 



CHAPTER V. 



1 . I am come into my garden^ my sister, my spouse : I have 

gathered my myrrh with my spice ; T have eaten my 

honeycomb with my honey ; I have drunk my 

wine with my milk : eat, friends ; drink, 

yea, drink almndantly, beloved. 

Most ready is Christ to hear gmd answer the 
prayers of His Church. Scarcely had the prayer 
for His presence gone forth from her lips, than lo I 
Jesus is present. 

" Thou shcdt cry, and He shcM say here I amJ*^^ 

How greatly does He delight in the souls, the 
gracious souls of His dear people ! 

With what satisfaction does He ^^ gather ^^ the 
fruits; and ^^ drink'' not the wine only, which is for 
strong men, but even condescend to the " milk " — 
the small things — ^the little tokens of His Church's 
grateful and adoring love ! 

And what grace is here displayed. The Church 
invites her Lord. He comes and ** brings the ban- 
quet Himself, and the guests also.*' 

1. Is. ix. 58. 
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' How free, and hearty, and loving His invitation — 
^^ Eat my friends.^' These only are welcomed 
at His table. How abundant His provisions — ^^He 
satisfieth the longing sotd, and fiUeth the hungry 
sotu toith goodness. ^^^ 

Believers, may your souls be as this " garden " 
of the Lord, so that He can sup with you and you 
with Him!^ 

Be not straightened in Him, or His grace : ^^Be 
not drunk with wine^ wherein is excess^ btU bejilled 
with the i^irit,'*^ 

Of the wine of the kingdom Jesus bids you 
drink abundantly; yea, ^^ drink of the rivers of 
God^s pleasure^ and be abundantly satisjied.'^^ 



2. / sleep, but my heart waketh : it is the voice of my 

beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me my sister^ 

my love, my dove, my undefiled : for my head 

is filled with dew, and my locks with 

the drops of the night. 

This evidently is not an unconscious state. It is 
a state of sleep, but not the sleep of spiritual death. 
It is the slumber of one who is only half awake. 
This is a most dangerous state of soul for a Christian ; 

1. Ps. cvii. 9. 2. Rev. iii. 20. 3. Eph. v. 18. 

4. Ps. Ixxxv. 26. 5. Ps. Ixv. 4. 
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most grieving to the Lord's Spirit, though not incom- 
patible with true grace. Indeed here, in the case before 
us, it was the Church who was in this sad condition. 

Let us try to ascertain something of the nature 
of such a condition, and then see the manner in 
which the Lord deals with it 

L I think one great evidence of a slumbering soul, 
is a dull, cold,;lukewarm perception and enjoyment of 
spiritual religion: holding, perhaps, the truth in its 
theory, without exhibiting its savour and reality in 
the life. 

If I see one, of whose gracious state I cannot pro- 
perly doubt, grow weak in faith and cold in love ; 
slothful in spirit ; negligent about attending means 
of grace ; palliating or excusing little sins (^^ is it 
not a Kttle one ? ") exhibiting signs and symptoms of 
decided love for the world ; impatient of all serious 
conversation about Christ and eternal things ; then 
I cannot doubt that such an one is ^^ slumbering.'^ 

If I meet with aged professors, and find them 
only babes in Christ — having little grace and litde 
maturity — ^learners, when, for the time, they ought 
to be teachers ; contenting their souls with outward 
ordinances ; feeding on the mere husks ; preferring 
the friendship of unconverted persons ; then I am 
not in doubt that such are ^^ slumbering '' souls. 

Now, in all such cases, and in all the variety of 
symptoms of slumbering, slothful souls, this will be 

X 
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observed: the affectioiis are doll and cold; the 
service formal and legal ; they have left their *^ first 
love ;" * prayer is shortened and only languid ; the 
form observed, but Uttle real prayer engaged in ; 
the Word read, but hurriedly, just as a salve to 
quiet conscience, and because habit calls for it 

The service of God in the sanctuary, though not 
altogether forsaken, yet only half liked; not enjoyed. 

The company of the righteous shunned. 

A faithftd awakening Christ-preaching minis- 
try no longer sought after. 

Family worship, omitted or slurred over. 

These and many others, alas ! too many to dwell 
upon, are among the many symptoms of a sleeping soul. 

And what are the causes which lead to such a 
condition ? 

Prosperity is one cause which promotes such 
a condition : the pride of life ; love of show ; doing 
as our wealthy and worldly neighbours do. 

And the pride of poverty, too, which leads to 
over careftdness, and spirit of murmuring, and re- 
bellion, envyings towards others, and thus towards 
God himself; this is ** o fiy in the oirUmenty^ 
which destroys the sweet savour of our spiritual 
state before God. This *^ dries up " the foimtain 
of the Christian's soul ; makes him an empty 
vessel, a dry and unctionless root 1 

1. Rev. ii. 4. 
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Your profession or your business ; or, if you have 
neither, your very idleness ; your politics : these 
all help to hinder your soul's chariot wheels — ^these 
all tend, when too closely followed, to drown your 
soul in slumber. 

Believer, such are some symptoms and such 
some causes which lead to a slumbering state of soul I 

Now here, in sight of God, I ask you a question — 

Are you a sleepy Christian ? 

Where is your zeal, where your love, where your 
contrition of soul ; where your deUght in Jesus, and 
longings for communion with him ? Ah ! you 
slumber ! You slumber I This displeases Him I 
This robs your soul of the joy of His presence 1 
This provokes Him to absent Himself from you. 
Awake, O slumberer, and arise and call upon thy God ! 

Observe (IL) the manner in which Christ deals 
with the slothfrd, sleepy souL 

The Church — I mean the true portion of it — the 
living, spiritual portion of it — sometimes, through 
manifold infirmities, falls into an idle, lukewarm,^ 
sleepy condition. Yet, though asleep, yet not dead 
asleep I Grace is an immortal principle. ^^ It is 
always alive, though not always alike lively." It is 
" a well of living waters,"^ and though sometimes 
through the cares of this life, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, the spring seems choked up and the foun- 

1. Rev. iii. 16. 2. J no. iv. 14. 



sealed, ^21 de wdl k tfaere^ aid tiie 
of water, oolv it is hidden aid poUntoL 

Sahefe; Hfeesiatedybacin a ^err kyiraidfiBdik 



This is plain, becanse none save tiboae who «e 
true discipies can recognme Chnatfa Toiceu TUs is 
die dudngnialiing cfaaradEriadc of a real Bdierer. 
'^And when he pnttedt fi»di his own aiieq^ he 
goedi hefi>re diem, and die ahe^ fidlowhin^ftr 
ihej know His voke." ^ 

So, dien, a sool may be tndj nmted Id Christ bj 
bring fiuth, and yet be in an iiiB^taritn a l and akejij 
state ; but when in diat state of drowainessB^ stiD 
can distingiBsh the Toke of Christ ! It was even 
dnis with the ChonJL 

How^ then, does the Lead deal with sndi a ca^ 
as this ? Does He leave it alone in its slodi to 
perish? Does he forsake the woik of hb own 
hands ; thus provided and grieved ? 

Far otherwise. He that begins,^ also perfects the 
good woA. ^ The gifts and callings of God are 
without repratance."^ It is not Christ's way of deal- 
ings notwithstanding all onr rude manners, to go 
away, and leave His weak and erring disciples, 

Christ is not so fickle in His love to His Chnrch. 
His grace is too gracious. His covenant too sure, 
that he should forsake those whom He hath pur- 

1. Jno. X. 8—4, 27. 2. Phil. i. 6. 8. Rom. xi. 29. 
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duued with Hid own blood, and appointed nnto 
everlasting salvation. 

Therefore, he uses discipline. He not only speaks, 
but " knocks." " Those whom He loves, He chas- 
tens.''* He will not Jet diem alone in their sloth. 
He wiU not suffer them to go on sleeping, but wiU 
interfere even with strikes and knocks, afflictions* 
and rebukes.^ 

Now this I take to be the meaaiing of the ex- 
pression here. 

Christ knocketh at the hearts of sinners, by His 
Word and Gospel message. 

** He hath the key of David in his hands, and 
openethy and no man shutteth." ^ 

Many a heart, Uke Lydia's, has been opened by 
this key I No strong door, or bolts and bars can 
resist the *^ hammer of His Word." This prepares 
His way, throws down the strongholds of Satan, 
takes from man the strong armour in which he 
trusted, and makes his soul the dwelling-place of 
God.* 

But manifestly this is not the meaning of the 
passage. 

This first work was done. Christ's love had been 
shed abroad in the soul; but He, having been 
grieved i(x a little season, departed, both to teach 

1. Rev. iii. 19. ). Ps. xxxix. 28—84. 3. Rev. iii. 7. 

4. Luke xi 21. 
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the Church without Him how helpless heir condition 
was ; how quickly she falls into temptation ; and^ 
but for His grace, would fall away utterly ! 

Behold, therefore, the faithfulness and We of 
Jesus, in sending chastisementa, rebukes, and warn- 
ings, to rouse us from a state alike grievous and 
dishonouring to Him, as it is injurious to ourselves, 
and destructive to our soul's peace and prosperity.^ 

" He hnocketh.^^ Does not that expression set 
forth the " mystery of Christ's power over man's 
conscience ?" 

Does it not intimate the vast instrumentality He 
employs ? 

*^ He knocketh,^^ The expression is equivalent to 
saying " He is continually doing it, until the door is 
opened, and He enters in.'' 

By his providential mercies. He ** knocks " at 
our hearts, continually seeking to draw out the voice 
of gladness and gratitude, and constrain us to open 
the door of our hearts to Him. 

How tenderly does the Lord deal with us day by 
day I Our daily mercies — our health— our life, 
the smiling faces of our little ones ; our goings out 
and comings in — joumeyings and abidings in our own 
home. These all have their voices, and day by day 
come " knocking " at the doors of our hearts. Let 
us ever open unto them. 

1. Rev. iii. 20. 
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Let the noble^ generous^ gush of gratitude rise up 
continually to our Heavenly Father, tinged with 
the crimson of Jesus' blood. 

It becometh well the righteous to be thankful ! 
Praise is comely for the upright^ The mercies of a 
Believer are double mercies, because all come as 
covenant gifts through Jesus Christ. Except for 
Jesus, not even our lowest mercies had come upon 
tuu 

In this sense, " the Lord is loving unto every 
man " He bestows on him the lower mercies of 
His providence, as well as the higher opportunities 
of grace. These, though unheeded, are so many 
^^ knockings " at a man's heart, to the intent he may 
open unto Jesus. 

Jesus ** knocks," too, at men's hearts — especially 
BeUevers— with another and sterner voice-disci- 
pline. 

Look at Jacob, he was an erring child of God. 

How sternly did the Lord's discipline handle that 
tried and afflicted patriarch. 

Yet who that is spiritually taught fails to see 
in Jacob, oftentimes a sleepy slothftd Believer, whose 
heart was estranged from the Lord, by the cares of 
£unily, and the idolatrous, selfish love for some of 
his children, to the disparagement of the others. 

See how God corrected him and chastened his 

1. Ps. czlvii^ 1. 



288 SONO OF SOLOMON. 

8oul continually. Voice after voice ; carrectioii 
after correction, all speaking the same thing — 
" Open unto me." 

But behold a still more wondrous display of the 
tenderness and long-suffering of Christ He had 
** knocked/' but still no opening of souL 

Rebukes and chastisements he might, indeed, 
have poured out in tenfold measure, but he wil 
plead with the voice of love. 

He thus addresses his sleeping slothful desdple, 
" Open to ine, my love, my dove, my undefiled." 

How full of grace and tenderness are these cix- 
prassions ! 

Not one word of reproach or complaint escapes 
His lips. 

Thou^ acting towards him in die most imgra- 
dous manner — ^He still addresses His Church most 
tenderly and in the most patient manner. 

Ilxtravagant as expressions like diis may seem to 
be, to unreg^nerate and unenlightoned readers^ they 
are in strict accordance with the yery langnage 
employed in the New Testamoit, and ofttimea by 
oar Lord himself. Thus, compare wiA ibis y&j 
passage Marie iii. 35. 

Those who by faith are espoiued lo Christ, are 
most dear to Him. He keepeth thdr feefe,^ so that 
tibey do Myt utterly torn out of the way. 

1. fkoY. & a. 
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Being clothed with His righteousness^ which is as 
fine linen^ pure and white^ they are^ in His eyes^ 
'* nndefiled." 

Being filled with His Spirit^ they are pure^ gentle, 
and loving as the ^^ dove." 

Now why, does Christ thus address His Church, 
by all these loving and endearing titles ? 

Look to this for a ihoment It brings out the 
consolations of the Gk)spel, and sets forth the secu- 
rity of the " covenant of grace," which is " ordered 
in all things, and sure."^ 

Here is a gracious soul asleep. Here is a child 
of God, a true disciple, slumbering. 

The Lord does not judge as you and myself 
may judge each other. He sees the end £rom the 
beginning. He sees true faith, even though small 
as a grain of mustard seed, and he nourisheth it and 
cherisheth it He neither despises the day of 
small things, nor forsakes utterly such as for a 
time walk in darkness, and even inconsistency. 
Thus, though ^^ asleep," still he owns it as His 
Church, His "own," which He had purchased with 
His own blood. 

Though slumbering and slothful and regardless of 
her high and holy calling, still He calls her "His 
love. His dove. His undefiled." 

His feelings were not altered. His faithfulness, 

1. II. Sam. ii. — iii5. 
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and love^ and promise^ were all engaged on behalf 
of His Churchy which shows the speaker here to 
be *^ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever."^ 

Observe, too. His touching remonstrance, ^^for 
my head is JiUed with deWy and my locks toith the 
drops of the night.^^ Allusion, here, is made to 
Christ's suflFerings for His Church. 

There is evidently an agreement between those 
sufferings of Christ, which He endured by night 
and by day, when he trod the valleys and moun- 
tains of Israel, and those here. 

Christ reminds His slothAil disciples of this. He 
remonstrates with them by reminding them of the 
deep sufferixigs which, for them, he undergoes — 
^* My head is filled with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the nightJ"^ 

" Did I not come down from heaven ? Did I not 
endure the curse, despising the shame ? Was I not 
a wanderer by day and by night, with no place 
wherein to lay my head ? Did I not endure the 
hidings of God's face ? Did not the "bloody sweat" 
fill my locks ? Wherefore then am I shut out from 
thy heart ? — I who ought to be so welcome ! How 
unkind — ^how ungrateful ! how forgetfril ! — " Open 
to me, my love, my dove, my undefiled.*' 

Reader, it may be you have long ago believed 

I. Heb. xiii. 8. 
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unto salvation; you have passed &om death unto 
life ; the Lord has given you to know something of 
the blessed peace of believing, and you have tasted 
the Lord is gracious. What then is the health of 
your soul at this moment ? 

Is it well with thee ? How beats the pulse of 
your spiritual affections for Jesus? What know 
you of the joy of His salvation ? As your affec- 
tions for Jesus are, so your zeal, holiness, purity, 
and real life. 

Say, are you like the Church ; only in a poor, 
half-awake, slothful condition — one eye open and 
the other shut ; one half of your heart with Him 
and the other half caring for the ease and luxury 
which the bed of sloth invites to ? 

Be warned I Depend on this if you are not de- 
ceived ; if you are not a mere painted hypocrite ; if 
in other words, Christ has really set His love on 
you and sealed you as His own, you are calling for 
strokes and rebukes and chastisements " that will 
lay you even with dust," in thus permitting sleep 
and sloth to creep over your souls. 

Be roused therefore oh slumbering Church of 
Godl 

Awake ! and stand up upon your feet ! 

Look diligently to your ways I 

" Behold the Bridegroom cometh," go ye forth to 
meet Him! 
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3. I have put qf w^ coal ; iaw sialll put U om ? Have 

uHuhed wuf feet : low ahaU I defie them ? 

4. My beloved ptU im kis hand by the hole qf the door^ amd 

my bowels were moved for Am. 

5. / ro$e up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped 

with myrrhy and my fingers with sweet smiling 
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock, 

6. / opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn 
himself and was gone : my soul failed when he spake : 

I sought him, but I could not find him ; I called 
him, but he gave me no answer. 

Three points here deserve attention. (L) The 
vain excuses — (II.) the gracious security— ^UL). the 
solemn chastisement of a slothM Believer. 

We have seen how Christ dealt with the luke- 
warm, sleepy souls. We noticed His faithfulness. 
His long-suffering, and His tenderness, while en- 
during so long and so patiently the coldness and 
ingratitude of one for whom He had done and 
suffered such great and bitter things. 

It seems that all His ^^ knockingsy^ and most, ten- 
der calls and earnest pleadings, were unavailing I 
The sloth^loving, self-pleasing soul opens not to her 
Beloved. She presumes even to offer motst unworthy 
and frivolous excuses. — " / have ptU^^ 8[<^ How 
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mnhly how vain, how unkind, such excuses I They 
are the very language of sloth.^ 

How paltry, and foolish, and slothful, are such 
excuses. What could be more so ? Will they stand 
the test of truth— of spiritual reason ? Was it a suffi- 
cient and good reason to excuse herself from the 
trouble of coming down to open the door, bec^tuse she 
had put off her coat, i. e,, laid it aside, (and the girdle 
of sincerity with it,) with a determined will at all 
hazards to enjoy a '^ little more sleep and a little 
more slumber?*' 

It was an unworthy, an untruthful excuse I So 
likewise are those we hear, and give continually. 
Christ knocks at the door, and we excuse ourselves . 
" we have no power," and *^no time" to become so 
Holy, and self-denying. 

These are not truthfcd in the lips of a professed 
Believer. How should we dare to oSer them, when 
God says — (Matt vi. 33). The Lord joins pre- 
cept with promise. He knows we have time, and 
if we say we have not time *^ we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us." 

And then, as to having no power, St Paul says ''/ 
can do all thingsy*^ &c Now, would the Spirit of 
God mock us with vain words. No one felt more 
keenly or bitterly his own weakness than St Paid, 
yet he confesses *^ lean do all things^' &c. 

I. ProT. ZK. 14., also Prov. xxii. 13. 2 Phil. iv. 13. 

Y 
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I charge you for your own soul's peace, and joy 
and comfort in the Holy Ghost — ^beware of allow- 
ing yourselves in any excuse ! Is Christ knocking, 
at this moment, at the door of your heart ? — ihesa 
open to Him at once. Does He rebuke you for 
lukewarmness, or inconstancy, or profitlessness, in 
His work and service ; a love of the world, 
(your own little world,) or want of zeal for His 
glory, for the souls of the unconverted, or for war 
mortified tempers and unsanctified dispositions, or 
faithless dealings with your own conscience ? Ob ! 
begin not to make excuses, open at once to Him ! 

(II.) Let us notice how Christ deals with such 
ingratitude and wayward naughtiness. 

Oh ! what could not we say of His dealings with 
us — His tenderness, and love, and long-suffering 
and patience, and grace, towards us I How shall we 
describe it ? We can but exclaim with the Apostle, 
overwhelmed with the contemplation of it, ^ the 
depths,^^ 

Jesus is represented here as appealing to the will, 
to the affections, to the judgement of His slumbering 
Church — ^but all without effect The door remained 
closed up and barred, until He who hath the *' key 
of David," opens the heart in a way suited to 
it, (just as the proper key alone will fit the wards 
of a particular lock.) That key which he carries at 
his girdle is the one which alone can open man's 
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heart, sinner or saint, in such a manner as not to 
put ** any force upon its nature, but only upon its ill- 
nature." ** My Beloved ptU in His hand^ <&c. 
These words intimate a divine work on the soul, 
through the power of Christ's Spirit It was the 
effectual working of the Holy Spirit, making willing 
in the day of His power.^ 

And so you must confess, whose hearts have been 
opened, — *^ He that is called Jesus said unto me 
Ephatha," %,e. be opened. He (my Beloved Lord 
and Master) put in His hand through the opening 
which His melting, tender love had opened, and 
caused my will to incline to His, so that I rose up 
and gladly opened to Him the door of my heart 

** It is not by might, nor by power ; " it is 
not the eloquent, thrilling appeal — nor the awftd 
reproof — ^nor the soul-touching remonstrance: not 
the tongues of men or of angels, (though, blessed 
be God, by all these He condescends to work His 
work of grace in men's souls ;) it is not by convincing 
mens' hearts, and satisfying their judgements, that 
we do indeed speak words of truth and soberness, 
which brings them to spiritual life first, and recovers 
that life, when feeble and slothful, to strength again. 
No I it is the mighty and effectual working of the 
Holy Ghost — the hand of our beloved Lord and 
Master. 

L Acts »▼. 24, 80 Acts zvi. 14, so Luke xxiv. 45. 
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True grace is not inoperative. ''I rose up,'' &c 
Its effects are visibie; though not the manner of its 
operations. 

So in this case it was seen in the great tenderness 
of spirit, self-reproach for past ingratitude, and 
immediate rising up and opening of the heart to 
Jesus. She was made ashamed of her former 
dothfiikiess, and quickly endeayoured to repair the 
breach of good manners, and wipe away the diame 
she had covered herself with, by reason of her 
foolish and untruthful excuses ! 

True grace also is very grftcious. Thd presence 
of Christ in any person's soul makes them very 
gracious. Those who have most frequent visits of 
Christ are always the most humble, gentle, loving, 
and gracious persons I 

It was Christ's visit to this deepy soul which left 
the fragrant *'myrrhy^ &c 

These graces of His spirit drq>ped from SBs hand 
upon the door of her heart ! 

TesI where Christ comes — ^whomsoever Qurist 
visits — He leaves behind a fragrance, a holy 
tenderness and gentleness, a penit^ice of Spirit, 
which is like sweet-smelling myrrh and the drop- 
[Mngs of Heavenly s[Hces. 

By thiis judge yourself Reader. 1£ CSnrist has 
opened the door of your heart, it will be manifest to 
all aroandp by the fragnnfie, the mynch, dbe graces 
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oF His Spirit, which will adorn the pixyfession of 
His tme servant 

Thon^ the slmnberer is restored^ yet not with- 
out chastisement. 

^ / openedy but my BeUmed toas gone." What 
a season of joy and blessing had been missed I 
Sloth brings its own chastisement in bitter disap- 
pointment. She heard Christ's Yoice, and with 
some emotion and feeling too ! ^^ My soul /ailed 
me^*^ &c But now it was too late — Christ had 
withdrawn Himself and was gone ! His love had 
been slighted. His grace resisted, and He departs 
for a season I 

I say for a season, for as the verses that follow 
prove abundantly. His Church and all in it, ^^ whom 
He hath purchased," '^He will neither sell to 
another, nor forsake for another.'' 

In one sense (and that the most important) He 
does not, will not forsake, utterly. 

But, in another sense, that of giving joy, andgrea^; 
peace, by His comforting presence, this He does 
withdraw. And what a chastisement is this for a 
child of God I To seek the joy-giving presence of 
Jesus, but in vain I To call, and He seem not to 
answer 1 To follow Him in His house, word, ordi- 
nances, but find all empty busks — ^no Christ, no joy, 
no peacel 

This is a chastisement Therefore watch against 
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the very firtt symptoms ct doth aod 
fore you &1I asleep yoa will do2se aod nod 

Depend on tbis^ if you are ct the hiMdiy oC God 
ami fall asleep, chastisement^ and hkms, snd Tefaxt, 
and rebukes, in providence and grace, w3k be dbe 
remedy employed to recover yon. Tour 
at last, may be (through your own 
and sloth) that of one only just saved — saved as bv 
fire! 



7' The watchmen that went abaui the dfyfommd 
they tmote me, they wounded me; the keepers of 
the walk took away my veil from me. 

8. / cha/rge you, daughters of Jerusalem, if jie 
find my beloved, that ye teU him that I am 

sick of love. 

This verse continues an account of the chastise- 
ment of the slumbering, but now most anxious and 
unhappy sotd. 

The search now after the beloved is much more 
painful and wearisome. When gentle chastisements 
do not arouse — " I will smite," saith the Lord, *' evwi 
unto sickness." He who chastised David through 
the instrumentality of Shimei,^ and Absalom his scm, 
doubtless oftentimes permits evil men, blind and 

1. Sam. ii. 16. 
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cruel "watchmen," to have pre-eminence in His 
Church on earth, and in its several congregations, 
who evUnntreat the anxious and distressed followers 
of the Lord, and mis-apply the Word; severely 
administering reproof and reproachful upbraidings, 
when they ought to pour in the balm of consolation, 
being ** eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.*' 

They "make the hearts of the righteous sad, 
whom the Lord hath not made sad ;" * " discourag- 
ing those who ought to be encouraged, and talking 
to the grief of those whom God has wounded."* 

Under such a dispensation, the soul of the en- 
quiring desciple, " faint, yet pursuing,** despairs not 
of finding Him, who, though for awhile He hideth 
himself, is yet not far from His Church. She is 
represented here as charging her acquaintance to 
tell her Lord how her " soul was sid: of love ! " 

She complains not of the ill-treatment she had met 
with. She felt how much she deserved it Her feel- 
ings are too intense to think of anything or any one 
save her absent Lord, " / charge yoUy^ says she, 
" teU Himy' though I have been so foolish, so luke- 
warm, so slothful, that I opened not when He 
waited so patiently at the door of my heart ; " tell 
Him (and He knoweth all things) that I love him 
still, yea "my soul is sick of lave.^* 

1. Ezk. ziii. 22. 2. Fm. Ux. 26. 
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9. Wkat is thy beloved more than another beloved, thou 
fairest among women ? what is thy beloved more than 

another beloved^ thai thou dost so charge us ? 

10. My beloved is white and ruddy^ the chirfest among 

ten thousand. 

11. His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy 

and black as a raven. 

1 2. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of 

waters, washed with milk, andJUly set. 

1 3. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet fiowers : 
his lips like lilies dropping sweet smelling myrrh. 

14. His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl : his 
belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires. 

15. His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of 
fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, encellent as 

the cedars. 

16. His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend^ daughters 

qf Jerusalem. 

The ^' daughters of Jerusalem '* cannot under- 
stand the intense sorrow and anxious inquiry of a 
soul seeking after an absent Christ They cannot ap- 
preciate either His presence or absence. They cannot 
sympathise in the conflicts and trials of the Belieyer. 
With kind and good-natured words^ they ask who 
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her " beloved is," and, unconscious of His true ex- 
ceUencies, inquire concerning Him what there is, 
either in His person or character, so engaging as to 
make her so anxious to find him. 

In reply, the Church draws a fiill portrait of Him. 

Her description is in the most glowing and ad- 
mirable language — incomparable and comprehen- 
sive ! But who can, in suitable language, set forth 
His beauty ; who, while he has everything in Him 
most beautiful and most admirable 0' white " in His 
glory, as Qod; ^^ ruddy ^'^ in His humiliation as 
Gkxi-man) has also that loveliness in him which is 
found in none other ; for He is ^* fairer than the 
children of men," ^^ higher than the kings of the 
earth ; " a " standard-bearer," yea, the " chiefest,'' 
the tallest, and the most comely '* among ten thou* 
sand.''* 

Where is the ** pen of the ready writer,*' where 
the tongue of man or the trumpets of angels, that 
can befitdngly set forth the praises of Jesus, ** the 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person ? " ^ We must confess that it is 
high above us, we cannot attain unto it We must 
not value His beauty so little or undervalue it so 
much as to think it at all possible to sketch the 
portrait, much less fill up the picture of the beauty 
and glory of the Church's Bridegroom. 

1. Ptm. Ixzxix. 27. 2 Heb. il 8. 
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The Church mentions ten differerent particulars, 
which are identical with the description given by 
St. John in the Book of Revelations. 

The scope of both passages is the same — ^to set 
forth in langoage, dictated by the Spirit of God, the 
superlative glory, grace, and excellence of Jesus. 
I confass I am as unable, as I am unworthy to at- 

May the writer and the reader be enabled by 
the Spirit, so to gaze on the mystic beauty of Jesus. 
— ^be so enabled to see His excellencies, that behold- 
ing, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, they may 
be changed into the same image here, and behold 
Jesus as He is, hereafter.^ 

May we grow increasingly £amiliar with His 
features, character, and grace. May our souls be 
so ravished with His love, that we may ** hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering.^*^ 
Not fearing to confess Him as ours, while we 
declare His excellencies to others — ^* I%is is my 
Belovedy and this is my friend.^^ 

1. John iii. 2. 2. Heb. x. 23. 
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1. Whither is thy beloveif gone, thou fairest among 
teamen ? whither is thy beloved turned aside ? that toe 

may seek him with thee. 

2. Afy beloved has gone doum unto his garden, to the beds 

of spices, to feed in the gardens, and 
to gather lilies, 

3. / am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine : he feedeth 

atnong the lilies. 

It is well so to be able both to exhibit Christ in 
our life and conversation^ as to draw the attention 
of others to Him. Such was the case here. The 
intense anxiety in seeking Jesus, and the joy of 
assurance in having found Him, and the rich ex- 
perience the Church had of Him in His person, 
work, and offices, drew forth the enquiry from the 
lookers on, " Whither has thy beloved gone ? 
tohWier is thy beloved turned aside ? thai toe may 
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seek Him,** Those who se^ Jesus in the coid- 
mmiion (ji His saints, will not fSul to find Wbl 

His saints know Ycrj well where He k gone,^ and 
therefore, are well able to direct othera to Him. 
Hs^v are thej, who, by their holy simplicity and 
godly walk and conversation, are as '^ qustles read 
and known "* guide-posts pointing the ^Hv^eary and 
heavy laden ^ to Jesus ! These are the ^^ lilies " in 
Christ*s ^^ garden,' which adorn and beaotify it 
Here he delights to ^^ came dawn^ though we see 
Him not with the natural eye. Tet He walks among 
his Churches, and gathers m His grace, the '' lilies'' 
to adorn His coronation chaplet in the day of His 
espousals. 

If you would find Christ, and be found of Him, 
seek Him in the appointed ministries of His Church. 
There He has promised to ** record His name,*^ and 
spiritually to be present 

How beautiful to see the chastised backslider 
again restored to the foil consciousness of her own 
acceptance. *' I am my beloved's and my beloved 
is mine.** Her communion with Him was her as- 
surance of this, ^^ Hefeedeth among liUes^" 



1. John xxii 17. 
2. II. Cor. lii. 5, 3. Exod. xx. 24. 
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4. Tkou art beautiful, my love, as THrzah, comely as 

Jerusalem, terriAle as an army with banners, 

5. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome 

me : thy hair is as a flock (tf goats that appear 

from GileatL 

6. Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the 
washing, whereof enery one beareth twins, and there 

is not one barren among them. 

7. Js a piece qf pomegranate are thy temples within thy 

locks. 

8. There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, 

aud virgins loitkoui number. 

9. My dove, my undtfiled is but one ; she is the only one 
qf her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare 

her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her ; 

yea, the fjtteens and the concubines, a^id 

they praised her. 

10 Who is she that looketh forth as the mormng, fair as 

the moon, clear as tJtt sun, and terrible or 

an army with banners ? 

Whom He loveth, " He loveth to the end."^ Not- 
withstanding all the waywardness, and slcith, and 
selfish, unmannerly behaviour of His Church during 

1 John xiii. 1. 
Z 
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the season of her lukewarmness and slumbering, 
Jesus here manifests His unchangeable love towards 
her, now that she was restored, a chastised but 
accepted and acceptable bride. Her discipline was 
over. It had wrought its purposed work. 

Her sins and infirmities He remembers no more. 
She is beautifal in His eyes as " Tirzahr * a city 
of Manasseh, which in the Hebrew tongue signifietli 
" pleasantness : " " comely as Jerusalem^^ which 
was the joy of the whole earth, being as a city 
"that is compact together"* — beautiful for situation : 
and " terrible as an army with banners " — over- 
coming the world by her faith,^ and like Jacob 
having power with God.* 

Then follows language of intense affection, suited 
to human conception of human affection, yet far 
transcending all human notion of divine condes- 
cension. 

The "love of Christ passeth knowledge," and 
tliis expresion of it passeth all human imagination. 

When we see " Him as He is," and " our vile 
bodies be changed like unto His glorious body,'' 
then we may be able somewhat to realize the length 
and breadth, and height and depth, of the grace, 
and love, and tenderness of our Beloved ! 

This blessed time seems foreshadowed in the ninth 

1. I. Kings xiv. 7. 2. Ps. cxxii. 3. 3. John v. 4. 

4. Gen. xxxii. 28. 
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and tenth verses, as though in a parenthesis. The 
** queens, concubines^ and virgins^' in number be- 
yond all arithmetical calculation, seem to denote 
the ** saved of the nations,^ " during the glorious 
millenial kingdom. 

These shaU be the Church's companions, who 
shall see her and praise her glory when she ^^looketh 
farthy** clothed in the radiance of the Resurrection 
morning, ^^fair as the moon, clear as the sun,^ 
(having no spot or blemish or any such thing,) 
"a«rf terrible as an army with banners*** 

11. / loent down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits 

of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, 

and the pomegranates budded. 

I 2. Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the 

chariots of AmminadiJb. 

13. Return, return, Shulamite; return, return, that we 

may look upon thee What wtU ye see in the Shulamite ? 

As it were the company qf two armies. 

During the time of the Lord's absence from His 
Bride, He went down into ** His garden.** 

Though withdrawn from her as His spouse. He 

still was mindfrd of His ** garden," which was filled 

with a variety of most pleasant and fruitful trees, 

' nutSy* ^^vineSy* and ^^pomegranates.'* His de- 

1. lUv. xxL 24. 
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communion of saints." He asks and answers the 
question concerning her — What she is, and who she 
is like ? — ^^ She is^ctsit toere, the company of two 
armteeV ^^ She is a Mahanaim, as the two hosts 
which Jacob saw : a host of saints, and a host of 
angels mmistering unto them :"— the Church mili- 
tant and the Church triumphant. 

Oen. xxxii. 1 — 2. 



CHAPTER VII. 



s 



1 . How beautiful are thy feet with shoes ^ prince'' s daugh- 
ter ! the joints of thy thighs are like jewels^ the work 

of the hands of a cunning workman, 

2. Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not 

liqiior : thy belly is like an heap of wheat 
set about with lilies, 

3. Thy two breasts are like two young roes thai are twins, 

4. Thy neck is as a tower of ivory ; thine eyes like the 
fishpools in Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rahbim ; 

thy nose is as the tower of Lebarum which 
looketh toward Damascus. 

5. Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, and the hair of 

thine head like purple ; the king is held 
in tJie galleries. 

6. How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for 

delights t 

7. This thy stature is like to a palm tree, and thy breasts 

to clusters of grapes. 
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8. / said, I mil go up to the palm tree, I mil take Jiold 
of the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall 

he as clusters of the vine, and the smell 
qf thy nose like ojpples ; 

9. And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my 

beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing the lips 
of those that are asleep to speak, 

10. 1 am my beloved^ s, and his desire is toward me. 

The beauty of the Church — here called the 
^^ princess daughter^*^ as elsewhere the " king^s 
daughter y^^ in mystic allusion to her marriage with 
the Lamb — ^is described as Israel's degeneracy is, by 
the Prophet, ^^ from the sole of the foot^ ecen unto 
theheadr^ 

Her ^yfeet^^ are praised, being ^^ shod with the 
preparations of the gospel of peace.'* ^ Thus she 
is led to walk holily in the light of God's coun- 
tenance, and witii a single eye to Christ's glory. 

The ^^ Joints of the thighs " of the mystical body 
of His Church, are like sockets of gold, being 
bound firmly together in love and unity.* 

The " navel '^ of His Church — those ordinances 
by which she communicates food and nourishment 

1. Psalm xlv. 13. 2. Isaiah i. 6. 3. Eph. vi. 15. ^ 

4. Col. ii. 19. ^B 
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to her children — h praised, being in a healthy state 
through fear of the Lord, ^ 

The *^ belly " and " head,'* which likewise supply 
food, useful and consolatory, to the Church's spiritual 
children ; her "neck;' ''eyes/" '"nosey" and ''hair,"* 
— all are praised because of their comeliness, and 
the glory which they bring to the Lord, whose they 
are and for whom they have been "" so curiously " 
fashioned. 

Such is Christ's delight in the comeliness and 
strength of His Church. So '"fair and pleasant" 
is she, that He confesses Himself, by a mystery 
of grace, to be *^ held in the galleries " of conmiu- 
nion with her He cannot leave or forsake her. 

He will abide with her and enjoy the fruits of 
her holiness and love, which are sweet and accep- 
table as the "'palm tree"* and '"clusters of the vine,** 
and pleasant as the " smeU of citrons ; " gratefol 
and refreshing as the "best wine** which " goeth 
doton sweetly " — t. «., the wine of the Gospel. 

The Church, thus enjoying her Lord's conmien- 
dation, triumphs in the comfortable assurance of it ; 
acknowledges His sovereignty over her; and com- 
forts herself with the assiirance that " His desire is 
towards her.*' 

What an unspeakable honour — ^what unutterable 
consolation — ^that Jesus takes such pleasure in His 

1. Pto^. u. %. 
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dear people; that He ^^ desires,'* that where He 
is, there " they should be also.** * 

1 1 . Comey my beloved, lei m go forth into the field ; let 

u% lodge in the villages, 

1 2. LpI us get up early to the vineyards ; let us see \f the 
vineflourishy whether the tender grape appear, and the 
pomegranates bud forth : there will I give thee my loves, 

13. The mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all 
manner qf pleasant fruits, new and old, which T have 

laid up for thee, my beloved. 

As Isaac " went out into the fields to meditate,"* 
and as David and Jonathan,^ that they might, with- 
out interruption, hold godly fellowship together, so 
the Church desires, here, to go forth without the 
city, into the quiet simplicity of country life, that 
there she might, undisturbed, hold sweet com- 
munion with Jesus. 

And even thus did He, when in the flesh, often- 
times retire into a desert place,^ to refresh both His 
own and His disciples' spirits, in the midst of the 
busy excitement of the day. 

How much the Church needs that quiet hiding 
of itself in these days of religious excitement, all 
know who know anything of spiritual life ! 

1. John xiv. 3, so John xvii. 24 2. Gen. xxiv. 63. 

3. I Sam. XX. 11. 4. Luke ix. 10, ^o Mark vi. 31. 
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Sedebii solitarms et taccbit, quia levavit se supra 
se. " The solitary person will sit still and hold his 
peaxje, because he hath lifted up himself above 
himself." 

Shun not, therefore, but rather seek retirement 
and solitude with Jesus. There does Jesus love to 
find and comfort His people. There you will find 
the "atmosphere more pure, the heavens wider 
opened, and God brought nearer ! " 

And think not that you cannot be alone in the 
fields of devout spiritual communion with Jesus — 
even though called, in your civil capacities, to be 
cx)ntinnally in the midst of the crowd. However 
great be the number of persons you hold converse 
with, however multiplied the business in which you 
are engaged, you may still be alone with Jesus; 
walking in hallowed communion with Him, offering 
to Him the choicest of your affections, the ** tender 
grapcy^ and the " pomegranate^^ and the " mand^ 
rakeSy' which give a pleasant smell ; graces, finiits 
of righteousness, ** new and old!* which you must 
treasure up and lay by for Him who is not unmind- 
ful of your works and labours of love for His sake.^ 

1. Heb. vi. 10. 
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1 . that thou wert as my brother, that staked the breasts 
of my mother ! when I should find thee without, I 

would kiss thee : yes, I should not be despised. 

2. T would lead thee^ and biing thee into my mother* s 
house, who would instruct me: I would cause thee to 

drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate. 

3. His left hand should be under my head, and his right 

hand should embrace me. 

4. / charge you, daughters of Jerusalem, that yea stir 

not up, uor awake my love, until he please. 

Conscious of the utter incapacity of the children 
of the world to do otherwise than mock her earnest 
longings and love for Jesus ; and knowing how foolish 
and despised she must be by them in her enthusi- 
astic admiration of her Lord; the Church longs for 
the time when nothing should cloud, nothing hinder 
her full and unrestrained expression of fond attach- 
ment ; when her motives should be altogether beyond 
the possibility of misapprehension. 

She promises to herself how diligently she would 
improve such a season. How she would keep close 
to His society; with what delight she would ^*lead^ 
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Him into her *^ mother's house^' that all her kins- 
folk might also know and love Him : how she would 
feast Him with the rich " spiced wine " of devoted 
affection, and the ^^juice^^ of her *^ pomegranate \^^ 
the fruits of her most holy and chastened obedience. 
She would not then " be despised^'* neither would 
she faint any more. ^ Underneath her would be 
^* the everlasting arms "^ of her beloved and Al- 
mighty Friend. 

5. Who is this that cometh up from the mldeniess, leaning 
upon her beloved ? I raised thee wp under ihe apple 

tree : there thy mother brought thee forth ; there 
she brottffht thee forth that hare thee. 

6. Set me as a seal upon thine hearty as a seal upon thine 

arm ; for love is strorgg as death ; jealousy is 

cruel as the grave : the coals thereof are 

coals of fire, which hath a most 

vehement flame, 

7 . Matiff waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods 
drown, it : if a man would give all the stdstance 

of his house for love, it would utterly 
be contemned. 

Briefly but beautifully do these words describe 
the Church's condition, (»rigin, and hopes. Leaning 
upon the arm of Jesus, in close familiar fellowship 
love, the pilgrim is travelling up from the 

I. Chapter ii. 6. 2. Ps. Ixxiii. 8. 
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wilderness of this world, to the *^ many mansions " 
in our Father's House. As she hastes, with weary- 
step, oftentimes she finds it good to jemind herself, 
for her comfort and encouragement, of this and that 
green spot where she found the Lord preciou8> 
*^ where she sought and proved His affection," where 
she ^^ raised Him up^^ (i.e,) aroused Him by her fer^ 
vent prayers of faith, to help her ; excited Him to 
draw near unto her, so that she enjoyed His love, 
and the close and intimate nearness of His affection. 
Like " Elim," the place of palm trees, well remem- 
bered by the hosts of Israel, after they had passed 
through the wild and terrible desert, so these spots, 
where the citron and " apple tree " furnished so 
pleasant a shade, are not forgotten, even when the 
pilgrim reaches the summit of "the everlasting 
hills." 

Till then, the Church prays that she may be ever 
recognised and acknowledged by Him as His : — 
precious as a " signet on His right hand ; " ^ near 
to his heart as the breastplate worn by the high- 
priest of Israel. 

And why thus passionately long for such close 
and intimate communion ? 

Because the love that was shed abroad in her 
soul was so intense : '* strong as death,* ^ as the 
noble company of martyrs" gave proof; " cruel*' 

1 Jer. xxii. 24. 

M 
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or unjdelding as the ^* graved the " coak thereof^ 
(the fuel which feeds this flame of divine love) being 
lit by the baptbm of fire by the Holy Ghost. Snch 
a spiritual flame in a Believer's soul, no ** waterSy^ 
of indwelling sin can *^ quenchy' though they may 
seem for awhile to extinguish it, neither can the 
*' floods " of temptation and trial ^ drovm tV." 

All that a man hath, yea> the substance of all 
the honours of the world, are nothing to the 
Believer in comparison with the assurance of his 
interest in, and enjoyment of the love of Jesus I 
Every thing else, when put into competition, is 
^* utterly contemned^' 

8. We have a little sister^ and she hath no breasts ' what 

shall we do for our sister in the day when she 
shall he spoken for ? 

9. If she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of 

silver : and if she be a door, we mil enclose 
her with boards of cedar. 

10. I am a wall, and my breasts like towers : then was 1 

in his eyes as one that found favour. 

The Gentile Church, embracing all those who 
were " predestinated unto the adoption of children " * 
— those other sheep of Christ's fold, are, doubtless 
here referred to. It is called a ^HiHle sister y* being 

I. Eph. i. 6. 
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younger in the calling and election of God than 
the Jewish Church, who, through faith, during 
the Patriarchal and Levitical polity were gathered 
into Christ's one Church. 

Though as yet uncalled, when this Song was 
written, they were nevertheless given to Christ in 
the everlasting covenant,* and so are spoken of 
as being, even then, united to Christ — joined in one 
mystical body. 

" Our little sister hath no breasts " — i. e., no 
grace developed, no manifestations of divine growth 
and affection.^ 

The Church enquires, like Peter did concerning 
John — what should be done for the " Utile sister ? " 
To which the Lord answers — that "«Ae should grow 
up into a holy temple, a habitation of God through 
the S^rit*'^ Every grace needed to adorn her, 
•even to the ^^ doors,* shall be lavishly bestowed. 
Her walls shall be salvation and her gates praise. 

" We wiU do tV" saith the Lord:— '"we," the 
Triune, everlasting Jehovah ; and therefore it shall 
be most full, eternal, sure, complete, and glorious. 

1. Psalm ii. 8. 2. Ezk. xiv. 7. 3. Eph. ii. 12—22. 
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11. Solomon had a mneyard at Baal-hamon; he let out 
the vineyard unto keepers ; every one for the fruit thereof 

was to bring a thousand pieces of silver, 

12. My vineyard^ which is mine, is before me ; thou, 
Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep 

the fruit thereof two hundred. 

To whom much has been given, from them much 
also is required. 

The " vineyard of Baal-hamon^^ which signifies, 
in the Hebrew tongue, ^^ place of abundance," is 
another type of the same Church, which, under 
such a variety of figures, is spoken of in this Song. 

Taken in its more limited sense it is typical of 
every Believer's soul, which, being surrounded with 
the wall of Christ's love and watered continually 
with the rich dew of His Spirit's influences, yields 
its fruits in due season, both to Christ the Lord 
and those who are keepers of the vineyards. 

Those that work for Christ benefit themselves 
and reap unspeakable advantages. 

13. Th)u that dwellest in the gardens, the companions 

hearken to thy voice : cause me to hear it, 

14. Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or 

to a young hart upon the mountains of spices. 

Here is Christ's parting charge to His spouse 
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before leaving her for a a little while, and her 
earnest entreaty for His most speedy return. 

While He is gone to " the mountains of spices " 
His Church must tarry below, and abide in the 
gardens of Church fellowship and ordinances ap- 
pointed unto the "time of the restitution of all 
things.'*^ 

Her *^ companions " in the tribulation and patience 
of Christ's kingdom, will hearken to "Aer voice ^^ 
as unto Christ's voice. But He charges her to be 
sure and let Him also hear her voice. 

That is no communion of Saints where Christ 
is not the chief delight, and the principal topic of 
conversation. 

The Church responds to her Saviour's parting 
charge by an earnest petition for His speedy return. 

"Make haste, '^ says she, "my Beloved,*^ to return- 
Take me to thyself and thy Father's house ! 

" Be thou like a roe and a young hart ! " Swift 
be thy progress across the " mountains of spices/* 
those heavenly places which I know must retain 
thee until the time of the restitution of all things 1 
Hasten the time, O Lord ! Speed thy coming, O 
thou desire of nations, thou promise of Eden, thou 
hope of thy Church ! 

Though it be pleasant to dwell in thy "garden,^* 
and hear thy voice, and look forward by faith to the 

1. Actsiii 21. 
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day of thy return, yet it is better far to see thee as 
thou art, to behold thy glory, and be for ever with 
thee ! '^ Even so, come, Ijord Jesus, yea, come 
quickly ! "^ 

Who among Christ's flock will reftise to utter the 
same fervent cry ? Whose soul does not yearn for 
that day to dawn which shall reveal Jesus in His 
Kingly glory, to deliver every sin-burdened, sor- 
rowing child of God, and all groaning creation, from 
the burden of the flesh, and the cruel tyranny of 
evil? Blessed consummation of the weary, sor- 
rowful, strugglings of the Church ! 

Let us pray for it ; let us watch for it more than 
they that ** watch for the morning." 

The wrecks of a broken, ruined world ; the tears 
of the bereaved ; the groans of the oppressed ; the 
bufiettings of Satan; the struggles of indwelling 
sin; all give strength and meaning to the cry^ 
*' How long, O Lord ? " 

O Lord make haste I we wait for thy salvation! 
" Why are thy chariot wheels so long in coming, 
why tarry the wheels of thy chariot ? " 

1 Rev. xxii. 20. 
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